
  Totley History Group 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 22 January 2014 
 

Present: 
55 People 
 
General Items: 
 
Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 26 February, it is an open meeting.  
If anyone has pictures of themselves, their parents or grandparents on old 
school photos for Totley All Saints please bring them along. 
 
Tescos at the bottom of Bushey Wood Road are selling some of Brian 
Edwards’ books for £2.99, the books being sold are Totley Tunnel, 
Sketches and Totley Photos. 
 
We are getting close to 100,000 hits on our Totley History Group 
website, all encouraged to get viewing!!  
(www.totleyhistorygroup.org.uk). 
 
Our speaker tonight was Sally Goldsmith, she talked about the story of 
Gillfield Woods and all the fantastic work that the Friends of Gillfield 
Woods have undertaken.  Watch out for Christine’s synopsis of the talk 
on our website shortly. 
 
Meeting Dates for 2014 
26 February Open Meeting 
26 March  J G Graves, Businessman and benefactor, Mike Spick 
23 April AGM followed by Sidelined by History, Female Inventors 

Since the 18th Century, Janina Derrick 
21 May Guided visit to Eyam at 11am, note the earlier date and time,  
  Ian Morgan 
25 June Open Meeting 
19 July Lower Totley Walk. 
August No Meeting. 
24 Sept Randini, The Greenhill lad who followed in Houdini’s 
  footsteps, Ann Beedham 
22 Oct Longshaw’s use as a WWI convalescent home, Thelma  
  Griffiths 
26 Nov Open Meeting 
17 Dec A Tudor Christmas, Maureen Taylor 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 
 



  Totley History Group 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 26 March 2014 
 

Present: 
27 People 
 
General Items: 
 
Crich Tram Museum are having an exhibition called The Best of 
Sheffield which is from 17 May to 23 May.  The theme is 1940s and 
1950s and it will also feature the last tram that ever ran in Sheffield. 
 
Sheffield History Fair, Saturday, 31 May at The Sheffield Wednesday 
Ground – We will be having a stall at this event, all encouraged to attend 
this very interesting event. 
 
The War Memorial has been cleaned in preparation for the centenary of 
WWI celebrations. 
 
The next meeting is on 23 April and it is our AGM and also our annual 
membership is due, it is £5 to join, please bring your monies along at the 
April meeting to give to Kerry. Kerry has membership forms as well.  
The AGM will be followed by a talk by Janina Derrick called Sidelined 
by History which is all about female inventors. 
 
Norman gave us all an update on the library.  The Council have made a 
decision that gives Totley the opportunity to be an associated library and 
it will be part of the City Centre library service to be operated by 
volunteers, the Council have found a pot of money for the first 3 years to 
fund this.  The campaign group will now produce a business plan to 
submit by the end of June and if successful there will be a transitional 
period of 3 months and then by the end of September the Group will take 
over fully.  All encouraged to spread the word about the meeting to 
discuss this on Monday, 7 April at the Totley Rise Methodist Church at 
7.30 pm to kick this off, and understand how we can organise it.   Also 
everyone must spread the word to use the library and its services.  It is 
vital we keep up the support for this. 
 
Speaker Tonight 
 
Tonight’s speaker was Mick Spick who gave a very interesting talk about 
J G Graves, a businessman and benefactor to the City of Sheffield; it was 
very informative and gave us an insight into this remarkable man.  A full 
report will be available on the website soon. 



Meeting Dates for 2014 
23 April AGM followed by Sidelined by History, Female Inventors 

Since the 18th Century, Janina Derrick 
21 May Guided visit to Eyam at 11am, note the earlier date and time,  
  Ian Morgan 
25 June Open Meeting 
19 July Lower Totley Walk. 
August No Meeting. 
24 Sept Randini, The Greenhill lad who followed in Houdini’s 
  footsteps, Ann Beedham 
22 Oct Longshaw’s use as a WWI convalescent home, Thelma  
  Griffiths 
26 Nov Open Meeting 
17 Dec A Tudor Christmas, Maureen Taylor 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 
 



  Totley History Group – Annual General Meeting 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 23 April 2014 
 

Present: 
26 People 
 
Apologies 
Dom Harris and Avril Critchley 
 
Minutes of 2013 AGM 
These were circulated after the AGM last April, if anyone would like to 
read them we have a copy available. 
 
Matters Arising 
All confirmed that there were no matters arising. 
 
Acceptance of the Minutes 
Proposed Rony Robinson and accepted Pauline Burnett. 
 
Chair’s Report 
Dorothy gave a summary of the report.  It has been another successful 
year with several new members who were all welcomed to the Group.  
We have had some interesting speakers and outings to The Cutlers’ Hall, 
the General Cemetery and Pauline held a guided walk of the Totley Walk 
from our leaflet.  We have had stands at The Sheffield Family History 
Fair, Rotherham History Fair and Totley Show and thanks were given to 
all those that helped man the stalls.  In October we opened the Brian 
Edwards’ collection to the public and thanked Avril for having this at her 
house.  Sadly we have not had many visitors though The Friends of 
Gillfield Woods have made use of the collection for their research.  The 
website has gone really well with over 120,000 hits, there are interesting 
articles with lots of searchable records on there.  Also the members of the 
Management Committee for the Group were thanked for all their help and 
support. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Norman gave a summary of the report which is in more detail on the back 
of the agenda.  It has been an even year with a slight surplus of £15.  We 
have been helped by grants from the Totley Independent and Totley Open 
Gardens.  Membership fees keep the income steady and we have been 
able to invest in an overhead project and also a scanner.   
 
Election of Management Committee 
Chair – Dorothy – Proposed Paul Savage and seconded Norman Rolfe 



Vice Chair – Christine – Proposed Jim Martin and seconded Pauline 
Burnett 
Treasurer – Norman – Proposed Christine Shimell and seconded Carmen 
Blakeley 
Secretary – Kerry – Proposed Pauline Burnett and seconded Rony 
Robinson. 
 
The remaining 5 members of the Management Committee are willing to 
stand for the next year, proposed Sally Goldsmith and seconded Judith 
Norris 
Jennifer Burns advised she would like to join the Management 
Committee, proposed Norman Rolfe and seconded Christine Shimell. 
 
General Items: 
The Sheffield and District Family History Fair is at the Sheffield 
Wednesday Suite at Hillsborough on Saturday 31 May from 10am to 4pm 
where we have a stand. 
 
Avril wanted to say “thank you” for all the good wishes and the cards that 
have been sent to her 
 
Our next meeting is a guided tour of the Eyam Plague Village on 
Wednesday, 21 May from 11am to 1pm and after this we can have lunch.  
We are meeting at the car park opposite the Plague Museum. 
 
Norman gave an update on Totley Library.  A public meeting was held 
recently and the committee working to keep the library open have to have 
a business plan submitted by the end of June.  There is a workshop 
meeting for anyone who would like to volunteer in any capacity to work 
in the library on Saturday, 10 May at the library from 2pm to 4pm, please 
all spread the word. 
 
Speaker Tonight 
 
Tonight’s speaker was Janina Derrick who talked to us about women who 
have been sidelined by history, female inventors since the 18th century.  
This was about women who have invented items but not received any 
recognition.  Christine will be writing a synopsis on our website for this 
shortly. 
 
Meeting Dates for 2014 
21 May Guided visit to Eyam at 11am, note the earlier date and time,  
  Ian Morgan 
25 June Open Meeting 
19 July Lower Totley Walk. 



August No Meeting. 
24 Sept Randini, The Greenhill lad who followed in Houdini’s 
  footsteps, Ann Beedham 
22 Oct Longshaw’s use as a WWI convalescent home, Thelma  
  Griffiths 
26 Nov Open Meeting 
17 Dec A Tudor Christmas, Maureen Taylor 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 
 
 



  Totley History Group 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 24 September 2014 
 

Present: 
21 People 
 
General Items: 
 
We are taking part in a WWI exhibition at The United Reformed Church 
on the 8, 9 and 11 November.  Dorothy asked if anyone could please 
volunteer to help man the stall to let her know, an hour or anything more 
would be great.  Also has anyone got any items regarding WWI in their 
possession that we could display, please let us know. 
 
Saturday, 20 September was the 100th anniversary of the death of Roy 
Milner, the first Totley soldier to be killed in WW1.  We have put a cross 
on the War Memorial and will do this for the 100th anniversary of the 
death of each of the WW1 soldiers. 
 
We have received an enquiry for anyone who has got photos of the shops 
that used to be at the top of Main Avenue and Greenoak, please let us 
know if you have any. 
 
Outings - We have had trouble rallying numbers for outings that we have 
arranged, Pauline gave everyone a handout to complete for us to get some 
feedback to see if people want outings and where would they like to go 
etc, to help give us some ideas. 
 
The talk this month was by Ann Beedham and she told us about Randini, 
a Greenhill lad who followed in Houdini’s footsteps, it was a really 
interesting talk with some very interesting photographs, including some 
of old Sheffield.  Christine’s summary of the talk will be on our website 
shortly. 
 
Future Programme 
 
22 Oct Longshaw’s use as a WWI convalescent home, Thelma  
  Griffiths 
26 Nov Open Meeting 
17 Dec A Tudor Christmas, Maureen Taylor 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 
 



  Totley History Group 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 22 October 2014 
 

Present: 
32 People 
 
General Items: 
 
As previously advised, we are organising a rota for helpers for the WW1 
exhibition we are arranging which is to be held on 8, 9 and 11 November 
2014.  Dorothy will be contacting the people shortly who have offered 
help, however, if anyone would like to volunteer please let Dorothy 
know. 
 
The Totley History Group will be laying a wreath on the War Memorial 
on Sunday, 9 November. 
 
The next meeting in November is an open meeting, also Sally Goldsmith 
and Ruth Nutter will be giving us an overview of next year’s Sheffield 
events for the Ruskin season.   
 
Norman advised everyone that the Totley library is now being run by 
volunteers and from 1 November they will officially take over the 
running of the building.   The history group’s home is safe here for the 
next 3 years and then money will need to be raised to keep the library 
open.  There is a meeting next Wednesday, 29 October to discuss 
fundraising ideas and plans. 
 
One such fundraising event is on Monday, 27 October at 7.30pm at 
Totley Library and is called “Happy Birthday Dylan Thomas”, it is £4 per 
person/£3 for concessions. 
 
Tonight’s Speaker 
 
Tonight’s speaker was Thelma Griffiths and she gave us a fascinating talk 
about Longshaw and how it cared for the wounded soldiers in the Great 
War 
 
Longshaw was a convalescent hospital and was lent out for this use by 
the Duke of Rutland in 1914.  At first it accommodated approximately 15 
men, however, the numbers soon rose to around 70. 
 
Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) was the name of the organisation the 
nurses, cooks etc belonged to who worked there and looked after the men 



 
What did the soldiers do in their spare time?  They had a gramophone, 
played the piano, played bowls, the Duke had left his billiard table for 
them, entertainers from the Sheffield Empire visited, there were picnics 
on the moors, boating on the lake, they went on outings on the bus/train, 
then went to Derwent Hall (which is now under Ladybower reservoir) and 
then for tea to Whirlow Hall, they visited Eyam Hall, Monsal Head, 
Haddon Hall. 
 
Moss that grew on the moors around Longshaw was used for dressings, it 
was absorbent and had a slight antiseptic quality, moss was also used for 
dysentery pads. 
 
The soldiers came to Longshaw from the terrible conditions of the war 
and it is nice to think that their stay at Longshaw must have made them 
feel better in the lovely surroundings and scenery that Longshaw has 
 
Future Programme 
 
26 Nov Open Meeting with Sally Goldsmith and Ruth Nutter giving  
            an overview of the forthcoming Ruskin season 
17 Dec A Tudor Christmas, Maureen Taylor 
28 Jan The rise and fall of the workhouses focusing on the local 
                     area – Suzanne Bingham 
25 Feb Details to be confirmed 
25 Mar Showing of local photographs from the Thompson postcard 

          collection – Christine Shimell 
22 Apr AGM followed by Mary Queen of Scots, the captive years  
                    1568-84 – David Templeman 
20 May Ruskin and his connection to Sheffield – Mark Frost 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 
 



  Totley History Group 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 26 November 2014 
 

Present: 
20 People 
 
General Items: 
 
WW1 Exhibition – Dorothy gave a big thank you to everyone who 
donated, helped set-up and who marshalled on the days of the exhibition.  
It was very successful and we have received a lot of positive feedback. 
 
Christine said the success of this was largely to Dorothy and Les for the 
hard work they put into this.  Everyone agreed and gave Dorothy a round 
of applause! 
 
There are photos of the exhibition on our website and we will advise the 
total donated to the British Legion collection box when we are notified. 
 
Next Month’s Meeting – This will be a talk about A Tudor Christmas by 
Maureen Taylor on the 17 December at 7.30 pm at the library, it should 
be a good evening. 
 
John Ruskin Project for 2015. 
 
Ruth Nutter attended our open meeting and gave us all an overview of the 
work being done for the Ruskin in Sheffield project/programme next year 
in Sheffield.  This is a programme of events, walks and talks planned for 
2015 and then in 2016 there will be an exhibition on craftsmanship at the 
Millenium Gallery. 
 
Ruskin's original museum for working people was in Walkley and this 
will be part of the programme and a 'pop up community museum' will be 
sited there. A plaque will also be put on the building. The original Ruskin 
Collection is now in the Millenium Gallery and will be rehung next year. 
 
Henry Swann and his wife Emily were curators at the original Walkley 
Museum and did much to promote a group of people renting St George’s 
Farm in Totley from Ruskin and the Guild of St George.   Henry’s grave 
is at Walkley Cemetery and is to be restored. 
 
Ruth is also working with the Freeman College, Ruskin Mill Trust on a 
land project in Stannington and also with Portland Works where there are 
low affordable rates for artisan craftsmen. Sheffield University students 



are undertaking research for various events and the Monsal Trail hope to 
have an artist in residence to reimagine how the trail and stations were 
used. 
 
The programme will include the story of St George's Farm in Totley. 
Ruskin and his Guild of St George bought it in 1876 as the site of a 
collective farming venture. The aim was to take a piece of land and make 
it 'peaceful, fruitful and beautiful' and to have a group of people to work 
and live at the farm. Sally Goldsmith talked to us about a commission as 
part of the programme - she is to write a performance about the Farm and 
its legacy in terms of other local initiatives around land, craft, and labour 
- for instance the green belt, GHB Ward and access to moorland and to 
Edward Carpenter and his ideas about socialism and the simple life. She 
asked if anyone would like to help with research on the Farm and on 
some of the people discovered by Mark Frost in a new book about St 
George’s Farm called “The Lost Companions”  She is also looking for 
performers. All to let Dorothy or Sally know if interested. 
 
Everyone thought it would be a lovely idea if Sally and Ruth came back 
again to one of our meetings in early 2015 when there will be a larger 
audience to tell us all about their plans and in the meantime Sally will 
write an article for the Totley Independent and our website with all the 
exciting details.  
 
Future Programme 
 
17 Dec A Tudor Christmas, Maureen Taylor 
28 Jan The rise and fall of the workhouses focusing on the local 
                     area – Suzanne Bingham 
25 Feb Details to be confirmed 
25 Mar Showing of local photographs from the Thompson postcard 

          collection – Christine Shimell 
22 Apr AGM followed by Mary Queen of Scots, the captive years  
                    1568-84 – David Templeman 
20 May Ruskin and his connection to Sheffield – Mark Frost 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 
 


