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Mr. D.C. Roderick 

ESTABLISHMENT AND EARLY CONFIDENCE 

The establishment of Bowen in I861 provided a base for the pastoral 

development of North Queensland. All the early explorers who had been in 

the region had spoken highly of the rich pastoral lands of the North, and 

with great optimism the new settlers moved into the Kennedy area. 

Bowen soon proved to be too distant from many of the settlers and 

was cut off yearly by the flooding of the Burdekin - closer ports were 

needed, resulting in the establishment of Townsville and Cardwell. 

The initial optimism of the settlers was soon to be dampened by 

difficulties, unsuitable conditions for sheep, lack of markets for beef 

(which replaced the sheep), lack of experience by many of the settlers and 

that hardy perennial - high labour costs. The difficulties compounded 

themselves and the new settlers contemplated their imminent ruin. 

Gold had been the key to the development of Victoria and New South 

Wales and the citizens of Townsville with great enterprise, and in a bid 

to safe guard their investments in their new town , offered a premium of 

1,000 pounds to the finder of payable gold in the Northern Region. 

The first gold was discovered at the Star River - it did not prove to 

be payable, but the Townsville Committee, obviously delighted with even 

this find, agreed to pay the finder 500 pounds; it was obviously a 

promising start. Subsequent finds were also small until the discovery at 

the Cape River where a sizable community of miners established themselves 

at Capeville to win the alluvial deposits and to sink shallow shafts into 

the caps of the reefs which provided the alluvial gold. By all accounts 

the Cape River miners were a disreputable community, however disreputable 

or not, they had a hearty appetite for beef - the problems of the Cape 

River graziers were solved - a large and hungry market for their beef was 

brought to them. Their cattle sold at good prices for meat - and replaced 

the subsistence market of rendering their cattle into tallow with an 

associated 'hides' market. 

The Curr brothers, Montague and Marmaduke, had established a station 

at Merri Merriwa where Elphinstone Creek meets the Burdekin. Like the vast 

majority of their fellow settlers they were also experiencing the hard 
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times of the early North Queensland settlement, Montague Curr is accredited 

with the first find of gold in the Ravenswood area; while mustering in the 

Elphinstone Creek area he found a 'show' of gold in his pannikin when 

drinking at the Creek, Thomas Aitken, a stockman on the neighbouring 

station, Ravenswood, (owned by Forbes and Dalrymple) had also found small 

deposits of gold in the area, but like the Curr brothers he was interested 

in land and cattle and subsequently made his way to Townsville to purchase 

large areas of land adjacent to the new town, (These areas were subsequently 

to become Aitkenvale), 

He took with him to Townsville the small amount of gold he had 

obtained in the Ravenswood Station area and persuaded three prospectors. 

Crane, Brooks and Kelly to try their luck in the area. This party on their 

way to the Burdekin River med Marmaduke Curr on his way to Townsville. 

Curr advised he knew of likely areas for gold and asked them to wait at 

his homestead until his return from Townsville. He subsequently took 

them to a place on Connolly Creek about eight miles from where that creek 

met the Burdekin. 

H.H.C. Hurle was also camped in this area a few hundred yards lower 

down the creek bank (Mid October I868). He reports in an address to the 

Historical Society of Queensland in 1917: 

One day, at the end of the month. Brooks appeared at our 
tent door, his face all smiles, and carrying a miner's 
prospecting dish, his eyes fixed on the bottom, judging 
from the expression of his face, it might have been full of 
minted sovereigns. He had come to let us know, and to show 
us, about a half ounce of gold which he had got in one dish 
full of wash-dirt taken from a gully not very far away. 

This was afterwards called Tucker Gully, at the head of which 
was afterwards discovered the Perseverance, Donnybrook, and 
other gold-bearing quartz reefs. 

The Perseverance was the first gold claim to be granted on the 
new goldfield, to John Slattery and party. The ground was 
pegged off by Mr. James Gordon, of Townsville, then the nearest 
police magistrate, who had come, or I may say been fetched to 
the district for that purpose. 

Marmadiike Curr anxious to publicise the new find took some gold, 

which he had traded for beef and other rations, to Bowen and returned to 

his property with fifteen diggers following him. Soon the area around 

Tucker Creek was a prosperous small township subsequently named Middle Camp. 
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On March 20, I869 the Port Denison Times reports: 

We have news from Ravenswood to the 12th instant. At that 
date there were about 100 people on the ground, all apparently 
doing well. So far it was all shallow sinking and gully 
raking. Opinions differ as to the prospect of the place 
becoming permanent diggings. There were no rations whatever 
on the ground at this date, but plenty on the road, handy. 
Fifty six ounces of gold have reached Bowen from Ravenswood. 
Considerable accessories to the population from Cape River 
and elsewhere are expected. 

The community that developed was a canvas and bark hut town. The 

diggers moved up and down Connolly Creek to start the camp at Trieste 

called Lower Camp and subsequently from Sandy Creek to gullies running 

into Elphinstone Creek to form a town on the present site of Ravenswood 

called "Top Camp" or "Upper Camp". Buchanan and Jessop gave their names 

to gullies in this area that were far richer than any of the previous 

sites. These gullies were the real commencement of the gold field for 

besides producing a large quantity of gold from surface workings, they 

bore unmistakable signs of being close to a large reefing district, this 

giving the early diggers a promise of something better. 

A rush took place to this new area and about October I869 a township 

was established in the new area. The first mine discovered was the 'General 

Grant' closely followed by the 'Sunset' and 'Melaneur' and soon after the 

'La Perouse'. 

The full value of the new reef could not be ascertained until 

crushing plants were established on the field. The ore was won and placed 

"on the grass" pending the arrival of adequate milling equipment. 

Mr. C Zimmerman of Bowen travelled to the field from Bowen in mid I869 to 

assess the demand for crushing machinery and returned to Bowen to float a 

company that "would yield a handsome profit to the shareholders". He had 

obtained guarantees in the area that the miners would favour his proposed 

Ravenswood Quartz Crushing Company with supplies of ore; however his venture 

failed to materialise for a number of reasons; the promoters required a 

bonus of 250 pounds worth of scrip in the new company for their act of 

promotion - this did not please the community, and it was pointed out that 

the prospectus issued made no mention of any management expenses, or of a 

margin for contingencies "the well known bugbear of all joint stock 

companies", nor did it allow for any future opposition - the proposed 
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stamping mill did not eventuate. 

In late I869 the gold field was in the grip of a drought and alluvial 

workings were virtually stopped. It was feared that the new township would 

have to be deserted for a while. Sixty men were engaged in alluvial mining 

at Lower Camp where their proximity to the Burdekin made conditions a little 

easier. New reefs were being found at daily intervals and the promise for 

the future was well established in spite of the current condition - "want 

of water for alluvial miners and crushing machinery for the reefs". 

The first mill arrived on the field on December 29, I869 and was the 

property of W.O. Hodgkinson, a colourful character who had been on exploring 

expeditions, edited the Mackay Mercury and who later became a Member of 

Parliament and the Minister for Mines, The new mill the 'Lady Marion' was 

situated at Burnt Point, a site midway between the Upper and Middle Camps 

and beside Connollys Creek. This site offered the potential to build a dam 

to supply water for the mill and provide good grazing and timber, all 

necessary for a successful venture. However the machine did not arrive in 

good condition - parts were broken in transit and it was not until May 7, 

1870 that we read in the Port Denison Times: 

Monday, April I8, 187O - the great event has taken place at 
last and Monday the l8th instant (Easter Monday) will hence 
forth be a red letter day in the history of the Ravenswood 
Gold Field. On the day mentioned the 'Lady Marion' quartz 
crushing machine started in the presence of a small number of 
interested spectators actually to crush; but owing to the 
incompleteness of some batters the public christening was 
announced to take place on some day next week. Thursday 
28th instant I understand being the day appointed for the 
ceremony. 

The first months crushing resulted in 1,083 oz of gold from 1+50 tons 

of stone from the principal mines. At Buchanans Gully in December I869 the 

following reefs were being worked - The General Grant, Sunrise, Sunset, 

London, Welcome, Melaneur, Shilmaleer, Overlander and Rose of Denmark with 

four unnamed reefs being prospected. At the Lower Camps we find the 

following - Donnybrook, Nil Desperandum, Triests and Perseverance, 

The drought eventually broke and the new field now found a new 

problem to further irritate the miners - "the unusually protracted wet 

season", communications with the.coast were shut off and "owing to the 

wonderful display of business talent of our store keepers, the field is now 

entirely bare of supplies of every description," 
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Storms were also encountered at this time of the year with disastrous 

results for the tents and temporary buildings and the Port Denison Times 

correspondent at the Ravenswood Diggings notes the considerable disaster 

that the field was without any alcohol. "Fancy a poor devil getting wet 

daily, and not a drop of PB or any other B to cheer him or the place - and 

pity us". 

The population of the new town was growing with stores, banks and 

public houses quickly appearing. The town was administered by an Acting 

Gold Commissioner, John P. Sharkey from the Gold Commissioners Office, 

Bowen. The miners were highly dissatisfied with this arrangement as 

Mr. Sharkey was not a resident of the field, merely including the local 

work among other responsibilities. 

Disputes at the field were very common. 

What with disputes, jumping cases, and claims for gold field 
rewards, and measuring off new prospecting claims, Mr. Sharkey 
is apt to have his hands full for some time, and the pressure 
of work might induce him to make sufficiently strong 
remonstrances to the Secretary for Works to cause His High 
Mightiness to appoint a resident Commissioner. It is perfectly 
absurd that an important and extensive gold field like this 
should depend on an occasional visit of an already overburdened 
officer. 

Eventually the miners' claims were heeded and the gold field was 

awarded its own Commissioner and Magistrate; Mr. T.R. Hackett. He was 

assisted by W.R.O. Hill who subsequently had a long and illustrious career 

in the Public Service of mining towns. 

Sickness on the field was common and described as "a malignant fever" 

with a "great resemblance to the so-called Gulf Fever". These early mines 

were primitive affairs - the profits were for living and not for 

investment in better equipment. A windlass and a greenhide bucket lifted 

the ore from mines that were seldom more than forty feet deep. The miners 

were a hardy crew - their ability to survive was measured by their ability 

to outride, outdig and outfight the next man. It comes as somewhat of a 

surprise to read of the diggers setting out with their long-barrelled Colt 

revolvers at their side. 

W.R.O. Hill in his book Forty Five Years Experiences in North 

Queensland I861 - 1905 tells of life in the infant town. 
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- A miner called Macrossan horse-whipped the Mining Warden in the muddy 
bed of Elphinstone Creek 

- Foot races were common and large wagers made on the results 
- There were forty-two pubs or shanties within a three mile radius 
- Police had tough times and often had to chain men to a log outside their 
tent while they went down town again to quell some fresh disturbance. 

The 'Lady Marion' mill made a substantial difference to the field and 

more energy was devoted to establishing reefing claims. The demsmd for 

more mills was strong, and the 'Vulcan', 'Enterprise' and 'Blanche' mills 

followed in the near future. 

North Queensland's first inland town of importance was emerging and 

Bowen and Townsville fought a considerable battle for the trade to and from 

the Ravenswood Diggings. Mr. Dippel from Bowen had established 'Dippels 

Track' from Townsville. Mark Reid was the manager of the Robert Towns and 

Company property at Woodstock and no doubt received instructions from his 

employers to establish a route from Cleveland Bay in order to catch this 

significant trade. The virtues of Dippels track and the Bowen Harbour were 

compared with the steepness of Reids Track and the lack of an adequate 

harbour in Townsville. When Lords new stamping mill arrived in Townsville 

destined for the Ravenswood field there was considerable difficiilty in 

unloading the equipment as the vessel had to wait for a sufficiently high 

tide to enable the unloading of the machine. The Bowenites were elated and 

the Port Denison Times, August 21, I87O reports: 

Mr. Lords Machine arrived per City of Townsville from 
Maryborough in Cleveland Bay early last week, but up to 
this has not been able to discharge her cargo, having to 
wait for spring tides to enter the little puddle-hole of 
a creek which serves as a port for Townsville. 

The battle waged on with the Bowen community offering free port dues 

for a period of six months for all goods bound for Ravenswood; but 

Townsville was eventually to win with their trump card - tracks to Bowen 

had to cross the Burdekin, often flooded; while the trade to Townsville 

did not encounter this obstacle. When the Cleveland Bay Express referred 

to the Northern Goldfields as "our inland goldfields" the wrath of the 

Port Denison Times was considerable. 

Dippels track passed over a reef on the other side of the Range from 

Ravenswood. This reef was soon recognised by the travellers and a further 

centre was added to the Ravenswood field called 'The Eight Mile Rush' later 

to be called Hillsborough. 
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Under the Gold Fields Regulations of I867 the finders of payable gold 

were to be rewarded by the Government. Claims for this award were heard 

by Mr. Sharkey at McLarens Store, Buchanans Gully on May 1, I870, and 

subsequently paid to Jessop, Buchanan and Smith. 

The Bank of New South Wales and the Australian Joint Stock Bank 

opened premises at the field. The gold escort from the Gilbert was routed 

to pass through Ravenswood on its way to Townsville, taking on its first 

journey 387 oz of gold. 

The new Court House was completed in I871 and replaced a 12' x 10' 

tent that had served as a temporary place of business. The first newspaper 

for the field, the Ravenswood Miner, owned by J.S. Reid first went to 

press in October I87O. 

By late I87O the alluvial gold was nearly exhausted for highly 

profitable winning and the fossickers were reported to be hardly 'making 

tucker'. Reefing was now the normal and a report dated November 5. I87O 

notes with some surprise that a 'Celestial' had discovered a reef at 

Lower Camp. The Chinese were essentially alluvial miners and not given to 

'quartz-reefing'. As in all Australian Gold Fields the Chinese were to be 

found, working alluvial deposits, picking over deserted claims and 

engaged in market gardening. At the Ravenswood field there is no doubt 

they enjoyed the same unpopularity as on other fields and their market 

gardens, while reported by one mining warden as providing much welcome 

additions to the diet of the area are also reported by another as having 

charged a half crown for a cabbage (weekly wages at this time would be 

about 3 pounds). The Chinese caused the Warden much despair as they 

would not report their winnings as required. Their gold was smuggled out 

of the country to China and they met the Warden's Request for the amount 

won with the reply 'Litee Gold'. Daintree reports the existence of 2,000 

Chinese on the Ravenswood field at this time. 

By November 26, I87O, Mr. P. Hishon is reported as having nearly 

completed his pretentious new grocery store and in December of the same 

year moves were afoot to build a hospital. Money for the Hospital was 

collected by donations and by means of amateur entertainment which 

realised 13 pounds. When the s\mi of 50 pounds was gathered a temporary 

hospital was to be constructed. Mr. West built a 'large commodious 

hotel' on the site 'lately occupied by the Jews Harp'. There was also 
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news of new crushing machines on their way from other gold fields and from 

as far away as New Zealand. 

A Gympie company sent the 'Central' crushing machine. Mr. W.F. Lloyds 

machine was erected at Upper Camp and the Valentine Machine from Rockhampton 

was on its way. A total of 52 stamps were expected to be in motion in 

early I871 and the new field now felt that the initial problems of 

establishment were solved. Mr. Steifletz, a Government Surveyor arrived 

to lay out the town in late I87O and the regular appearance of clergymen to 

take services signified that the town was now a proper part of the 

Victorian British Empire. The residents of the town must have felt very 

satisfied with the situation and the rapid progress of a few years - there 

were reefs everywhere one looked, and crushings were revealing very 

substantial results for their efforts. The 'Working Miner' was added to 

the number of the crushing mills, and the escorts accompanied increasing 

amounts of gold each trip. New reefs such as 'The Morning Light' and 'The 

Premier' proved to be as rich as previous finds, such reefs often being 

found as little as six feet below the surface. However 'The Morning Light' 

claim proved to be the advent on the field of a new experience for 

Ravenswood. The finders had registered their claim, sold three 'half-shares' 

in the same and then 'decamped'. The claim proved to be 'salted'. Another 

difficulty was soon to arise. Bateman and Buchanans' Sunset mine was sunk 

to the water level at 62 feet depth. Below this water level the quartz 

was to change in nature to the 'Mundic Stone' that baffled the miners •until 

the late part of the century. 

The Royal Commission on Gold Mining had sittings in Ravenswood in 

1871 under the chairmanship of the Hon. R. Pring Q.C The proceedings 

record the niimber of miners on the field as: 

Upper Camp 
Middle Camp 
Lower Camp 
Eight Mile Rush 

500 
300 
50 
50 

The Hospital was completed in January I87I with Dr. P. Scharffenburg 

as House Surgeon. Subscriptions for the hospital totalled 210 pounds. 

The Warden announced in February 187I that cakes of gold in excess 

of 500 oz would not be taken by the escort as they were too difficult to 

handle. The miners who paid 6d per on for transport felt this was not 

reasonable and requested that a spring cart be used instead of the pack 

horses. 
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Improvements to the town continued at a rapid pace and reflected the 

increasing amount of gold coming from the crushing machines. W.A. Ross 

and Company, S.F. Walker and Company both Townsville firms 'have erected 

commodious stores', the old premises of 'Ross and Company having been 

purchased by James Lynch to convert them into a hotel'. 

Mr. Harne's 'public house' was being built and improvements were being 

made to Fulton's 'Melbourne Hotel' and Aisbett's 'Family Hotel'. As well 

as the above 'there are innumerable small business places and residences 

springing up daily like mushrooms.' 

Substantial weatherboard buildings with iron roofs slowly took the 

place of the sapling walls and calico roofs of the shanties which were now 

only to be found on the outskirts of the town. There was an Amateior 

Dramatic Club whose profits went to the Hospital, two cricket teams and a 

jockey club. 

There was a great need for a normal school. The Roman Catholic 

community were opening subscriptions to establish a church and on July 20, 

1871 - a tender of 300 pounds was accepted for the erection of the new 

Roman Catholic Chapel. Fr. Connolly of Townsville laid the foundation 

stone of the new Roman Catholic Chapel in early August I87I. 

As 1871 drew to an end the new town knew no end to its confidence in 

the future. Prospectors were reaching out from Ravenswood to adjoining 

areas. Mosman, Clarke and Frazer were prospecting in the Biirdekin Area. 

We read in the Port Denison Times, August 26, I87I: 
— ^ 

The Future of Ravenswood - though by no means professional 
prophets, we think that the time is not far distant when 
the gigantic strides of Ravenswood into wealth and position 
will be prominently brought before the whole of the colonies. 
Any person who has felt any misgiving in reference to the 
solidity of our mineral wealth will have to won before many 
months (not to say years) have passed that Ravenswood will 
rival the richest of the Victorian mines in population and 
amount of production. Situated in the midst of a vast mining 
region, where countless gold bearing reefs crop up in all 
directions - with galena and other ores in abundance - is it 
too much to say that we must eventually occupy the position 
we have stated! On some of our reefs - notably the General 
Grant, Sunset and Mellneur - the proprietors are sinking deep 
shafts to test the groiind. Pxomping engines and gear are also 
being prepared to get rid of the water at lower levels. Let 
these shafts or any one of them prove to the croakers (if any 
exist) that our reefs are rich below as on the top, and our 
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predictions will be found to be under not over the mark. 
The machinery and labour referred to are the resTilt of 
capital, not foreign but of home growth - the fruit of the 
toil of the industrious miner; and we trust that no man who 
has put his brains, his labour and his money into the 
enterprise will be disappointed. 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS OF STUBBORNNESS 

The 'Gigantic strides' of Ravenswood were real. The Cape River 

diggings were quickly being worked out and Ravenswood stood alone, close 

to the coast and supplies, as the major centre of gold mining in North 

Queensland. In I87O, 8,26l oz and in I87I, 60,1+1+1+ oz of gold had been won 

and the prospects for the future coiild not have been better. However, two 

major difficulties lay ahead. Hugh Mosman returned from the upper areas 

of the Burdekin with news that took a considerable number of the miners to 

his new bonanza at Charters Towers; the second difficulty was of far more 

consequence. When the water level was reached the nature of the stone 

changed to a 'mundic' ore that baffled the miners for the next twenty five 

years. The difficulty of extracting the gold from the mundic ore was such 

that we read in the Mining Warden's Report: 

An exodus now took place, and Ravenswood decreased, while the 
newer goldfield. Charters Towers, went ahead with great 
rapidity. The year I872 was one of memorable depression, yet 
one of the chief incidents in connection with it was the 
erection of machinery for the treatment of tailings; many and 
various were the experiments tried without success; the 
general body of the miners became disheartened, and with the 
exception of a new claim, the field became deserted almost, 
but not quite: some of the old identities stuck to the old 
place. 

Accurate records of the years I872-I876 are not available, but in 

1877 we note a total production of 13,252 oz and a popiilation of 950 

people. The 'great future' had not materialised. 

Charters Towers boomed and in the competition for capital, equipment 

and manpower. Charters Towers with its far more treatable ores won every 

round. However, like Ravenswood, Charters Towers was also to suffer in 

these years with 'rushes' to other centres in the North. The miners were 

essentially nomadic - the slightest news of even more riches in other areas 

was sufficient to cause a considerable movement in their ntjmbers. 
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The year I88O saw an important new development for Ravenswood. Mr. 

King an experienced silver miner from New South Wales had prospected the 

area for silver. Initial prospecting happened at Dreghorn and Mt. Wright 

before finally selecting 'The One Mile' or 'Totley' and the best site for 

silver mining. They took up two selections comprising 320 acres and in 

1880 had obtained 130 oz to the ton for their first winnings of 1+0 tons. 

Silver was to sustain the town through the difficult period of the I88O-I89O. 

The gold production dropped rapidly over the years I88O to l882 and about 

this period the succession of endless solutions to the problems of the 

mundic stone start to appear in the Mining Warden's reports. 

In 1881 we read: 

Mr. Flude, a good authority from the Ballarat School of 
Mines, visited us recently and was greatly impressed with 
the richness of this district in different kinds of minerals, 
and he gives it as his opinion that it will not be a very 
difficult matter to erect proper furnaces to treat them 
satisfactorily. I believe he intends visiting us again, 
when I trust he will be able to enlighten the mill owners, 
and be the means of bienefiting not only them but the 
working miners also and the inhabitants of the field in 
general. 

About 1882 the Mundic Ore is mentioned as being exported. The assays 

showed that it contained considerable amounts of gold and export of the ore 

was the only solution to the problem for the local miners. The cost of 

freight together with the uncertainty of the return from the ore put the 

community into even more despair, while their neighbouring town Charters 

Towers lived a life of easy splendour. However, the railway branch from 

the Charters Towers line was being built which promised cheaper freights for 

both the mundic ore and the silver so there was still a promised future for 

the town. Warden P,W, Pears reports in l883: 

Mundic Ore - With reference to the export of mundic ore, the 
results of the year's work have been, I regret to say, by no 
means so satisfactory on the whole as could be wished. There 
appears to be great difficulty in arriving, on the ground, at 
a correct estimate of the amount of gold contained in the 
stone on an average. This arises from the absence of proper 
appliances for sampling. The result has been in several 
cases the exporting has even resulted in considerable loss 
to the senders. 

188I+ saw an improveme ^ !« production to ll+,192 oz. The Black Jack, 

Grant, Mellaneur and John Bull were producing well and a new hope was the 
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establishment of "The Ravenswood Smelting Company". They promised to beat 

the miindic by producing from the ore a copper bullion, and thence by the 

aid of an electric-dynamo machine the separation of the gold from the copper 

and zinc. The railway had been opened in I883 connecting the field with 

the seaboard promising cheaper freights from the town of the mundic ore and 

silver concentrates and similar cheaper freights to the town for machinery. 

The Ravenswood Smelting Company operations were reported in I885 as 

a failure, but they were changing the techniques and this would surely be 

the beginning of a new era removing the necessity of exporting the ore to 

England and Germany. 

1886 brought new despair, a significant drop in gold production to 

only 9,21+1+ oz. The Grant, Sunset and Black Jack mines were under exemption 

and the only mine with any promise was the John Bull where they were free 

of the problem of the mundic stone. 

Warden John Archibald reports for I886: 

The results of the year's operations are anything but 
satisfactory, considering the apparent bright prospects 
which showed themselves on every hand when I penned my 
report for I885. Then the Ravenswood Gold Smelting 
Company's Works were in full swing reducing large 
quantities of ore, the owners affirming they were not 
only a financial success, but by them they had overcome 
the treatment of the Ravenswood complex ores, which had 
baffled scientists for so many years. Cassell's Gold 
Extracting Works were then in course of erection, by which, 
under an improved form of the application of chlorine gas, 
it was earnestly hoped something satisfactory in the 
treatment of gold ores would have been the result. Not so, 
however.... Failure after failure of processes patented for 
treatment of the mundics of this field are not calcvilated 
to inspire the miners with bright hopes of any early solution 
of this great question. 

Mechanical means are to my mind entirely out of the question. 
It is a matter which commends itself to the attention of 
scientists more than to the practical miner or amalgamator, 
as it is by chemistry alone that we may hope to have solved 
the reduction of our base mundics to the same conditions as 
they woirLd be by long exposure to sun and weather. I am glad 
to notice that Mr. J. MacDonald Cameron, MP. for Wick (Who 
for five years had the post of instructor in the original 
research Department of the Royal School of Mines, London) 
when interviewed a few days ago, at Townsville said - "I 
believe before long science will provide a satisfactory 
solution to the difficulty by the aid of chemistry." Let 
us hope this may be so, as goldmining at Ravenswood cannot, 
in ny opinion, advance until that epoch arrives. 
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In 1887 the properties of "The Ravenswood Gold Smelting Company" 

changed hands having been brought by a London Company who were going to 

install at Ravenswood machinery to enable the processing of the ore by "the 

lately patented Newbury-Vautin 'process'" - "should this process prove 

successful a splendid future is before the field." 

The principal mines reported in I887 were: 

Black Jack - Underlie 1+75 feet 
Grant - Vertical Shaft 110 feet 

- Underlie 390 feet 
Sunset - Vertical Shaft 130 feet 

- Underlie 170 feet 

The new company which owned these mines was the "Ravenswood Gold Company 

Limited" with a capital of $100,000. This is the first reference in the 

Warden's Reports to the introduction of British capital in large amounts 

into the Ravenswood scene. The practice of English capitalists putting 

money into Queensland mines had been increasing in other areas for a time 

and in I886 the Charters Towers Mining Exchange was in the zenith of its 

'boom conditions'. The considerable advantage of any mine having a 

'Queensland' location was no doubt important in floating this new company. 

Again Ravenswood felt the future was their's and Warden Vaughan 

reported in l887: 

In conclusion, although the only interest on this field to 
date has been the mining interest, the agricultural interest 
will, in the future, go hand-in-hand with it. The climate 
is well known to be exceptionally good, while the rainfall 
is regular and amply sufficient for the growth of cereals, 
and although the only agriculture on the field is to be 
found in Chinese gardens, the necessities of the inhabitants 
will induce agriculturists to settle on the soil, which in 
every valley is rich enough to grow anything. It requires 
no stretch of imagination to see that in a few years a very 
large population will be found here following agricultural 
and mining pursuits, and enjoying a health, wealth, and 
prosperity that a district so richly endowed by nature as 
this is can give. 

The 1888 Report sadly tells that the main mines of Ravenswood, the 

Black Jack, Sunset and Grant have not been worked for a large portion of 

the year - the new process of their owners the Ravenswood Gold Company 

(Manager H.H. Barton) does not seem to be working well, however, a company 

previously known as Cassells Company has had two men in town called Duncan 

and Maclntyre who have "a new secret process of their own which if it proves 

successful will revolutionise our mundic workings and prove the philosophers 

stone to Ravenswood". 
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The next year I889 brought a significant increase in the gold yield 

from 10,666 oz in I888 to 15,719 oz in 1889 and the chief portion of this 

increase came from Bartons mines the Grant, Sunset and Black Jack, from 

Trenfields mine the John Bull, and from the New England. Mr. Barton's 

process (a chlorination process) was working considerably better than in 

the past and the treatment of the ores given in their Mabel Mill was 

recovering significantly more of the gold than in the past. 

In 1890 Barton's mines were going well enough to consider taking up 

the re-working of the Mellaneur which had been so profitable in previous 

times and the availability of Barton's Mabel Mill for the rest of the 

community was a considerable impetus to the other mines. 

The period I89O-I893 again marks a decrease in the gold production, 

while there was an increase in the nvunber of tons of ore treated. The 

yield per ton of ore was dropping from 16 dwt to 13 dwt and some mines 

were still compelled to send their ore to the 'Aldershot' refinery at 

Maryborough. Warden Kelly Cusack writes in his usual clear style in his. 

report for I89I: 

It is speaking but very weakly indeed for our so-called 
"advanced" machinery in works, "improved" modes of treatment, 
and newest "styles" of furnaces, and treatment by the "chlorine 
process", etc. etc. when we find mine-owners, after raising the 
ore, being obliged to bag it, cart it to the railway, and ship 
it to Aldershot Works, Maryborough to get the best value for 
their ore. Yet such is the case - the proof is there by the 
returns - and there is no gainsaying the fact that the 
Shelmalier miners have found more profit, after doing all this, 
by sending their ores to Maryborough than either selling or 
treating them locally. Such should not be the case; and how 
long is this going to last? For, until our pyritous ores are 
treated locally, and at a fair and moderate rate, or at a rate 
profitable to those who raise them the mundic reefs here must 
be a complete 'dead letter' - a matter not to be discussed. I 
am perfectly convinced, the more I see of our treatment here 
daily, that for the main body of our mundic ores, smelting, or 
some form of it, will ultimately prove successful. There are 
certainly processes here, such as Barton's Chlorinating Works 
and Cassell's Works, which act satisfactorily on certain classes 
of ores, but are not suited to all ores. I believe that smelting 
can and will prove satisfactory and profitable to all by-and-by, 
when science has advanced a little more. Mr. H.H. Barton claims 
to be able to treat all ores at his works, and I believe he can 
do so: but treatment alone is one thing, and profitable treatment 
quite another. Still a good deal could be done locally by 
united action if the divisional board could see its way to take 
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the matter up, and that every business man acted "with a 
will" in assisting the board's endeavoiirs in the direction 
indicated. 

The silver mining had now been in abeyance for a number of years -

the costs of extracting the ore had grown, the yield per ton was down and 

the Warden saw fit to issue a pastoral letter to his flock. 

By 1893 the gold production was down to 9,036 oz one of the lowest 

results for many years, but in this year of failing returns a most 

significant entry in the Warden's Report is to be found in his account of 

the matter-of-fact details of the field. 

The John Bull Leases (37 acres) at Sandy Creek have been idle 
throu^ being exempted the entire year, the mines dismantled, 
and the pumps drawn. About the last part of September 
quarter the owners (Messts. Sidley and Trenfield) put their 
mines, and St. George (twenty head) battery, with all pimiping 
and winding machinery thereon, under a fixed offer to 
Mr. Archibald L. Wilson, a mine manager, here, who, with the 
assistance of local subscriptions, proceeded to London with 
a view to floating the property into a company, or selling 
the concern outright to capitalists there, if possible to 
do so. The figure asked was very moderate and reasonable. 
Recent cablegrams from Mr. Wilson go to show that he has 
been successful in forming a syndicate to purchase the mine, 
subject to approval, and it is intimated that a director is 
coming here with Mr. Wilson leaving London about March 1 next, 
for that object. A substantial deposit in cash has been 
lodged upon this understanding in the local branch of the 
Queensland National Bank here, and it is hoped by everyone 
in this district that the flotation may be completed without 
a hitch, as while the two John Bxill Leases were working, 
a large mining community was prosperously settled at 
Evlinton, the little township surveyed some years ago close 
to the leases in question. The yield from this mine proved 
for many years a very constant and no mean factor in our 
output of reef gold, and the loss of which has been felt 
materially in every way by the business people here. We 
are led now to the hope that the worst is over, and that 
the John Bull Mile will again come to the front as a gold 
producer. 

The hospital was closed for a major portion of I893, the lack of 

funds and patients named as the cause, for apart from one epidemic of 

measles which closed the "State and Nun's Schools" the health of the 

commvmity was excellent. 

I89I+ saw an increase in the amoiint of gold from 9,036 oz in l893 to 

15,973 oz in I89I+ and we find the Warden in his annual exhortation to his 
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coimnunity advising that this field needs the 'importing of capital' with new 

methods of treatment to put the field in the rank of the first class gold 

producers. The Ravenswood Gold Company was reported as labouring under 

many diffic\ilties. 

The most significant entry for the year I89I+ is as follows: 

At Evlinton, Sandy Creek, easterly from Ravenswood three miles, 
the John Bull mines have been again started. As given previously 
in my quarterly reports, Mr. Archibald L. Wilson proceeding in 
England, succeeded in floating this property in London during 
the end of I893, and took possession of the mine and mill in 
April I89I+, for his syndicate, represented locally by Mr. E.D. 
Miles, of Charters Towers, with Mr. Wilson as general manager. 
A new straight 3-compartment shaft was blocked out (expected 
to cut the Bull Reef at 6OO feet vertical), and valuable 
double-winding and pumping gear, with all the latest 
improvements, placed thereon. Three rock-drills are used in 
the sinking, which is by contract, and fair headway has been 
made, all things considered, up to the end of the year. The 
shaft is down 165 feet, and progressing satisfactorily. 

Some trouble arose at first until the rock-drill arrived, but 
at present everything is working smoothly and well. The 
whole of the works erected are most substantial, and with due 
regard to economy, and reflect much credit upon Mr. Wilson's 
ability, judgment, and enterprise. 

1895 tells of great difficulties for many mines and the New England 

mines were closed for reasons of 'great outlay, reckless expenditure, 

misfortune in mining, mismanagement and collapse!! While in comparison: 

The John Bull Leases, at Sandy Creek, have under the 
management of Mr. A.L. Wilson, done excellent work during 
the year. A very superior shaft (with the necessary winding 
machinery and pumping gear) has been sunk, cutting the reef, 
as anticipated, at 606 to 6IO feet. This was sunk by contract 
through the agency of the Ingersoll drill in wonderfully quick 
time for Ravenswood and at a cost far below anything of the 
kind ever previously attempted here. 

1896-97 completes the Second Stage of the Ravenswood story. Mr. 

Wilson's John Bull Mine is reported as being in a most prosperous and well-

managed state while the town suffered the severe blow of the closing of the 

Grant and Black Jack, the same having been closed when the Q.N. Bank 

registered a lien over these leases. Many other mines were reported to be 

in trouble and the Warden's report for l897 indicates that the field needs 

'new capital and new techniques'. 
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In 1897 tributors were working the Grant, Melaneur and Black Jack, 

together with the Mabel Mill. The Warden laments again that poor 

management in the treatment works was costing the field thousands of ounces 

of gold all for the lack of proper scientists. Cyaniding made its 

appearance in these years with much improved results for the yield of gold. 

In 1898 the results of the field were considerably better than in the 

previous year reaching 30,835 oz, the consequence of better methods on the 

field and the resiilts of the cyaniding process. Donnybrook and Trieste 

were once again showing good returns. Mr. A.L. Wilson was in London again 

to arrange for capital to take over the Grant, Sunset, Black Jack and 

Melaneur properties, together with the Mable Mill and the Warden reports 

that he has had a cable that negotiations were going successfully. The 

yield for I898 was the highest to that date in the history of the field -

30,835 oz - without a significant rise in population. New Ravenswood was 

about to arrive. 

The period 1872 - I898 marks a period in Ravenswood of endless changing 

fortunes. In spite of the endless problems the community apparently lived 

a fairly stable life. 

The population after an initial build up to about 2,000 in I883 

showed only small variations luitil I898. While the yield of gold was low 

in some years, it was compensated for by the products of the silver mines 

in the early eighties. Pughs Almanac gives us a picture of the structure 

of the town in these times. A School of Arts had been established early 

in the life of the town and in I876 the Alxaanac notes that the School of 

Arts had 70 members, with a very fair library and all of the leading 

newspapers. The Church of England had erected a substantial building in 

1879 in Elphinstone Street, and in 1885 a Convent and Convent School were 

established. No hotels of this period remain, there having been between 

5 to 7 hotels on an average. The new hospital must have been built in this 

period as surveys of the area in I89O indicate that it was not on the site 

indicated in l872. A Mining Warden's House named 'Grant Cottage' replaced 

the home shown on the l872 drawing and it is likely that it was built in 

this period. The town was serviced by hotels, butchers shops, bakers, 

blacksmiths, plumbers, chemists, grocers, hairdressers, cabinet makers, 

bootmakers, bxiilders, newsagents, drapers, painters, tinsmiths, dressmakers, 
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printers, an ironmonger, music teacher, product merchants, livery stables, 

saddlers, saw mills, tailors, tobacconists, undertakers, photographers, and 

a watchmaker. Ownership of the shops changed frequently. 

Professional services were provided by 'medical men', solicitors, 

assayers and brokers. Sporting opportunities were provided by a jockey 

club (3 meetings a year), lawntennis, football and cricket. 

NEW RAVENSWOOD 

New Ravenswood is an appropriate name for the third phase of the 

Ravenswood history. I898 had been a record year in both Ravenswood and 

Charters Towers because of the increased yields given by the cyanide 

process. Confidence was high in the region and in Ravenswood Mr. Wilson 

fresh from his triumphs at the John Bull mine had control of the major 

mines of the town as Manager of the New Ravenswood Limited. A Charters 

Towers share-broker, Sydney Hood Thorp, had established a Mining Exchange 

in Ravenswood and was able to introduce capital to the area with successful 

'flotations' of many of the mining properties into joint stock companies. 

At last Warden Kelly-Cusack's hope was to materialise - capital, management 

and energy had arrived simultaneously. 

Our day for small things has passed away, and the fossicker 
in the brown stone with it. We must be now capitalists or 
nothing. We undertake the formation of companies, not 
syndicates, or little mateships as heretofore. 

The Donnybrook P.O., the Donnybrook Blocks and the Erin's Hope at 

Brookville were the first mines to perform well in I899. The Donnybrook 

P.O. had been started again by a syndicate of 10 men, five to work the mine 

and five to guarantee their wages - their first crushings ensured the 

continuity of the mine. 

A.L. Wilson set about to re-equip the mines of the New Ravenswood 

Limited - the tramways and machinery were put in order and the Mabel Mill 

was equipped with the new 'Wilfley' Tables, a vibrating table that made the 

concentration of the gold bearing ore a very simple task. The re-equipping 

process was reasonably long and expensive and it was not until January I9OO 

that the Mabel Mill was ready to crush again. The concentrates from the 

Mill were to go to the Aldershot Refinery which had a business connection 

with the New Ravenswood Limited. Cyaniding was not used, the ore being too 

refractory for this process. 
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Mr. Bartons Mill 'The Brothers' was re-equipped mainly to handle the 

ore from the Donnybrook P.C in which Mr. Barton and his son were 

shareholders. A cyanide plant was established at 'The Brothers' Mill to 

purchase sands and slimes from the miners, treat them and retain the profits. 

Samples of Ravenswood ores had been sent to London for the Greater Britain 

Exhibition of I889 and no doubt this publicity did much to help the 

Ravenswood demand for capital. 

In earlier times many reefs had been worked down to the 'mundic' and 

then deserted - these were now taken up again and capital for the field 

came from Charters Towers, Townsville, Gympie and the capital cities of 

Australia as well as overseas. The Hillsborough Mines were revived and one 

claim purchased by a group through Mr. A.L. Wilson gave crushings as high 

as 27.5 oz to the ton. At the Donnybrook mine a township called Brookville 

grew up around the mining area and contained four hotels and stores as 

well as housing and a mill to crush the ore of the mines. 

In November I9OI a lease was applied for to start 'The Deep Mines' 

the first real deep mining venture on the Ravenswood field. The worst 

drought in the history of the field occurred in 1902, but while it caused 

some inconvenience in the supply of water for crushing, it was generally 

seen as a bonus for the area - the shafts were able to sink at a faster 

rate without the inconvenience of pumping and work to establish dams for 

the Mabel and Brothers Mills was able to be put in hand. The 'Sunset' 

mine, the principal mine of the New Ravenswood Limited settled down to 

produce a seemingly endless supply of 3 oz stone - 2 oz of free gold at 

crushing with a further ounce coming from the refinery at Aldershot, 

By 1903 the population had reached a peak of l+,707, an increase of 

1,900 since I899, and the gold production climbed to 50,000 oz for the 

year. In 1903 Warden Kelly Cusack reports: 

Anyone familiar with this town and the works around it, as 
they existed at the end of 1902, and contrasting the present 
appearance of the place with that period, must be forcibly 
struck with the rapid development that has taken place in 
every way - in mining, building, machinery, and increased 
population - the last the most marked sign of all. New 
shafts - to us "deep" shafts - are most conspicuous, their 
surface works standing out boldly from hill top to hill top, 
and forming on the Grant and Sunset line along (from the Rob 
Roy on the south to the New Irish Girl on the north) almost 
a mile in extent without a break. Our progress has been 
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indeed excellent; and the numerous new buildings - cottages, 
stores and shops - emphasise the face beyond question in 
every direction. 

The progress of the field, on the whole has been sound. 
Adventures that had not an "honest face" upon them have 
gone to the wall, and are getting left behind. Those 
that were merely 'spec' under takings - company flotations 
dependent on others before them to "make the running" -
have not succeeded in doing so; and the result will in 
most cases, be non-payment of the current rents, refusal 
to get continued exemptions without fulfilling the 
necessary laboior conditions, .forfeiture of the holdings, 
and cancellation of the applications. I do not, however, 
anticipate that we shall have much of this to deal with. 

After the years of exhortations, advice and pleas the Warden's town 

had arrived, but at the moment of arrival the beginning of the end was also 

starting to be evident. The Donnybrook P.C. lost the reef and the Grand 

Junction which had been suiik to cut the Sunset reef 'wedged out' on the 

only promising reef they had found. The London could not cope with the 

water which flowed in from Elphinstone Creek through linderground fissures 

while the Shelmalier foimd that the ore was not up to expectation. However, 

the Sunset continued to supply good stone and maintained the productivity 

of the field. 

Warden Kelly Cusack's prophesy at the beginning of the New Ravenswood 

era had turned out to be correct, the town continued to be prosperous 

because capital was available for new exploration in the mines that were in 

trouble. However by I906 all was not well, many of the mines were closed, 

Brookville had come to its second conclusion and the Deep Mines had been 

closed having been a miserable failure. A total depth of 1,536 feet had 

been s\ink at The Deep for a total yield of 2l+0 oz of gold. Even the 

mighty 'Sunset' was starting to fail as "the gold appears to be getting 

poorer in quality as depth is attained and the yield decreasing". 

In 1910 the beloved Kelly Cusack died having been Warden of the 

Ravenswood Gold Field for a period of twenty-two years. By 1912 the first 

major strike appeared in Ravenswood - one wonders whether these two facts 

are related in some way. Kelly Cusack had been an endless supporter of 

A.L. Wilson; he had made complimentary remarks about his ability in every 

Warden's Report for many years, and newspaper reports of the time show 

that they were close personal friends. Wilson was by all reports abrasive 
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in his manner, yet he had the ability that Kelly Cusack had often hoped for 

in the second period of his history. He was no doubt assisted in his work 

by the support of the Warden - "We must be capitalists or nothing'." -

without this support the radicalism of the Charters Towers miners was able 

to gain a foothold in Ravenswood. 

The strike divided the town previously strongly .united perhaps by 25 

years of 'little mateships' into two opposing factions. 'Scab labour' was 

used to work the mines and those miners who would not join the 'scabs' left 

the town to seek work in the Sugar Industry and the Copper mines of the 

Far West. The I91I+ war saw the enlistment of many men of Ravenswood almost 

as an answer to a collapsing situation and by I917 New Ravenswood Limited 

was in liquidation. New Ravenswood had ended. 

Interviews with old residents of Ravenswood reveal a rich quality 

of community life in the period of New Ravenswood - perhaps twenty five 

years of shared difficulties made them determined that their ultimate 

triumph was not to be spoilt. The town was rich in social and sporting 

activities, dramatic societies and Rugby Union football clubs flourished 

all under the patronage of A.L. Wilson 'the uncrowned King of Ravenswood'. 

This period came to an end with Wilson's statement - 'I made this town and 

I'll bugger it before I'll give in to the strikers!', the unfortunate 

statement of a man pressed by employees for higher wages and by shareholders 

for returns in a period of collapsing returns from his mines. 

It is in this period of the town's history that most of the buildings 

which are to be found in Ravenswood today were built. Jim Delaney's 

Imperial Hotel and Jim Moran's Railway Hotel were built in 1902. 'Thorps 

Buildings' were built as premises for Hollimans Limited in about 1905-1906. 

The Ambulance Centre was built in 190I+ and the Catholic Church and State 

School were extended in 1905 for the increased population of the New 

Ravenswood era. With the collapse of Ravenswood the town was mined of its 

buildings mainly to Home Hill, Ayr and Giru - in 1975 only the Conmiunity 

buildings and the masonry structures remain, fortunately enough to enable 

our generation to understand the structure Of a mining town in the period 

1868-1917. 
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