
    Totley History Group 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 27 January 2016 
 

Present: 
57 People 
 
General Items: 
 
Everyone enjoyed our December meeting at Ecclesall Church to see the 
Sheffield Folk Chorale perform a selection of winter songs 
 
The group is in the process of moving Brian Edwards’ archives into 
Totley library, there will be a notice on the archive cabinet with details of 
who to contact from the group if anyone wishes to view them. 
 
Rota for War Memorial Cleaning – Anyone interested in helping with this 
is welcome, please speak to Pauline or Dorothy to let them know. 
 
Our next meeting in February is a talk by Mick Spick about the A-Z of 
Sheffield history. 
 
Pauline is currently writing a book about the Dore and Totley 
Minesweeping Trawlers Comforts Fund.  It is a fascinating story of a 
group from this area who became the largest producers of knitted 
garments for the navy in the war, if anyone has any memories or if any 
parents have any memories Pauline would love to hear about them.   
 
Speaker – Ted Hancock 
 
Our talk this month was by Ted Hancock who spoke about the Dore to 
Chinley railway, the Hope Valley line, with emphasis on the Dore and 
Totley area.   Ted is finishing a book on the subject and has visited our 
Group before to give us another of his interesting talks.  Please contact 
Ted if you are interested in purchasing his new book. 
 
The line was first built in 1872 due to pressures by the industrialists, it 
was from Grimesthorpe to Tapton at Chesterfield.   Dore and Totley 
station did not exist for another 2 years. 
 
The Midland Railway company worked this line and it was used for 
freight (from 1893) and passenger services, we could see on one of the 
postcards an advert for trips to Blackpool by train.  There was a steep 
incline on the track up to Dore and beyond which caused issues when 
building the line. 



 
Dore and Totley station had a station master’s house on Abbeydale Road 
and on Platform 1 were a booking office and waiting room, these are now 
a restaurant.  There was also a building on the opposite platform that 
housed toilets which was later demolished. 
 
The lines were widened and these opened in 1901, there was also a new 
footbridge across the track and a new platform and shelter. 
 
At this time Twentywell Sic (stream) Lane ended by the station buildings 
and not on the route it does today.  The road was straightened to allow the 
building of a road bridge over the new Hope Valley line. 
 
The Midland Railway Company kept their trains in immaculate condition, 
they were red and often doubleheaded (2 engines) 
 
Dore and Totley Church was located by the side of the line near the 
station approach, the engine drivers often enjoyed blowing their whistle 
which upset the church caretaker.  In 1908 this church was moved, in one 
piece, to Totley Brook Road where in 1913 it was replaced by the stone 
building we see today 
 
We could see on the station platform a postcard stand and also shelves for 
guidebooks, the railway company were very enterprising.  Also adverts 
could be seen, one for Hovis, and weighing scales on the side of the 
platform.  It was noted how lovely the lamps looked on the footbridge 
and platforms. 
 
During the 1950s during the holiday season extra carriages would be used 
on the line, these spare carriages would have been sat in storage for the 
remainder of the year and were often dusty and damp 
 
The entrance to the Bradway and Dore tunnels had beautiful stone 
entrances. 
 
There was a postcard showing the line in 1948 and the land by the side of 
the rail line looked very rural, not like today with all the houses and 
woodland.  There were cows grazing by the side of the train line. 
 
The course of the Old Hay Brook was changed for the building of the line 
and there was an aqueduct constructed to carry the water, this can still be 
seen today. 
 
The Totley Tunnel was the longest land tunnel of its time.   
 



Ted was thanked for his fascinating and knowledgeable talk and this was 
commented on by one of the attendees who is a railway enthusiast.  The 
number of attendees tonight was our highest ever! 
 
Future Programme 
 
24 Feb A – Z of Sheffield – Mick Spick 
23 Mar Open Meeting – A chance to talk about recent research. 
27 Apr AGM followed by The Cathedral – 900 years of Sheffield in 

one building 
25 May To be confirmed – Sheffield Industrial Museums 
June  To be confirmed – Guided visit to Abbeydale Industrial 

Hamlet 
20 July  Curiosities of Derbyshire and S Yorkshire – John Taylor 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library apart from December’s 
meeting. 
 
 



    Totley History Group 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 24 February 2016 
 

Present: 
37 People 
 
General Items: 
 
Unfortunately our speaker for tonight, Mick Spick, has been taken ill.  He 
was going to talk about the A-Z of Sheffield history and hopes to give 
this talk when he is feeling better. 
 
Sadly David Hey the local historian died on the 14 February, his funeral 
is tomorrow. 
 
Our next meeting is an open meeting and themed around Old Totley, 
Christine is bringing along the scanner and projector for the postcards, 
photos.  Everyone is welcome and it would be great if you bring along 
any of your own old photos, old does not mean 100 years ago, it can be 
quite recent!  
 
Speaker – Andrew Swift 
 
Our speaker for tonight is Andrew Swift and we are grateful that he could 
attend at short notice.  Andrew Swift gave us a fascinating talk about 
Sheffield’s motor manufacturing era from 1900 to 1930. 
 
Starting in 1900 Sheffield was dominated by horse drawn transport, with 
over 10,000 working horses in Sheffield resulting in lots of manure on the 
streets! 
 
By 1904 cars were arriving into Sheffield and were considered a play 
thing for the wealthy.  They cost the equivalent in today’s money of 
around £100,000.  It was costly to keep a car as costs included a 
chauffeur to start it up, stables to be converted to a garage, it would cost 
the equivalent of £10,000 for the tyres.  It was an expensive hobby.  
Thriving towns were starting to make cars and this included Sheffield. 
 
By 1911 motor builders were starting production who were originally 
coach builders. 
 
One of the first cars to be manufactured was the Hallamshire car and was 
typical of cars of this time.  During 1903 they made 6 cars.  By 1906 it 
was decided that it was not worthwhile continuing to make these cars and 



they returned to their core business of horse drawn vehicles and later 
buses. 
 
The Cavendish Car was made by the Sheffield Motor Company on 
Cavendish Street.  Unfortunately there are no surviving cars, they were 
buying in cars and putting a Cavendish badge on them.  They too realised 
that they were not making any money and they became a car dealer and 
Sheffield Motor Company eventually became Kennings. 
 
La Plata, part of Burger and Ball who still make garden tools, made La 
Plata cars and they too became a dealer. 
 
Yorkshire Engineering Company – They had lots of premises that were 
producing steam engines and they went into motor manufacturing and 
bought in components from Mercedes Daimler.  A consortium of people 
offered them the opportunity to buy engines using Mercedes Daimler to 
mount a chassis and produce an exotic car.  They later discovered that 
there was no consortium so were left with a lot of powerful engines that 
they had to try and sell off. 
 
Sheffield Simplex – This car was considered to be the equivalent of a 
Rolls Royce.  There is a surviving car at the Kelham Island Museum.  It 
had the first air-conditioned factory, a 45 horse powered engine and was a 
powerful car.  It went from Lands End to John O’Groats without stopping 
the engine or changing the gear, they just changed drivers, whereas the 
Rolls Royce on the same journey stopped overnight.  Earl Fitzwilliam 
limited the sales of the car to the aristocracy or well connected.  It was the 
2nd car in the world to have an electric starter and the first car that had a 
dynamo for the lighting.   They also had a showroom in London.  When 
the 1st World War began Rolls Royce began producing the aircraft 
engines, developing their own engines. Rolls Royce did continue after the 
war as they had the background of engine production whereas the 
Sheffield Simplex was considered old fashioned.  Earl Fitzwilliam lost a 
lot of money.  There were around 40 produced, there are around 3 left in 
existence in the UK and Australia. 
 
The Richardson car was produced from 1919 to 1922.  It was an honest 
little car, there is one in The Kelham Island Museum.  After the 1st World 
War producers realised cars needed to be smaller due to money etc.  The 
Austin 7 and motorcycle sidecars were produced and boomed.  The 
Richardson had a good review from Auto Car magazine and over 600 
were produced.  However, there was a strike which affected the 
availability of components and they were left with many incomplete cars 
which caused them to go out of business. 
 



Stringer Winco (Wincobank) – They decided to produce their own car, it 
was targeted for female drivers.  In 1923/24 the cost per car was £285, the 
Austin 7 was half this price and so in 1926 the price was reduced to £125 
and in 1928 to £105.  It was a desperate attempt to sell them but not many 
were bought and the company then began producing alternative items 
instead.   
 
Charron-Laycock (at Millhouses) – Laycocks produced the overdrive 
gear boxes for motor cars, there is an example of this car at Kelham 
Island Museum, it was elegant and well finished.  It had a leather interior 
and they were not all black like most cars.  It cost £520 so it was 
expensive, £40,000 to £50,000 equivalent money today.  It was aimed at 
the wealthy woman, it was a small posh car.  The Laycock Company 
went into receivership 3 times during the making of it which disrupted its 
production.  In the 1920s the Laycock family started manufacturing other 
parts for the car and also decided to buy in cheaper components.  They 
bought over 2,000 sets of components and ultimately a lot of them were 
faulty.   
 
Why did they stop making cars in Sheffield?  Throughout this period 
motor manufacturing was moving towards Coventry in the Midlands, 
where rail links were good and a good geographic location.  Sheffield 
was not alone in losing its car production companies, Newcastle, 
Bradford, Manchester were also affected. By the 1970s car manufacturers 
were the biggest customer for steel so as the car industry withered away 
this coincided with the decline of the steel industry. 
 
Future Programme 
 
23 Mar Open Meeting – A chance to talk about recent research. 
27 Apr AGM followed by The Cathedral – 900 years of Sheffield in 

one building 
25 May The Work of Sheffield Industrial Museums Trust – John 

Hamshere 
22 June  Visit to Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet – Meet at the café at 

4pm for a 430pm start.  This is a private guided visit when 
the hamlet is closed to the public and will last approximately 
2 hours.  Admission is £3 for groups of 30 or more or £4 for 
groups under 30, friends welcome. 

20 July  Curiosities of Derbyshire and S Yorkshire – John Taylor 
August No meeting. 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library apart from December’s 
meeting. 
 



 



    Totley History Group 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 23 March 2016 
 

Present: 
22 People 
 
General Items: 
 
Membership renewal for the Group is due at our next meeting in April.  
The membership renewal fee is £5 per person. 
 
If anyone would like to join the Totley History Group Management 
Committee please let Dorothy know, we meet around every 3 months to 
discuss the organisation of the group etc  
 
There is a rota for tidying around the War Memorial on Baslow Road.  
All Saints Church and a few other individuals participate as well and it 
has made a huge difference.  If anyone else would like to be included 
please let Dorothy know 
 
Our next meeting is on 27 April and is the AGM followed by a talk about 
900 years of the history of Sheffield Cathedral, a fascinating building 
 
Pauline’s new book is now published and available if anyone wants to 
purchase a copy. 
 
Postcards and Photos 
 
The history group has now got quite an extensive photo collection.  We 
also have a portable scanner so can we can take the scanner to people to 
scan their photos.  Anyone who has any photos of Totley please let us 
know, current photos will be history in 100 years time! 
 
Christine showed us some of the photos from the Group’s collection, 
people contributed with information they had about them, all very 
interesting. 
 
Some notes of the photos shown are below:- 
 
Baslow Road Cottages at the top of Hillfoot Road just below the war 
memorial, these have been demolished.  Tom Fisher whose name is on 
the war memorial lived in one of these with his mother. 
 



The old Post Office at the top of Hillfoot Road, where the occupants 
drank their tea from jam jars, this building too has gone. 
 
Photo showing the top of Hillfoot Road where Evans grocery shop was, 
there was also a ladies outfitters, a fish and chip shop, bakery, laundry, 
sports and social club, this is where the main hub of Totley was at this 
time. 
 
The Crown Inn Cottage just below The Crown pub.  Someone in their 
oral history statement said people used to slide down Hillfoot Road in the 
snow and Mrs Unwin and Mrs Simms from these cottages put cinders on 
the road to stop them!  This building has also been demolished. 
 
The old Fleur pub building, George Green was the landlord from 1898 to 
1900, then George Creswick from 1907 to 1916.  There was a landlord 
who was a farmer from Cannon Hall, Tom Kirby.  He had a dairy at The 
Fleur and served teas and confectionery, there was a field at the back 
where he kept his cows.  This building was demolished around the 1930s. 
 
The old Scout Hut on Totley Hall Lane, these buildings were previously 
huts used for prisoners of war. 
 
Totley Hall Lane, a very narrow hollow way. 
 
The prefabs on Green Oak Road. 
 
Mickley Lane before the Laverdene estate was built.  Green Oak House 
can be seen at the top, this is now shops. 
 
The high rise building of Sheffield Polytechnic, now demolished, looked 
very imposing from Green Oak Road. 
 
Brinkburn Grange which had very grand gardens.  It was built on the site 
of a mill and had a pond that was made into a leisure lake.  It was built in 
1870 and demolished in 1938.  Ebenezor Hall owned it as well as 
Abbeydale Hall and West View Cottage. 
 
West View Cottage, this is where the flats are now.  Also next to the new 
houses on Totley Brook Road there is a house pictured that was a dairy, 
the stables and hayloft can still be seen.  Norwood High School was also 
on Totley Brook Road, this is now a private house. 
 
Cottages at the bottom of Glover Road opposite where the Shepley 
Spitfire now is, these have been replaced by modern houses.  Harry 



Brearley lived in one of these.  Also, a blacksmith who worked at the 
chemical yard lived there.  
 
Green Oak House, this was extended out to the side to make a shop.  It 
had stables behind the house and a large driveway and garden.  The 
garden of the house extended up to the drive of where the doctor’s 
surgery is now 
 
Totley Grange Lodge, the only thing left now of Totley Grange is the 
folly. 
 
Group of men working on well dressings, this would be women working 
on these today, could this be at Dore, Totley or Holmesfield? 
 
Farming Photos:- 
 
Totley looking very rural where the library is now.  The chimney of the 
Standall Works at the top of Mickley Lane is visible. 
 
Fields on Main Avenue with someone called Wolstenholme at the top of 
the hay trailer, cutting the hay by hand. 
 
Back Lane with a cow by Thompsons land. 
 
Picking potatoes in the field on the way to Gillfield Woods 
 
Cutting hay in the field with Totley Brook and Bradway behind, no 
houses had been built yet. 
 
Aerial Views:- 
 
Totley All Saints, Bramalls Farm with the barns that are now demolished.  
Market garden by the side of Toft House. 
 
Chapel House which Brian Edwards converted from a chapel.  The trees 
have grown up in this area now 
 
Totley Rise – Thompson’s slaughterhouse can be seen and the pig sties, 
people picked peas for a penny a pound in the fields at the back of here. 
 
Baslow Road, Totley Grange orchard, The Grove with tennis courts and 
maybe a bowling club nearby.  Pearsons Nurseries are where the library is 
now 
 



The Laverdene estate and Queen Victoria Road with not many houses 
built yet, at the bottom of the road can see the railway carriage where it is 
believed someone lived. 
 
White Lane with the allotments, and the Greenoak estate was being built.  
Looks very stark but the vegetation had not grown at this time. 
 
Back Lane, Laverdene, chemical yard, Marstone Garage which was used 
as a fire station in the war.  Marstone Cresent not yet built, it was a 
football pitch at this time.   
 
Future Programme 
 
27 Apr AGM followed by The Cathedral – 900 years of Sheffield in 

one building 
25 May The Work of Sheffield Industrial Museums Trust – John 

Hamshere 
22 June  Visit to Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet – Meet at the café at 

4pm for a 430pm start.  This is a private guided visit when 
the hamlet is closed to the public and will last approximately 
2 hours.  Admission is £3 for groups of 30 or more or £4 for 
groups under 30, friends welcome. 

20 July  Curiosities of Derbyshire and S Yorkshire – John Taylor 
August No meeting. 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library apart from December’s 
meeting. 
 
 



  Totley History Group – Annual General Meeting 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 22 April 2015 
 

Present: 
23 People 
 
 
Minutes of 2015 AGM 
These were circulated after the AGM last April, if anyone would like to 
read them we have a copy available. 
 
Matters Arising 
All confirmed that there were no matters arising. 
 
Acceptance of the Minutes 
Proposed Dominic Harris and seconded Christine Shimell  
 
Chairman’s Report  
We have had another successful year with interesting speakers.  We had a 
summer outing to Haddon Hall with a private tour and lovely weather!  
We had some involvement with the Ruskin events in Totley, and this was 
written by our member Sally Goldsmith.  We had a stand at the Totley 
Show in the autumn.  Our website is going well and this has lots of 
interesting information on it.  In March 2016 we had our 3rd publication, a 
book written by Pauline Burnett which tells the story of the Dore and 
Totley Minesweepers Trawlers Comfort fund.  Dorothy also thanked the 
History Group’s management committee for the all the great work they 
do in supporting her.   Proposed Graham Gregory and seconded Sue 
Scattergood. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Norman handed out a copy of last year’s accounts.  Looking at the 2015 
figures much of the money received in 2015 was for the 2nd book we 
published about Totley Rise, the cost of this was borne in 2014.  
Therefore, for 2015 if we take out the publications money we made a 
small surplus of £100.  We have slowly built up assets over the last few 
years, we have a small surplus and reasonable balance in the Bank.  
Proposed Dorothy Prosser and seconded Jennifer Burns. 
 
Election of Management Committee 
Chair – Dorothy – Proposed Pauline Burnett seconded Norman Rolfe 
Vice Chair – Christine – Proposed Dorothy Prosser and seconded Judith 
Norris 
Treasurer – Norman – Proposed Pauline Burnett and seconded Jill Hnat. 



Secretary – Kerry – Proposed Pauline Burnett and seconded Dominic 
Harris. 
 
The remaining 6 members of the Management Committee are willing to 
stand for the next year, proposed Josie Dunsmore seconded Pat Gregory. 
 
General Items: 
 
The next Sheffield Family History Fair is on 21 May at the Sheffield 
Wednesday Football Ground, this is a very interesting event and we will 
be having a stand. 
 
Our next meeting is on 25 May at 7.30pm and John Hamshere is talking 
to us about the work of the Sheffield Industrial Museums Trust. 
 
Copies of all our 3 publications are available to purchase at tonight’s 
meeting. 
 
Our June meeting is on 22 June and we have arranged for a private tour of 
the Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet, this is from 4pm to 6pm and we will 
meet in the café at 4pm.  It will be closed to the public and will be £3 per 
person if we have 30 people attending, it will cost slightly more if there 
are less than 30 of us, all welcome to bring friends along. 
 
Speaker Tonight 
 
Our speaker tonight is Janet Ridler, she talked to us about the history of 
Sheffield and its Cathedral – a 1,000 years of history in one building. 
 
We start in the early 9th century where the Sheffield Cross dating from 
Saxon times was on the site of the Sheffield Cathedral, Elizabeth 1 
ordered it to be taken down and it eventually turned up minus the cross at 
the top in Park Hill and was being used by a cutler as a trough. 
 
We were told about influential Sheffield people in the stained glass 
windows of the Cathedral. 
 
Earl Waltheof who was the last surviving Saxon lord after Normandy. 
 
William De Lovetot – He created the first Castle with a boundary moat 
and the first church which was a Saxon place of worship where his great 
granddaughter married into the Furnival family which then began the 
Furnival era. 
 



Gerard De Furnival – Lived in the time of the 1200s which was the time 
of the crusades, therefore he was away fighting for much of the time, he 
was a Norman knight who inherited the lordship of Hallamshire upon 
marriage to Maud de Lovetot 
 
In 1280 the castle and church were burnt down and then rebuilt. 
 
In the 13th century, early 14th century Sheffield was an up and coming 
market town, with a market, castle and church.  Cutlery and blades had 
already been made here for many years. 
 
At the end of the 1300s the Sheffield population was 2,200.  It was the 
end of the Furnival male line and the estate passed to the Neville family, 
Maud Neville married John Talbot.  John served under Henry IV, V and 
VI and was mentioned in Shakespeare’s Henry VI part 1.  He had much 
military success and was given the title of the 1st Earl of Shrewsbury.  He 
was the person who was in charge in Sheffield and was someone with 
local significance and nationally known.  He did not spend much time in 
Sheffield.  
 
The eastern part of the Cathedral is the oldest part of the building where 
the medieval church was rebuilt and materials reused from Norman 
masonry. 
 
In 1468 the 4th Earl of Shrewsbury was born and called George.  He made 
his home at Sheffield Castle, but it was not grand enough for him so he 
decided to build a new manor house on the land above where the railway 
station now stands.  At the time this land was one of the largest deer parks 
in the country.  This became Manor Lodge, it was high standard 
accommodation, top people stayed here including Cardinal Wolsey.  He 
also built his family a private chapel at the Cathedral with a burial vault 
underneath.  He died in 1538 and was buried in the vault. 
 
The 6th Earl of Shrewsbury, George Talbot, was the most powerful of the 
Talbots, he was a member of Elizabeth 1’s court.  His first wife had 7 
children and later died, he married again this time Bess of Hardwick.  He 
was Bess’s 4th husband and she became the Countess of Shrewsbury, a 
very rich lady.  Her eldest son married George’s daughter and his 
daughter married one of her sons.  A year later George and Bess were 
asked by Elizabeth 1 to look after Mary Queen of Scots who was under 
house arrest.  This lasted for 18 years, 14 of them in Sheffield between 
the castle and the Manor Lodge.  George spent a lot of time with Mary, 
and Bess was unhappy about this.  By the time of Mary’s death he was a 
broken man and after this time up to his death in 1590 he lived his last 



few years in Handsworth with his housekeeper.  There is a monument 
dedicated to him in the cathedral. 
 
The 17th century was the time of the civil war and in 1644 there was a 
siege at the castle and the castle was destroyed. 
 
In the 18th century housing started to increase and the population grew.  
This also brought filthy living conditions and disease.  In over 50 years 
the population had tripled.  Sheffield was known nationally as a producer 
of steel, people lived amongst the factories.  Workhouses were built to 
look after the destitute, children as young as 5 were working in the steel 
factories, a grinder’s life expectancy was 27 years.  The church was 
finding it hard to cater for these people so major work was planned to 
enlarge the church with existing galleries and pews being removed.  
 
On the western side of Sheffield houses were built for the middle class 
and the factory owners, there are memorials to some of these in the 
cathedral. 
 
In 1893 Sheffield was granted city status and a new diocese was created.  
In 1914 the parish church became the Sheffield Cathedral and architects 
were invited to put forward plans to make it more imposing.  Funds were 
raised and work began in 1930s.  The north side was completed in 1939 
and was officially opened by Princess Mary.  However, no further work 
took place due to the start of World War II.   The stain glass was hidden 
down a mineshaft and windows were boarded up.  By the end of the war 
there was no appetite to continue with the project.  
 
During the 1950s and 1960s the slum clearances took place and again the 
question of what to do about the cathedral was raised and work was 
completed to allow more light in the west end.  The cathedral now 
comprised of 15th, 19th and 20th century work.  Work has been completed 
in the last few years to improve the accessibility of the entrance and there 
is also now a cathedral shop.  
 
Janet was thanked for a very fascinating talk.   
 
Meeting Dates for 2016 
25 May The Work of Sheffield Industrial Museums Trust – John 

Hamshere 
22 June  Visit to Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet – Meet at the café at 

4pm for a 430pm start.  This is a private guided visit when 
the hamlet is closed to the public and will last approximately 
2 hours.  Admission is £3 for groups of 30 or more or £4 for 
groups under 30, friends welcome. 



20 July  Curiosities of Derbyshire and S Yorkshire – John Taylor 
August No meeting. 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 
 
 



  Totley History Group Meeting 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 20 July 2016 
 

Present: 
29 People 
 
General Items: 
 
There is a local history course starting on 22 September at St John’s 
Church Hall, Abbeydale run by Robin Fielder, you can join at the first 
meeting or www.enrolonline.wea.org.uk 
 
The History Group held an open morning for Brian Edwards archives last 
Saturday, these are held at the library.  We did not get many enquiries, 
however, we did have someone who came along with a query about his 
house on Grove Road.  Our research on his behalf has produced much 
new information and this is all now on our website.  
 
Our next meeting in on 28 September when Mike Spick will give us a 
talk on the A-Z of Sheffield 
 
Speaker Tonight 
Tonight’s speaker, John Taylor, talked to us about the Curiosities of 
Derbyshire and S Yorkshire.  John told us about many interesting people 
and places in our local area. 
 
Sir Francis Chantry grew up on a farm at Jordanthorpe, he was a sculptor 
and produced work for Queen Victoria, George III and George 
Washington and many other dignitaries. 
 
John showed us a picture of the lovely buildings at Oakes Park which 
date back to the 1400s where the Bagshawes and Wigfields once lived, 
famous local families.  Sir John Nash designed the garden and had a lake 
created, it was the Napoleonic prisoners of war who dug this lake out for 
him.   
 
The Lucas Arch on Sheffield Road, Dronfield, depicts where many 
cannon balls were made.  
 
Chesterfield Lower Pavement which is now occupied by the Barnsley 
Building Society, this was a coaching inn where French officers were 
stationed on parole, the curfew bell was sounded for their time to return 
in the evening.  
 



The Crooked Spire, Chesterfield, this has the Pancake bell which was the 
curfew bell.   There is a grave at the rear of the church which has details 
of an officer captured on the coast of Sardinia who was put on a floating 
prisoner boat and then in 1807 offered parole to Chesterfield. 
 
Near the Chesterfield train station is a building that is the only remaining 
part of the first train station, George Stevenson lived in Chesterfield for 
the last of 10 years of his life. 
 
Tapton House is a lovely building and gardens, it is now part of the 
Derby/Chesterfield College.  George Stevenson lived here until his death.   
It later became a school.  There is a statue of George Stevenson outside 
the entrance to Chesterfield station.  He is buried at the church on 
Newbold Road.  
 
Ashover - The Crispin pub dating back to 1415 where Sir Thomas 
Babbington had a drink before setting off for the Battle of Agincourt.   
The church at Ashover has an effigy inside of Sir Thomas Babbington.  
The font is made from lead and was made at the time of King Stephen, 
around 1150.  There is a Butts Road at Ashover and this is a reference to 
archery, it was mandatory for men of certain ages to go for archery 
practice after church. 
 
At the top of Matlock Bank stands the old tram depot building, this 
opened in 1893 and was the first single tram system in Europe, it had 
many famous visitors including Queen Victoria and Noel Coward,  In  
1927 it went out of business in the same year as Glossop and Chesterfield 
trams.  The Rockside Hydro at Matlock was used as an RAF hospital 
during WW2 
 
Winter Gardens, Matlock – Violet Carson played piano here and it was 
the School of Military Intelligence during WWII.  Dork Bogart and 
Evelyn Waugh trained here.  The ticket office is now in the park. 
 
Darley Dale, St Helen’s Church – This has one of the oldest yew trees in 
the world.   
 
Rowsley – Joseph Paxton built the station, he also built Crystal Palace.  
This was the Duke of Devonshire’s own station and the last train was run 
in 1969.  The Peacock Inn at Rowsley was built in 1652, a large building.  
Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Keira Knightley have all stayed here. 
 
Chatsworth House - Sir Joseph Paxton came here in 1826 to be the Head 
Gardener.  He designed Edensor village which was moved across the road 



so that it did not spoil the Duke’s view.  He also designed the Emperor 
fountain.  He is buried at Edensor with his wife and 3 of his children. 
 
Bakewell - Rutland House was built in 1804 and is where Jane Austen 
wrote Pride and Prejudice 
 
Baslow Church has the name of Victoria on its clock face instead of 
numbers to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee. The bridge by the 
Rutland was built in the 1500s 
 
Stoney Middleton – The river runs crystal clear after the water has flowed 
through the limestone.  At St Martin’s Church the nave burnt down and 
was replaced with an octagonal building, there are only 2 in Britain.  The 
fish and chip shop was a tollhouse. 
 
Dore Church – There are graves here for the navvies who were building 
the Totley tunnel, many died of cholera and small pox or accidents during 
its construction.  
 
Sheffield’s last horse drawn tram shed was situated on Valley Road, 
Heeley, this has now unfortunately been demolished. 
 
The Botanical Gardens Gardens were opened to the public in 1835, it was 
aimed for the upper class with a token or voucher required for entry, this 
was relaxed in 1898.  Heritage lottery funds have been used to refurbish 
the gardens.  
 
Wicker Arches – This has 40 arches and was designed by Sir John Fowler 
 
Paradise Square – John Wesley preached here at the bottom of the square.  
Charlie Peace was taught here and lived on Orchard Lane.  At the bottom 
of the square is the house of David Daniel Davis who presided over the 
birth of Queen Victoria. 
 
Meeting Dates for 2016 
August No meeting. 
28 September Mike Spick – A-Z of Sheffield History 
26 October  Malcolm Nunn – The Sheffield Flood 
23 November Open Meeting – Viewing of photographs with a 

school theme, all invited to bring along their own 
school photos and memories 

14 December Sheffield Folk Chorale at Ecclesall Church with John 
Kirkpatrick as the special guest 

 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 



 
 



  Totley History Group Meeting 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 28 September 2016 
 

Present: 
32 People 
 
General Items: 
 
Dorothy advised everyone that our member Judith Norris is not well, she 
has had a stroke whilst on holiday and is now recovering back in 
Sheffield. 
 
Our next meeting is on 26 October and Malcolm Nunn will be talking to 
us about the Great Sheffield flood of 1864. 
 
The November meeting is an open meeting based on local schools, Totley 
All Saints, Totley County Primary School and Dore and Totley High 
School.  Any photographs from your school days or your children’s 
school days please bring along, also any stories you may have. 
 
Robin Fielder has started a course on the history of Sheffield at St Johns 
Abbeydale, it is 2 hours every Thursday starting at 10.15am, Pauline has 
been and says it was really interesting, with a lot of new information.  
 
Speaker Tonight 
 
Our speaker tonight is Mike Spick who gave us a brief introduction of the 
aspects of the city using A – Z 
 
A – Abbeydale Hamlet – The was one of the principle metal working 
sites on the Sheaf, it also had housing for the workers and management 
B – Bishop’s House – A grade 2 listed timber frame farmhouse at the 
entrance of Meersbrook Park, built around 1500.  The Friends of 
Bishop’s House now put on events here. 
C – Cholera Monument – Over 1,000 people contracted cholera in 
Sheffield and the Duke of Norfolk gave land for their burial after the 
outbreak had finished and also erected a monument to remember them.  
This is behind the train station, there are 3 statues on it for faith, hope and 
charity. 
D – Don – The River Don rises from the moors and travels east of the 
Woodhead, it passes through Thurlstone, Penistone and then goes over 
hard rock which forces it south east downstream to Rotherham and 
Doncaster.  The Don and its tributaries were the source of power for the 
waterwheels of Sheffield, it is navigable to the sea 



E – Elephants – Lizzie Ward – An elephant was used to pull stock out of 
Tommy Wards at Savile Street during the WWI, there was a shortage of 
horse due to them being used for the war effort.,  
F – Flood – The Great Sheffield Flood – Dale Dyke dam was newly 
completed.  On the 11 and 12 March 1864 the embankment failed and 
breeched and 114 million cubic feet of water swept down the Loxley 
Valley, Malin Bridge and Hillsborough.  People were invited to submit 
claims for compensation, the details of these are in the Sheffield 
Archives.  There is a memorial at Millsands in distressed stone with the 
names of the people who died listed on it.  
G – Green Lane Works – Established in 1795, manufactured fire irons, 
stone grates etc.  The gateway was listed in 1942. 
H – Hill Fort at Wincobank – Oldest man made structure in Sheffield, 
great views from here. 
I – Infirmary – The first modern hospital in Sheffield, opened 1797. 
J – Thomas Jessop – Master Cutler and Mayor of Sheffield during the 
Sheffield Flood.  He had a huge steel factory and provided money for the 
Jessop’s hospital to be built. 
K – Kelham Island – Built by the council to power Sheffield trams, now a 
museum 
L – Little Mesters – They were self-employed in the cutler industry, they 
rented a room to work and this lasted until the late 1960s. 
M – Mary Queen of Scots – Mary fled from Scotland to England in 1568 
and the Earl of Shrewsbury looked after her, primarily in Sheffield Castle 
but she also stayed at Chatsworth and Tutbury.  She was executed in 
1587. 
N – Norfolk Market Hall – The Duke of Norfolk had rights to the markets 
and opened the hall in 1851.  The first branch of Marks and Spencer was 
here, the building has sadly been demolished, the shop Wilkinsons on the 
Haymarket now stands where it was 
O – Open country – Sheffield is a green city, surrounded by hills. 
P – Paradise Square – This is off Campo Lane, it is the best example of 
Georgian Sheffield, the first side was built in 1736.  It was aimed at the 
upper middle classes originally.   Political gatherings were held here 
during the 19th century. 
Q – Queen’s Head – Oldest domestic building in Sheffield, originally was 
much bigger and finer than what remains, built in 1582. 
R – Henry Jasper Redfern – A pioneer.  In 1898 he was offering cinema 
exhibitions in Sheffield, he made hundreds of films but none have 
survived.  He also collected rare scientific instruments and these are still 
in the Science Museum today.  His showroom was at Surrey Street and 
his works on Norfolk Street.  He worked on research for x-rays and 
unfortunately died from cancer due to the radioactive material he had 
been experimenting with. 



S – Simplex – Made cars and motorcycles.  The factory was at the 
Fitzwilliam works, they concentrated on the high end of the motor trade 
and considered its rivals as Rolls Royce.  They built over 1,300 cars and 
there are 3 survivors, at Kelham Island, one privately owned and the other 
at a transport museum in Sydney. 
T – Town Guns – There was 2 of these owned by Sheffield.  In 1795 they 
were presented to repel the French or guard against civil unrest.  They are 
now at Kelham Island Museum 
U – Universities – Sheffield has 2 universities.  The University of the 
College of Sheffield which began in 1897, and has the arts tower which 
was the tallest structure in Sheffield until recently and Sheffield also has 
the Hallam University which began in 1992. 
V - Victoria - Queen Victoria - In May 1897 Queen Victoria visited 
Sheffield, it was the only official engagement outside of London during 
the jubilee year, she was en route to Balmoral.  She came to open the new 
town hall and then went to Norfolk Park and the Bramall Works.  
Sheffield spent over 10K decorating the city.   
W – Waterpower – Without the swift flowing streams to the River Don 
the Sheffield industry would not have existed.  The Shepherd’s Wheel is 
an example of this. 
X – Xylonite – One of the first plastics, xylo handle knifes were very 
popular, they had a strange chemical smell. 
Y – Year Knife – Shows the skill of Sheffield cutlers.  No further blades 
were added after the millennium as they ran out of room. 
Z - Zeppelin raid – 100 years ago this week a Zeppelin bombed the east 
side of the city, it was 585 feet long, and the raid occurred just before 
midnight, many lives were lost. 
 
We thanked Mike for a really interesting talk, he told us about lots of 
information in Sheffield with some places that we all now need to visit! 
 
Meeting Dates for 2016 
26 October  Malcolm Nunn – The Sheffield Flood 
23 November Open Meeting – Viewing of photographs with a 

school theme, all invited to bring along their own 
school photos and memories 

14 December Sheffield Folk Chorale at Ecclesall Church with John 
Kirkpatrick as the special guest 

 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 
 
 



  Totley History Group Meeting 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 26 October 2016 
 

Present: 
27 People 
 
General Items: 
 
Our next meeting is an open meeting on 23 November based around 
school days, photos and memories you have, all invited to bring 
photos/memories along with you.  This is focused on Totley schools but 
any interesting stories about schools anywhere will be good. 
 
Our December meeting is on 14 December and is a concert at Ecclesall 
Church singing winter songs across the centuries, with special guest John 
Kirkpatrick.  If you would like to come along tickets will be £6/£7, price 
to be confirmed, let Pauline know if you want tickets. 
 
Speaker Tonight 
 
Our speaker tonight was Malcolm Nunn who talked to us about the 
Sheffield Flood.  He told us lots of very interesting facts and showed us 
some fascinating photos about the flood. 
 
On the 11 March 1864 the reservoir above Bradfield burst, it collapsed 
just before midnight, 240 people were killed.  600 million gallons of 
water travelled down Loxley valley through to Sheffield.  It was the 
biggest natural water disaster in the UK.  A crack was reported at 4pm 
that day, efforts were made to release the pressure, however, the crack 
eventually gave way 
 
There are various theories why this happened.  Three different sites were 
attempted for construction, there was a huge demand for clean water.  
Whilst building it they were constantly battling with the spring water and 
having to drain it, also one side of the reservoir was sandstone and the 
other gritstone. 
 
Damflask Village was a busy village with a pub, mill, private dwellings 
and this was all washed away in the flood, it was never rebuilt as there 
were plans to build the Damflask Reservoir. 
 
Many dwellings along the route of the flood were lost along with many of 
the mills down Loxley Valley, some machinery and the wheels survived 
and some mills were rebuilt and started production again.  Everything 



was covered in trees, stones etc that had been carried down the valley.  
Two thirds of people at Malin Bridge lost their lives. 
 
Sightseers came from all over the country looting and guards had to be 
put in place for security. 
 
The victims are in various churchyards at Loxley, Wadsley, Bradfield, 
and Sharrow General Cemetery 
 
At Neepsend Lane, by Kelham Island there was a marker on the wall 
showing the height of the flood water. 
 
Bradfield Historical Society raised funds and a memorial has been made 
in memory of those that lost their lives. 
 
Meeting Dates for 2016/2017 
23 November Open Meeting – Viewing of photographs with a 

school theme, all invited to bring along their own 
school photos and memories 

14 December Sheffield Folk Chorale at Ecclesall Church with John 
Kirkpatrick as the special guest 

25 January Sheffield Armament Industry to 1914 – Chris Corker 
22 February Harry Brearley and Stainless Steel – Robin Fielder 
22 March Open Meeting – Local shops. 
26 April  AGM – Speaker details TBC 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 
 
 



  Totley History Group Meeting 
At Totley Library 

Wednesday, 23 November 2016 
 

Present: 
26 People 
 
General Items: 
 
Brian Edwards’ archives are open at tonight’s meeting and at all future 
meetings. 
 
Our next meeting is on 14 December and is a concert at Ecclesall Church 
singing winter songs across the centuries, with special guest John 
Kirkpatrick.  If you would like to come along tickets will be £6/£7, price 
to be confirmed, let Pauline know if you want tickets. 
 
Our meeting on 25 January is a talk by Chris Corker about the Sheffield 
armaments industry in 1914. 
 
A message from Sally Goldsmith, residents who live on Greenoak or 
Aldam Road have all received a survey about the trees on these roads 
being felled, it is important all affected completed these, only people on 
these roads will have received a survey.  There is a meeting tonight at 
Shepley Spitfire to discuss the tree situation. 
 
Jill Hnat is selling raffle tickets for library funds, they are 50p each and 
the library gets to keep 80% for much needed library funds.  The council 
have approved funding for the next 3 years subject to confirmation in 
April. 
 
Open Meeting – Based around school days, photos and memories 
 
Schools in Totley were:- 
Totley County School 
Totley All Saints School 
Miss Trotts on Grove Road 
Prep School at the United Reform School (Norwood) 
Miss Richardson’s tiny school in the 1940s in a house on Totley Brook 
Road 
 
At Totley All Saints in the 1950s there was a headmaster Mr Mellor and 
also a teacher called Mrs Peacock.  Mr Mellor purchased a brand new 
Triumph Mayflower car, he arrived at school parked it up and drew a 
chalk mark around it and no-one was allowed to cross the line!  Also, the 



seniors collected jam jars to sell for a ha’penny each and walked from 
Laverdene to All Saints carrying these back to the school, they were very 
heavy.  Waste paper was also collected, though later found the price had 
reduced for the paper so the council had to take it all away!  The pupils 
also used to play marbles in the Pinfold by the school. 
 
Memories people had from other schools were:- 
 
Pupils sat in rows in order of how well they had performed in their last 
test. 
The girls and boys in the infant/junior classes were segregated with men 
teaching the boys and women teaching the girls. 
If you didn’t pass the 11+ then there weren’t many options of education 
open to you 
In the early 1900s some children from Totley went to school in Dronfield 
walking along Mickley Lane. 
School dinners were cooked on site or delivered, someone can remember 
them arriving in a grey Austin van 
Queues for the dentist and nit nurse that visited school 
Being a milk monitor 
Children were taught handwriting. 
Before around 1950 children were made to write with their right hand, if 
they were left handed their left hand was strapped behind their back. 
Games played at school were skittle tops, handstands, skipping, there was 
a separate playground for the boys and girls and the girls were allowed 
home from school at an earlier time to the boys. 
There was a school radio music programme on a Friday afternoon and all 
congregated in the hall to listen, maybe to give the teachers some time 
off?. 
Nativity plays - Rehearsed for weeks and all other lessons were forgotten. 
 
Everyone then looked at the many photos and documents that were on 
display and asked to write down any names they knew in the photos or 
any memories they had 
 
Meeting Dates for 2016/2017 
14 December Sheffield Folk Chorale at Ecclesall Church with John 

Kirkpatrick as the special guest 
25 January Sheffield Armament Industry to 1914 – Chris Corker 
22 February Harry Brearley and Stainless Steel – Robin Fielder 
22 March Open Meeting – Local shops. 
26 April  AGM – Speaker details TBC 
 
All meetings are at 7.30 pm at Totley Library 
 



 


