
Totley History Group
Totley Library

Wednesday 17 January 2008

Present: Avril Critchley, Chair TRA
Marlene Marshall, TRA
Brian Edwards, Local historian
30 local residents

Introduction:
Avril Critchley welcomed everyone to the inaugural meeting of the Totley History
Group and hoped that it would be able to produce an historical picture of Totley.

It was agreed that meetings would be held monthly in the Totley Library, however,
Avril informed the meeting that Sheffield City Council, after this initial meeting
would charge the group £6 to use the Library for its meetings. Action: Avril to book
Library for meetings.

It was agreed that members of the group would pay 50p per person to cover these
costs. Norman Rolfe kindly agreed to become treasurer of the group. Action: All to
note

Moira Coad agreed to take notes of the meetings. Action: Moira Coad

A chair of the group would be agreed at the next meeting. Action: If anyone would
like to take this on then please let Avril know.

Avril informed the meeting that Sheffield archives was holding a talk on “Exploring
local History” at Ecclesall Library on 30 January 2008 between 2.00 and 3.00pm.
Anyone interested in attending should call 0114 2037222 to book a place. Action: All
to note

Avril introduced Brian Edwards, a local historian, who was going to talk about what
information was already available and suggest ways of getting started.

Brian Edwards
The meeting established that the purpose of the group was to expand upon and record
the historical information about Totley, which could be archived properly for the
benefit of the local population. The group is not about family histories. Action: All to
note.

Brian explained that Totley had a wealth of historical information, which goes back as
far as AD41, though the best documents are from the 16 Century, and suggested that
subject areas could be the starting point for the group. There is a lot of existing
information, which needs to be brought together, researched and expanded upon to
form a better picture. For example subject areas could include the following:
 Old Hay was a hive of industry
 Summer Lane file industry;
 Tall clock case production:



 Totley Bents paper mill;
 Production of flax/linen; Wool
 Farming
 Totley Brook Estate

It was agreed that working parties would be established to work on subject areas.
Brian agreed to produce a draft of possible subject areas. Action: Brian to produce a
list

Post Meeting Note
Volunteers have come forward for the following areas:
Christine Shinwell - local Linen and wool production.
Moira Coad - Totley Brook Estate
Ann Lee – Totley Tunnel

Brian has an archive of information, which can be used by the group and has
produced a Totley History CD, which he kindly offered to arrange a few copies to be
made to support the group’s work. Once the working groups are set up they can
arrange with Brian to look at the information he has on their particular subject matter.

Brian suggested that the History Group might want to produce an annual booklet,
which could chart the work of the group and also include a calendar of speakers or
topics to be covered in the meetings.

Information sources and tips.
 Always source your information
 Brian Edwards Drawings of Historic Totley, Totley History CD
 Totley Library
 Sheffield Archives has deeds and other information
 Coping old documents is expensive – Brian can help with a few tricks if

required
 Public Office Matlock
 Local studies offices in Sheffield and Matlock

Oral History
It was agreed that Rony Robinson and Maureen Cope from Dore would be invited to
talk to the History Group about how to go about this in more detail. Action: Brian
and Avril

Post Meeting Note
Maureen Cope is willing to come to speak to the group at the next meeting about
how she established and delivered Oral History in Dore.

Next Meeting
Wednesday 13 February at 7pm at Totley Library.



Totley History Group
Totley Library

Wednesday 13 February 2008

Present: Avril Critchley, Chair TRA
Marlene Marshall, TRA
Marlene Cope, Dore Oral History Group
24 local residents

Introduction
Avril welcomed everyone to the 2nd meeting of the Totley History Group. Avril
informed the group that Brian Edwards was very ill and in hospital, the group wished
him well.

Avril fed back to the group that a few people had attended the Sheffield archives talk
on “Exploring local History” at Ecclesall Library on 30 January 2008, which had been
very informative. It was agreed that full feedback would be presented at the next
months meeting. Action: Avril

It was agreed that keeping Totley informed about the work of the group was very
important and a précis of the work would appear in the Totley Independent and on the
website. Action: Moira and Avril

Avril welcomed Maureen Cope from the Dore Oral History Group who had kindly
agreed to speak about how Dore had established and maintained their work.

Maureen Cope
Maureen informed the group that the Dore Oral History Group had been established
in the run up to the millennium, when the decision had been made to do a play about
the old school. They applied to the Lottery Heritage Fund for a grant and part of the
conditions of receiving the money was that they had to undertake oral history.

They used some of the grant money to be trained in interview and recording
techniques. They received the training from a local representative of the Oral History
Society.

Maureen informed the group that because they had the focus of the play, which was
about the Old School, it had helped maintain the momentum and enthusiasm. They
interviewed local people about their memories of Dore and in particular about the Old
School. They became hooked about what people told them as they held a wealth of
information that is generally not known or recorded anywhere. They discovered that
people not only shared their memories but gave them old postcards and photographs,
which they have subsequently used in displays.

After the millennium play the group met, discovered that there was still a lot of
interest in the Oral History and that local people still had a lot to tell them. So they
decided to keep going and now have a waiting list of people to interview.



They now have an annual open day where the work of the group is displayed. A local
Dore resident had written a book incorporating some of the Oral History material and
the Oral History Group had produced a pamphlet on their work.

Whenever they display the work they have a listening room so that people can hear
the recorded material and they have also put extracts onto the website.

Things to consider:
Elderly people need to be encouraged to speak – build up a good rapport
Think carefully about what you are going to do with the collected material –
archive but also need to think about sharing them via a display/website.
What resources you will need for running a successful oral history group. This
will include digital recoding equipment, trained interviewers, transcribers,
typists and people who understand the technology.
How are you going to fund the work – money will be required to pay for
training, recording equipment, professional exhibition stand. Need to think
creatively about which grant-making bodies should be approached to support
the work. There is a Funding Forum meeting at the Town Hall on March 13
should anyone be interested. Action: All to note

Finally, Maureen informed the group that she was more than happy to
advise/share the experiences of the Dore History Group and that further advice
can also be sought from the Oral History Society website www.ohs.org.uk

Avril, on behalf of the Totley History Group thanked Maureen for her very
interesting talk.

Next Meeting:
Wednesday March 12th, 7pm at the Totley Library.



Totley History Group
Totley Library

Wednesday 14 May 2008

Present: 16 members

Business Items:
Footpath by Cross Scythes: Avril informed the group that someone had contacted
her about the path and remembers it well. Duncan will follow up.

Action: Duncan
Cricket Inn Fields: Avril requested that if anyone had old photographs of the fields it
would help with a current issue.

Action: All to note
Greenoak Park: Avril informed the group that the council were undertaking a
briefing in the Library on Wednesday 21 May in the Library and then conducting a
site visit. People are encouraged to attend.

Action: All to note
June Totley History Group - If the weather is fine Jim and Rony will lead the group
on a circular walk. Please meet in the Library at 7.30pm

Action: All to note
Model for running the group – Rony suggested that the group could invite a speaker
for half the meeting and then follow it up with a catch up of the work of the group.
This was agreed as a model that could be adopted for the group in the autumn. Rony
to approach Mel Jones about speaking to the group in the autumn, however there
could be a small charge, which the group agreed to pay for.

Action: Rony
Radio Sheffield – Rony informed the group that Radio Sheffield has a range of old
films that can be accessed by communities. Andy Kershaw could come out and show
them to the group. It was agreed that this would be a good idea and it could be widely
publicised locally.

Action: Rony

History of Totley Updates:
Victoria Gardens – Marlene had been in contact with Sheila Hobson, who is writing a
pamphlet with Brian Edwards about the gardens. Sheila and her mother remember a
lot about Totley - It was agreed that Sheila would be invited to a meeting to share her
local knowledge. Her mother could possibly be interviewed as part of the Oral
History work.

Action: Marlene to invite Sheila to a future meeting

Totley Tunnel Navvies– Difficulty finding information in Sheffield – suggested that
people go to Matlock archives as they have a lot of information there.

Totley Commune – John Ruskin was convinced by a number of local Totley people
to purchase St George’s Farm, off Mickley Lane in 1876 as an experiment to see
whether you could successfully run a commune. They tried to develop a fruit farm
and botanical gardens. It was largely unsuccessful and people fell out. It folded in the
mid 1880s.



Prehistoric Fern – Alan shared with the group a root section of a fern that was
discovered in 2004/05 on Aldam Road. The root was 17metres long and was carbon
dated as being 300 million years old.

Greenoak Inn -Vincent has been trying to discover more about the missing pub –
Greenoak Inn. The deeds have been given to Brian Edwards and therefore not
available at the moment. However, it was built in 1839 and the landlord was Mr
Vicars (a farmer) who appeared to run it until 1850 when he returned to farming. The
Inn then reverted to being a family home. The inn was situated where the Ironing
Parlour, Office and Roses are currently.

Cross Scythes – There is still little information about Americans being based at the
Cross Scythes though members of the group have heard of recuperating Americans
and Canadians going to the Cross Scythes.

Oral History – Group informed that there was an opportunity to access funds to
support this work. Moira to contact Maureen Cope regarding what funding was
required to set up a successful project.

Action: Moira

Clarion Ramblers Books – A number of these books were shared with the group.
These were published annually between 1906 and the 1960’s and are full of local
information.

G.H.B Ward– Avril informed the group that Holmesfield Village Society had
approached TRA about providing a potted history of Totley. They have received
money from the Ramblers Association to celebrate the life of G.H.B Ward and
because of his link to Totley they have asked us to produce a 200 word plotted history
including some photographs. Avril had asked Duncan to do for the TRA.

Census – Ian informed the group that he has the complete census for 1841. Sue will
bind it for the group.

Date and Time of Next Meeting
Totley Library on Wednesday 11 June at 7.30pm



Totley History Group 

Totley Library 

Wednesday, 24 September 2008 

 

 

Present: 30 members  

 

Future Meetings:  

 

22 October – Rony will arrange for a history film show of Yorkshire Film Archive, 

this includes old/amateur film of South Yorkshire life, with footage of Millhouses 

Park and the pool.   

ACTION : RONY 

 

19 November – Mel Jones will be attending to talk about organising local history 

groups and what we choose to do with our time. 

 

10 December – Sally suggested we have a small performance, people could do 

readings or write something about Totley, it was also suggested we could bring along 

mince pies etc.  Further ideas for this will be discussed at the next meeting.   

ACTION : ALL 

 

The 2009 dates will be on 4
th
 Wednesday of each month, the first meeting being 28 

January 2009. 

 

Business Items:  

 

Letter from Roy Yates: Avril advised that the library had received a letter from Roy 

Yates, he does talks to various groups about surnames in exchange for a donation for 

charity, this is something we could bear in mind for the future.   

ACTION : ALL 

 

School House, Totley Hall Lane: This is a grade 2 listed building, a building needs 

to be graded 1 or 2* before it can be registered.  Concern was expressed as this is now 

empty, it is Council owned.  Dominic will email the Council to find out who owns the 

land and what their intentions are. 

ACTION: DOMINIC 

 

Shrewsbury Terrace Footpath: Duncan advised that he is waiting for a reply from 

the Council, they have said that this is not high priority.  Ian advised that there are 

some letters in the October’s Totley Independent regarding this.  Pat said that 73 years 

ago her sister went missing and was found at the end of this path, this path was also 

used by her father and grandfather and was always used as a shortcut to get to school.  

Duncan advised that if anyone has any information to send it the Council, he has some 

forms if anyone needs one. 

ACTION : ALL 

 

Copy of a Poster for the Sale of Goods at Chatsworth Road: Bill showed everyone 

a copy of a poster he had for the sale of a builders plant and household furniture on 

Chatsworth Road, which lists all of the stock for sale.  He also spoke about the Duke 



of Devonshire selling his land.  Bill’s Grandpa went to the first meeting of the 

Abbeydale Land Society and his Grandpa’s house was built in 1901, Bill has the 

specification for it on Brinkburn Vale Road, the cost was £550.  Bill also has a picture 

of where the library is now, taken by the first vicar of Totley, Rev Jeremy Hutton, this 

was a field and was being cut by Sam who worked for Thompsons.  Bill said he had 

lots of old pictures like this.  He also has a catalogue of when land was sold in the 

area including Thickwood Lodge and places on the moors, all are welcome to have a 

look at these photos/catalogue. 

ACTION : ALL 

 

Compilation of Information: Sue said she his happy to keep/compile information, 

everyone has photos, posters and information and these need to be collected and put 

in a book/CD/archive or on the website.  It was suggested holding a session with a 

laptop and scanner in say the library and advertise for people to come along and we 

can copy their photos/information they have and record their stories.  Avril will ask 

the library if we could use it for this on a Saturday. 

ACTION : AVRIL 

 

Books of Old Totley and Dore: Richard has several books that his father owned, also 

books that his son had purchased from a shop in Worthing.  He also talked about All 

Saints School which was the only school in Totley and was also used as a senior 

school for children who had failed the 11+.  The Chapel nearby the school was also 

used for classes with a partition to divide the areas. 

 

Harvey Teesdale: Harvey Teesdale used to entertain people in the mid 1850s, he was 

a phenomenal athlete and acrobat.  This is how he became known as the monkey man.  

He also liked a drink and after a row with his wife, tried to shoot her but missed and 

then tried to shoot himself.  He went to prison for a time and then became a hermit 

and lived on Totley Moors, making his living as a rag and bone man between here and 

Buxton.  He also sailed down the River Don in a wash tub where 70,000 people 

watched, a wall falling over due to the amount of people there. 

 

Programme from The Playhouse Theatre: Jim has a programme from The 

Playhouse Theatre which was on Townhead Street, during its last days of being open  

the Playhouse held a series of documentaries, one was about The Totley Tunnel and 

the last play was about Harvey Teesdale.  The song sheets are also included. 

 

Penny Lane: Pat and others remember a Mr Fox who lived in the scrub on the top of 

the spoil past The Crown on Penny Lane, he was a hermit. 

 

Photos of Totley: Marlene brought some photos that Mike Williamson had taken of 

various places in Totley including Totley Rise, Greenoak Nursing home, the General 

Store at the top of Main Avenue, Marstone Service Station, they have been taken over 

the past few years. 

 

Psalm and Verse Board: Richard has the Psalm and Verse Board from Dore Old 

Chapel.  His father was the postmaster in Dore and Totley and a member of the 

Hancock family passed this to him.  

 



Observatory: An observatory and mansion is believed to be in the area of the 

farmhouse at Strawberry Lee Lane.  A mansion was built there but it was too windy 

and kept blowing down.  Investigations have been ongoing in the area and there is 

evidence of mediaeval buildings.  Everyone asked to advise if they have any further 

information.   

ACTION: ALL   

 

History of Mill Lane: Vincent asked if anyone had any information about the history 

of Mill Lane opposite the Methodist Church on Totley Rise. 

ACTION: ALL 

 

Greenoak Park Buildings: – Avril asked if anyone has any information about how 

old the buildings are in Greenoak Park.  Dominic has access to a website for the maps 

for the 1800s and will have a look, particular interest is with the 2 bowling huts as the 

Council believe these were built in the 1950s but we know that this is incorrect. 

ACTION : DOMINIC 

 

The History Group at Dore are having an Open Day on Saturday, 18 October from 

10.00 am to 5.00 pm if anyone is interested in attending.   

ACTION : ALL 

 

Date and Time of Next Meeting  

Totley Library on Wednesday 22 October 2008 at 7.30pm – History Film show 

And also 

Totley Library on Wednesday 19 November 2008 at 7.30pm – Talk by Mel Jones 

Totley Library on Wednesday, 10 December 2008 at 7.30 pm 

 

 



Totley History Group 

Totley Library 

Wednesday, 22 October 2008 

 

 

Present: 35 members  

 

Future Meetings:  

 

19 November – Professor Mel Jones will be attending to talk about organising local 

history groups and what we choose to do with our time. 

 

10 December – Sally is arranging a Derbyshire Mummers play, cakes will also be 

brought along.  Further ideas for this will be discussed at the next meeting.   

ACTION : ALL 

 

The 2009 dates will be on the 4
th
 Wednesday of each month, the first meeting being 

28 January 2009. 

 

Business Items:  

 

Archives Day (where people can bring along any items which we can scan/copy and 

return to their owners) – The library have agreed we can use their facilities for this on 

Saturday afternoons.  Dates in the new year will be arranged. 

 

Avril has received a letter from Vic Foggarty who is completing a family tree, his 

great grandfather was called Morley and known as the Hallamshire beekeeper and 

was also a lay lawyer.  He was also involved with the installation/de-installation of 

privies, he lived in Totley some time in the 1850s.  If anyone has any information 

please let Avril know.   

ACTION: ALL 

 

Totley Conservation Area – Some people in Totley have received a letter and 

questionnaire to complete.  The 1965 Civic Amenities Act set-up conservation areas 

and these should be reviewed regularly, the Totley conservation area has not been 

reviewed since 1973.  This review will consider what areas are included and not 

included, there is concern as The Cricket Inn and Lower Bents Farm are not included 

in the Totley area.  Replies need to be sent by 28 November. 

 

South Yorkshire Film Archives attended the meeting.   

Footage was shown of Queen Victoria in Sheffield and also King George V and 

Queen Mary visiting Sheffield, a family on holiday by the sea at Filey, the Spartan 

Swimmers in action at Millhouses Baths, the St John Ambulance helping an injured 

motorist at Fox House, footage of a family enjoying Christmas in 1947, Jack Clare 

School of Motoring on Abbeydale Road promoting women to drive, the World Cup 

in1966 at Hillsborough and trains at various stations including Beauchief Rail Station.  

All agreed that these were very interesting and enjoyable to watch and thanked the 

Archive Team for attending. 

South Yorkshire Film Archives are looking for cine film from over the last 100 years 

reflecting Yorkshire life and collecting the stories associated with the films.  If anyone 



has any film or knows someone who has please get in touch with them on 0114 267 

5444, actiondesk.sheffield@bbc.co.uk. 

ACTION: ALL 

 

Date and Time of Next Meetings  

Totley Library on Wednesday 19 November 2008 at 7.30pm – Talk by Professor Mel 

Jones 

Totley Library on Wednesday, 10 December 2008 at 7.30 pm 

 

 



Totley History Group 

Totley Library 

Wednesday, 19 November 2008 

 

 

Present: 35 members  

 

Future Meetings:  

 

10 December – Sally and Rony are arranging some light hearted entertainment 

including readings, singing of local carols, acting etc.  There is a meeting at  Rony 

and Sally’s house for anyone who is interested in taking part on Thursday, 4 

December at 7.30 pm, their address is 11 Lemont Road.   

ACTION : ALL 

 

The 2009 dates will be on the 4
th
 Wednesday of each month.  However, please note 

that the January date needs to be changed and will now be on 21 January. 

 

Business Items:  

 

The Group need to discuss the Totley Conservation area particularly School House on 

Totley Hall Lane.  Dominic has invited representatives from Corporate Property and 

the Conservation Team from the Council to attend the January TRA Meeting.   

ACTION : ALL 

 

Archives Day (where people can bring along any items which we can scan/copy and 

return to their owners) – The library have agreed we can use their facilities, however, 

from 1 December to the end of March 2009 the library will be open on Saturday 

afternoons until 3.00pm.  We need to consider if could move this to Sundays?   

ACTION : ALL 

 

Professor Mel Jones and his wife Joan attended the meeting, and gave a very 

interesting and entertaining insight into historical findings, they also gave a slide 

show.  We discussed the following:- 

 



 



 
Date and Time of Next Meetings  

Totley Library on Wednesday, 10 December 2008 at 7.30 pm 

Totley Library on Wednesday, 21 January 2009 at 7.30 pm



*The Hallamshire Beekeeper - Progress - Richard Tetley* 

 

Vic and I have spent some time exploring his family tree, particularly in respect of the 

MORLEY side. This is actually Vic's wife's side of the family. 

 

Thomas MORLEY was born in Norwell, Nottinghamshire, in 1811 and stayed there 

all his life, as far as we've been able to determine. 

His son, William Morley was born in Norwell in 1853 and moved to Marcus Street, 

Pitsmoor, Sheffield, in about 1878. He lived on Marcus Street at least until 1901. 

William Morley was Vic's wife's g-grandfather. So far, we haven't been able to 

establish any Totley connection, but maybe that happened after 1901. 

 

 However, I have recently found a reference on the internet to a J. Hewitt 

(Hallamshire Beekeeper) who apparently wrote a book in 1892 which was entitled 

"Fertile workers-their utility", and yes, there are HEWITTs in Vic's wife's family tree, 

so we'll be exploring that avenue next. 

 

It's possible that, although these folk lived in the Pitsmoor area, they kept beehives 

out here in the country. So, if anyone knows of any beekeeping activities, or the 

existence of beehives, in the Totley area around the turn of the century, I'd be most 

interested to hear about it. 

 

Richard Tetley  richard.tetley@virgin.net 



Totley History Group 

Totley Library 

Wednesday, 10 December 2008 

 

Present: 35 members 

 

Sally arranged and directed a most enjoyable and entertaining collection    

of events, all to do with local history, the acts were:- 

 

Ann Lee – Jo Rundle’s memories (from The Totley Independent) – 

Strawberry Lea 

Jim Martin – Jo Rundle’s memories (from The Totley Independent) – 

Annie Nuttie 

Sally Goldsmith – GHB Ward and the Clarion Ramblers – Feet in the 

Heather, sung by Sally 

Richard Wrigglesworth – The poems of Richard Furness, Dore 

Schoolmaster, radical poet and composer (Richard’s great, great 

grandfather) 

Tony Reynolds – The autobiography of Harvey Teesdale, the man 

monkey 

Kate Reynolds – The History of TOADS 

Vincent Simpson – Albert and the Lion 

Interval – We all enjoyed tea and coffee and some lovely homemade 

mince pies and cakes 

Alan Byron – Bowton Yard, a dialect poem by Samuel Lacock 

Avril Critchley – Extract from the autobiography of Harry Brierley, the 

inventor of stainless steel, his early married life in Totley 

Ann Winter – Dore Village Society’s information on the tradition of the 

Poor Old Horse (a group of people visited pubs in Dronfield and maybe 

the Totley area, dressed up as a horse) 

Jill Hnat – Extract from the memories of Danny Reynolds (Totley’s 

oldest resident?) – The walloping of the Poor Old Horse 

Alan Lee – As the Poor Old Horse, costume made wonderfully by his 

wife Ann.  We all sang the Poor Old Horse song to Alan! 

Jean Byron – Extract from Totley resident David Turner’s autobiography 

“A Tyke in Tupland” – The Carol Singers 

Tony Reynolds – A peculiar rendition of Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

To finish off we all sang one of Richard Furness’s unique Dore carols – 

Awake My Harp 

 

At the end we all wondered how many other history groups have staged 

such an entertaining, varied event that relates to local history??  Thanks 

again to Sally for a great evening. 



 

Business Items: 

Totley Conservation Area – The date for submissions has been extended 

to the end of January.  This will be discussed at the next meeting. 

School House, Totley Hall Lane – A decision will be made in January if 

this will be refurbished or sold.  The Conservation Team from the 

Council have been invited to attend the January TRA Meeting to discuss 

this. 

 

Archives Day (where people can bring along any items which we can 

scan/copy and return to their owners) – The library have agreed we can 

still use their facilities on Saturday, even though the library now has 

extended Saturday afternoon opening hours.  They would like the number 

of people attending from the history group to be kept to 3 / 4 people. 

ACTION - ALL 

 

Jim is investigating how we can get a grant to purchase equipment for 

voice recordings. 

ACTION - JIM 

 

The date for the next History Fair at the Town Hall is 16 May 2009.  It is 

£10 per table and it was thought we should present ourselves at this.  

ACTION - ALL 

 

Date and Time of Next Meetings 

Totley Library on Wednesday, 21 January 2009 at 7.30 pm 

 

Following January’s meeting the 2009 dates will be on the 4th 

Wednesday of each month 


