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Dear Sir,

The e x c e l l e n t  w ork  c a r r i e d  o u t  by  same 

v e r y  g e n e r o u s  f r i t t f i d s  of  t h e  navy  a t  S h e f f i e l d  h a s  b r o u g h t  

i n  a  l a r g e  sum o f  money w h i c h  i s  t o  be s p e n t  on c o m f o r t s  

e t c  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  of  t h e  m in e s w e e p e r s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  

p o r t  *

To .avoid  r e p e t i t i o n  of  g i f t s  w h i c h  may 

have  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  you  f i l l  i n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  f o r m ,  g i v i n g  y o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n  

f u l l  p l a y  and w i t h o u t  t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  c o s t .  I n  t h i s  way,  

w h i l s t  you may n o t  be a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a l l  you a s k ,  t h e  

o r g a n i s e r s  of  t h e  f u n d  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  d e c i d e  how b e s t  t o

u t i l i s e  t h e f u n ds a t  t h e i r _ d i  opo r, a 1«,  . ..—

On c o m p l e t i o n ,  t h e  e n c l o s e d  fo rm  s h o u l d  be 

r e t u r n e d  t o  me a t  No>.11 U n i on Q u a y ,Nort h  S h i e l d s  »



CHAIRMAN :

m & j  ©.

Registered under the 
W ar Charities Act, 1940

To provide comforts for  
the men who keep the 
sea lanes open ..............

Your Ref.

PRESIDENT:

S i .  M  C A .  $ ■  %  < 2iV C C  ■ n e , K.C.V.O., C.B., D.S.O.

T h e  D o r e  &  T o t l e y
M INESW EEPING  TR AW LER S 

CO M FO RTS FU N D

O ur Ref com .

. WAR CHARITIES ACT, 1940 ,

I t  i s  h e r e b y  C e r t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  C h a r i t y  

c a r t e d ,  , .  , . ,  .The u o r e  «  T e t l e y  M ine s w e e p in g

T r a w r e r s  Comiux-ts F u n a ...............  .w as  on  t h e  l o t h

aay  o f  November  1941 ,  r e g i s t e r e d  by  t h e  

S h e f f i e l d  C oun ty  B o ro u g h  C o u n c i l  u n d e r  t h e  

a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  A c t ,
N
.   '

S i g n e d ,  E, B. G ib s o n

Town C l e r k  f o r  and  on 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  a b o v e -  
m e n t i o n e d  C o u n c i l .

SECRETARY:

91 93- G'lay

ADMINISTRATIVE

HEADQUARTERS

FERN GLEN 
DORE MOOR 
SHEFFIELD



THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL N4VY

THE FINAL MEETING CF THE COMMITTEE was h j l d  a t  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  on 
T h u r s d a y  F e b r u a r y  2 1 s t  whan i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  D e p o t  h ad  
c l o s e d  down a c cord in g  t o  s c h e d u le  ( f o l l o w i n g  the  i n s t n n t i o i i f i  o f  
t h e  R o ya l  N a v a l  War C o m fo r t s  Com m it tee )  on December  1 5 t h  a f t e r  
s i x  y e a r s  and two months  c o n t i n u o u s  w o r k i n g .  a h  s u r p l u s ' w o o l  
s t i l l  i n  h a n d  or  r e t u r n e d  b y  p a r t i e s  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  over**by t h e  
Board  o f  T r a d e  s u r p l u s  d i s p o s a l s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a g a i n s t  a c a s h  
p a y m en t .  The a u d i t e d  a c c o u n t s  w ere  s .*1 f i t t e d  a n d  x w o ; a d  and a 
c h s q a e w f o r  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  f u n d s  was h a n d e d  t o  t h e  R o y a l  I . 'aval 
War A m e n i t i e s  Puna t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  men o f  t h e  
R o y a l  Navy.

The t o t a l  num ber  o f  g a r m e n t s  p r o v i d e d  and  d i s t r i b u t e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  s i x  y e a r s  was f o u r  a n d  a h a l f  m i l l i o n  and  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
R o y a l  N a v a l  War C o m f o r t s ’ c o m m i t t e e  s e a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were  s t i l l  
s u f f i c i e n t  g a r m e n t s  i n  hand t o  m ee t  a l l  N a v a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  
t h e  n e x t  t w e l v e  months  and a s k e d  i f  t h e  C o m m it te e  w ou ld  a g ree ,  t h a t  
a f t e r  a n y  n e e d s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  S e r v i c e s  had  b e e n  mot ,  i n c l u d i n g  
A l l i e d  N a v i e s ,  a n y  r e s i d u e  c o u l d  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  C i v i l ^ R e l i e f  

u n d e r  U ,N .R ,R .S .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  w ou ld  bo i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  a l l  w o r k e r s  a n d  i t  was t h e r e f o r e  
a p p r o v e d  and  a g r e e d .

The r e c o r d s  o f  a l l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  -  p u r c h a s e s  and  s a l e s -  o f  
wool -  r e t u r n s  o f  g a r m e n t s  -  r e g i s t r a t i o n s  o f  s u b - d e p o t  p a r t i e s  e t c .  
h a d  b e e n  handed to  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  and  w ou ld  be  a v a i l a b l e  a s  a b a s i s  
o f  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n  c a s e  o f  f u t u r e  n e e d .  The s e c r e t a r y  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  t h a n k s  o f  t h e  B o a rd  o f  A d m i r a l t y  h a d  b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  i n  a 
l e t t e r  s e n t  t o .  a l l  s u b - d e p o t s ,  c o l l e c t i n g  c e n t r e s  and  o r g a n i s e r s .

CAPTAIN BOWES LYON s p e a k i n g  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  R o y a l  N a v a l  
War C o m f o r t s  C o m m i t t e e ,  e x p r e s s e d  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  C o m m it te e ,  t h e  Depot?

t h e  s u b - d e p o t s  an d  a l l  w o r k e r s ( f o r  t h e  s p l e n d i d  r e s u l t s  a c h i e v e d .
He sp o k e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  two s h i p s ,  i n  
t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  a n d  on t h e  A r c t i c  Convoy,  w here  he h a d  s e e n  t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  g a r m e n t s  and  knew how much t h e y  were  a p p r e c i a t e d .
He s a i d  t h e  men r e a l i s e d  a l l  t h e  v o - ’k t h a t  had  b e e n  p u t  i n  b y  a l l  
t h o s e  who h e l p e d  and  w ere  r e s p o n s i b l e  and. t h e y  w ere  d e e p l y  g r a t e f u l .  
They f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  had  b e e n  w e l l  and  t n o u g h t f u l l y  l o o k e d  a f t e r  and 
C a p t a i n  Bowes Lyon was h a p p y  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h a n k s  on t h e i r  
b e h a l f .

THE VICE CHAIRMAN, L a d y  L o u i s  M o u n t b a t t e n ,  s a i d  s h e  knew s h e  
was s p e a k i n g  f o r  a l l  when she  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  g r e a t  s a d n e s s  a t  t h e  
d e a t h  o f  t h e i r  C h a i r m a n ,  A d m i r a l  S i r  B a s i l  B rooke  w i t h i n  a few 
c c y s  o f  t h e  c l o s i n g  down o f  t h e  D e p o t .  The C o m m i t t e e  u n a n i m o u s l y  
d e s i r e d  t o  p l a c e  on r e c o r d  t h e i r  v e r y  g r e a t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  a l l  
t h e S i r  B a s i l  h a d  done t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  work o f  t h e  D e p o t .  N o t h i n g  
h a d  b e e n  t o o  muc h  t r o u b l e  ’f o r  h im  and a l t h o u g h  n o t  i n  t h e  b e s t  o f
h e a l t h ,  he  h a d  n o t  s p a r e d  himseXT b n  t i n ) 1 r  oa a s e . - —I- t -w ^s  _absp _J a___
a g r e e d  t h a t  a v e r y  s i n c e r e  and  h e a r t f e l t  v o t e  o f  sy m p a th y  s h o u l d  b e  
s e n t  t o  Lady  B r o o k e .

L a d y  L o u i s  t h e n  p l a c e d  on r e c o r d  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  
G-auracnt B r i t i s h  o r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  work t h a t  h a d  b o e n  dene  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c i n e m a s ;  t o  t h e  S c o t t i s h .  Depo t  who had  b e e n  
r e s p o n s i b l e  tf’o r  t h e  S c o t t i s h  s e c t i o n  a n d  i tspau io- l iases  -oi y/Q-oJ.; _ t o  
t h e  R e v a l  N a v a l  War C o m f o r t s  C o m m it tee  o f  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  f o r  t h e i r  
co':!.t i n u o u s  h e l p  an d  ad.vJ.e0.; t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e  L e a g u e  ior-  
u n f a i l ' * i i g  p a t i e n c e  and  h e l p f u l n e s s  a s  p u r c h a s i n g  a g e n t s  f o r  * o o ] ,
%r> r h ^  owr- m  f o r  t h e  l e a n  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s  97 E a t o n  S q u a r e ;  t o  che 
and 1? o r s  f o r  t h e i r  k i n d n e s s  i n  g i v i n g  f r e e  s e r v i c e s ,  an d  t o  w. eo 
Go " f i t  t e e ,  heads o f  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  t r e a s u r e r ,  s e c r e t a r y  a n a  g o ,  j.oC . m g  
cos  i r e  o r g a n i s e r s . The s i x  y e a r s  work  o f  t h e  D e p o t ,  a l t - io u g i i  
p e r h a p s  l i t t l e  known h a d - b e e n  q u i t e  e x c e p t i o n a l .  A l l  t h o s e  c o n c e r n e d

/ i n  e v e r y
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i n  e v e r y  s p h e r e  o f  i t s  a c t i v i t y  h a d  g i v e n  t i m e ,  h e l p  and  
g e n e r o s i t y  an d  p u t  t h e i r  h a r t s  i n t o  t h e  work .  She h a d  b e e n  p r e s e n t  
when i t  was s t a r t e d  i n  1239 and f e l t  t h a t  a t r e m e n d o u s  d e b t  o f  
g r a t i t u d e  was due t o  a l l ,  some o f  whom h a d  c o n t i n u e d  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  
t h e  s i x  y e a r s .  A l t h o u g h  s h e  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  sh e  h a d  n o t  "been a b l e  
t o  work  w i t h  them a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  i t  h a d  "been a g r e a t  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  
h e r  t o  know t h a t  t h e  w o r k e r s  c a r r i e d  on u n d e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and  i n  
s p i t e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g .  A g r a n d  jo b  h a d  h e e n  done and s h e  was 
im m en se ly  p r o u d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i t  and  .w ish ed  t o  
c o u p l e  h e r  t h a n k s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  C a p t a i n  Bowes Lyon.

The C o m m it tea  a n d  t h e  R o y a l  n a v a l  War C o m f o r t s  C om m it tee  
had  h o p e d  t o  i s s u e  s p e c i a l  C e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  S e r v i c e  t o  a l l  w o r k e r s  
on t h e  l i n e s  a d o p t e d  By t h e  Red C r o s s  an d  e t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  h u t  
a f t e r  much c o n s i d e r a t i o n  . i t  h a d  "been a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
o f  making  a f a i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  many s u b - d e p o t s  who 
had  c a n c e l l e d  i o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s i x  y e a r s  and 
t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t r a c i n g  a d d r e s s e s  made t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  an 
i m p r a c t i c a b l e  on ; an d  i t  was r e g r e t f u l l y  a b a n d o n e d .  I t  was 
h o w e v e r  f e l t  t h  , t  t h i s  s h o r t  resum e o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  t o w a r d s  w h ich  
t h e y  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  w ould  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  a l l .
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THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY

97, Baton Square, London, S.W.l .

I M P O R T A N T  

Please road oa re fu l ly

In view of the d i f f i c u l t y  of obtaining s u f f i c i e n t  imports of  wool and 
also in  view of tho shortage of  spinners ,  tho throo Services,  in  consu lta 
t i o n  with tho Board of Trado, have agreed to  apply c e r t a in  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
in the use of coupon-free wool. As regards  the Navy, the Admiralty have 
decided t h a t  g i f t  socks and g i f t  scaboot stockings should not bo issued 
a f t e r  p resen t  stocks aro exhausted. The reasons fo r  t h i s  dec is ion  are 
t h a t  seaboot stockings aro a froo issuo in  the Navy from Sorvice stocks 
to a l l  men who wear seaboots,  and socks, tho f i r s t  two p a i r s  of which are*, 
f r e e ,  can be roplaced by a l l  Naval personnel on payment a t  a very moderate 
oos t ,  (Naval personne l  r ece ive a spec ia l  allowance, ca l led  Kit Up Keep 
Allowance, to enable~"them to "take up~"ocess~~3̂  g~am6nt s  on payment. ) ' Any 
grey 4-ply  f inger ing  irTTiand should be" used" f o r  socks but o i led  wool should 
only be used fo r  jerseys  and helmets . The garments most urgen t ly  required 
are high-necked jo rseys ,  helmets and gloves with  f inge rs  (b lue ) .  L is ts  
of  garments re turned should show whether garments are made of  o i led  or blue 
wool.  Grey 4-ply  wool has already boon discontinued and o i led  wool w i l l  
only be avai lab le  u n t i l  p resen t  stocks aro used up. In fu tu re ,  t h e re fo re ,  
only navy D.K. w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e *

Tho pr ice  of wool w i l l  bo ra ised  by 2d. per l b .  as from 1s t  October, 
making i t  5/44. per  lb .

The Admiralty have asked fo r  a r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of Sub-Depots to  C o l lec t 
ing Centres to  meet f re sh  needs. A new l i s t  i s  enclosed herewith.  Please 
des troy  your old one and in  fu tu re  send a l l  parce ls  t o the Collect ing Centre 
fo r  your County shown on I b i s  new l i s t .  Your Sub-Depot number remains the 
same. x

Sub-Depots may l ik e  to  know t h a t  up to  the end of  August, 1942, w© have 
been able to  d i s t r i b u t e  2,458,502 garments and have a  good stock ready for  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  now t h a t  the w in te r  is  so near ly  on us .  We should l ike  to  
toko t h i s  opportuni ty of l e t t i n g  a l l  our workers know how g rea t ly  t h e i r  e f 
f o r t s  are appreciated and beg them to  continue t h e i r  good work.

Signed: EDWINA MOUNT BAT TEN,
Vice-Chairman.

A, M. KINDERSLEY,
September, 1942, Hon, S ecre ta ry .
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THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY
(R e g is te red  u n d e r  th e  W a r  C h a ritie s  A c t 1 9 4 0 ) .

C h a irm a n : V ice-C hairm an: Hon. T reasurer: Hon. Secretary :
L ady  P o u n d  T h e  L ad y  L o u is  M o u n tb a t te n  C o lo n e l H . G . B u r ra rd ,  C .B ., C .S .I ., D .S .O . M rs? A .”M aW an c l S cm ga tb

M iss  A.M. K i n d e r s  l e y  
97, EATON SQUARE’,

sloane 925i~9252 Sub~Depot  H .H .17Q . S W l

Cheques should be made payable to “ The Depot for Knitted Garments for the Royal Naoy.”
Mrs G r a y so n  Sub-Depots : Please quote registration number on all communications. 3 0 t h  November ,  1942
B rook  H a l l ,
'T o t l e y  R i s e ,  S h e f f i e l d ,

D e a r  Madam,

Many t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  2 6 t h .  I  much hope t h a t  by  
now you w i l l  have  r e c e i v e d  t h e  o t h e r  b a l e  o f  wool  w h i c h  was s e n t  to. 
you l a t e r  and a l s o  t h e  pound o f  wool  f rom  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  e x -  
p l a n a t i o n .

V ery  many t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  a d v i c e  n o t e  f rom  N o r t h  S h i e l d s .  We 
a r e  so  g l a d  o f  t h e  s p l e n d i d  number  o f  g a r m e n t s  you h a v e  d i s p a t c h e d .

Yours  t r u l y ,

Hon. S e c r e t a r y .
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M rs .  G r a y s o n ,

B rook  H a l l ,

Tot  l e y  R i s e ,  

S h e f  f  ie  Id

THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY.
(R eg is te red  u n d e r  tn e  W a r  C h a ri tie s  A c t 1940 .)

9 7 , E A T O N  S Q U A R E , 
SLOANS 9 2 5 1  S u b - p f  p O t  H« H. 170 S .W .l .

2 9 t h  D ecem b er ,  1942 .

V ery  many t h a n k s  f o r  A d v ice  Note o f  w o o l l e n

goods  s e n t  t o  N o r t h  S h i e l d s .  I t  i s  s u c h  a h e l p

g e t t i n g  t h e s e .

O is h .

Hon. Secretary.



Hrs . R . 3 .  G-rays o n ,
S e c r e t a r y ,
Gore 2c T o t  l e y  Mine s w e e p in g  T r a w l e r s 1 C o m fo r t s

Fund,

Brook  H a l l ,

TOTLEY RISE,

S h e f f i e l d ,  Y o r k s h i r e .

THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY.
r  (R eg is te red  u n d e r  tn e  W a r  C h a ri tie s  A c t 1940 .)

9 7 , E A T O N  S Q U A R E , 
S L O A N E  9 2 5 1 U j - j Q ^  0 1 H 0 . 3 .1. • T 0 « S.W. 1.

17 t h  De c Grab e r ,  1 9 1 2 .

So many t h a n k s  f o r  s e n d i n g  t h e  a d v i c e  n o t e  
f o r  w o o l l e n  c o m f o r t s  d e s p a t c h e d  t o  N o r t h  S h i e l d s ,

T h i s  w i l l  be o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  h e l p  t o  u s .

Hon. S e c r e t a r y .



Dope a n d  T o t l e y  M in e s w e e p in g  T r a w l e r s
C o m f o r t s  Fund,

. F e r n  G le n ,

Dore Moor,
S h e f f i e l d ,  Y o r k s h i r e ,

THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY.
(R eg is te red  u n d e r  tn e  W a r  C h a ritie s  A c t 1940 .)

9 7 , E A T O N  S Q U A R E , 

3 L O A N E  92 5 1_______ S u b - D e p o t  No. H .H .1 7 0 ._______ s-w<1-

1 5 t h  M arch ,  1943 .

V ery  many t h a n k s  f o r  l e t t i n g  me h a v e  t h e
a d v i c e  n o t e  f o r  y o u r  l a s t  s p l e n d i d  c o n s ig n m e n t  
o f  g o o d s .

I t  I s  s u c h  a h e l p  g e t t i n g  t h e s e  so  
p r o m p t l y .

Hon. Secretary.



97, EATON SQUARE, S.W .l
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Telephone: S L O A N E  9 2 5 1 —9 2 5 2 H o u r t: M o n d a y  - F r id ay , 10 a .m . - 4  p .m .

Cheques should he made payable to “ The Depot for Knitted Garments for the Royal Navy.” 
Sub-Depots : Please quote registration number on all communications.

President:
T h e  L a d y  P a tr ic ia  R am sa y

Vice-Presidents :
L ad y  Jam es 
L ady  B ro w n rig g  
T h e  H o n . L ady  D ra x  
L ady  F o rb e s

Committee:
Chairman :
L ady P o u n d

Vice-Chairman :
T h e  L a d y  L ou is  M o u n tb a t te n

D eputy Vice-Chairman :
L a d y  C h a rle s

Hon. Treasurer:
C o lo n e l H . G . B u r ra rd ,

C .B ., C .S .I ., D  S .O .

Hon. Secretary :
M iss K in d e rs le y

M rs. A . V . A le x a n d e r  
L ady  B a c k h o u se
C a ro l in e , V isc o u n te ss  B rid g e m a n
M rs. W in s to n  C h u rc h ill
M rs. F . R . E. D av is
L a d y  K e n n e d y  P u rv is
M rs. C h a rle s  L a rco m
L ady  L ittle
T h e  H o n .  M rs . S y d n ey  M a rsh a m  
L a d y  W h itw o r th

A L L  C O M M U N IC A T IO N S  T O  B E  A D D R E S S E D  T O  T H E  H O N . S E C R E T A R Y

S u b -D e p o t  No. H . H . 1 7 0 . 1 7 th  M arch ,  1943 .

D e a r  Mrs. G r a y s o n ,

I t  was  so k i n d  of  you  t o  s e n d  a n o t h e r  o r d e r  
f o r  w oo l  and a l s o  t o  l e t  me know o f  y o u r  d e s p a t c h  
o f  g a r m e n t s  t o  N o r t h  S h i e l d s .  The w o o l  w e n t  o f f  
t o  you y e s t e r d a y  an d  t h e  r e c e i p t  f o r  y o u r  cheque 
w i l l  he  f o u n d  i n  t h e  p a r c e l .

I  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  
s a y i n g  how much we a d m i re  t h e ,  splandjLd v/ork  w h ich  
you  a r e  d o i n g  and  to  a s k  you  t o  co n v e y ,  on b e h a l f  
o f  Lady Pound and my C o m m it te e ,  t h e i r  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  
t h a n k s  and  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  a l l  y o u r  k n i t t e r s .

I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no S u b -D ep o t  t h a t  makes 
more  o f  t h e  l o n g - s l e e v e d  p u l l o v e r s  w h ic h  a r e  t h e  
g a r m e n t s  f o r  w h ic h  t h e r e  i s ,  a s  you  know, a g r e a t e r  
demand t h a n  f o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .

Y ours  t r u l y ,

Hon. S e c r e t a r y .

Mrs.  R. B. G ra y so n ,
Dore  & T o t l e y  M in e s w e ep in g  T r a w l e r s ’ C o m fo r t s  Fund,  
B rook  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ,
S h e f f i e l d .
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L ady  P o u n d
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H on. Treasurer:
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Hon. Secretary:
M rs. •A r-M a itlan d  © o u g a tt
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So many t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  l e t t i n g  me know o f  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  
c a s e s  o f  g a r m e n t s  t h a t  you h a v e  s e n t  t o  Mr. M a n d a l l .  I t  I s  I n d e e d  
s p l e n d i d  t h e  amount o f  work  y o u r  p a r t y  g e t s  t h r o u g h  and I  s e n d  you 
on b e h a l f  o f  e l l  h e r e  o u r  m o s t  g r a t e f u l  t h a n k s .

Yours  s i n c e r Q_i r̂

Mrs .  G ray so n  
B rook  H a l l ,  
T o t l e y  R i s e ,  
S h e f f i e l d .

Hon
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D ear  M rs .  G r a y so n ,

J  I t  i s  I n d e e d  k i n d  o f  y o u r  Com m it tee  t o  h a v e  s e n t  u s  t h i s  
w o n d e r f u l  d o n a t i o n  o f  £50 t o w a r d s  o u r  w o o l  f u n d .  =l c a n n o t  t e l l  
you w h a t  a s p l e n d i d  h e l p  t h i s  w i l l  b e  t o  u s ,  and Lady  L o u i s  Mount
b a t t e n  and my Com m it tee  d e s i r e  me to  s e n d  y o u  t h e i - r  m o s t  g r a t e f u l  
t h a n k s  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and  t o  a s k  you t o  convey  t h e  same t o  a l l  
who c o n t r i b u t e d .  , I  e n c l o s e  a r e c e i p t  h e r e w i t h .

V .
I  m u s t  a l s o  t h a n k  you f o r  s e n d i n g  t h e  l i s t s  o f  w o o l l e n  goods  

r e c e n t l y  s e n t  t o  N o r t h  S h i e l d s ,  i t  i s  i n d e e d  a s p l e n d i d  c o n s ig n m e n t

W ith  many t h a n k s

Y o u rs  s i n c e r e l y ,

E n c l o s u r e . Hon. S e c r e t a r y ,

M rs .  R. B. G ra y s o n ,  
B ro o k  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ,  . 
S h e f f i e l d .



President—T H E  L A D Y  P A T R IC IA  R A M S A Y .
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2 8 th  S ep tem ber ,  1943,
Sub-D epot H .11.170.

THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY
(R e g is te red  u n d e r  th e  W a r  C h a ritie s  A c t 1 9 4 0 ) .

M rs.  R . 3 .  G r a y s o n ,
B ro o k  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ,
S h e f f i e l d .

Dear Mrs. G ray son ,

How v e r y  k i n d  o f  you  t o  s e n d  s u c h  a s p l e n d i d  o r d e r  f o r  w o o l .
I  h a v e  t o d a y  h a d  d i s p a t c h e d  t o  you t h e  198 l b s .  n a v y  D.K. and  t h e  
more  g l o v e s  w i t h  f i n g e r s  and  l o n g  s l e e v e d  p u l l b v e r s  you c a n  g e t  
done t h e  more  g r a t e f u l  we s h a l l  b e ,  a s  t h e s e  g a r m e n t s  a r e  so 
u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d  .at  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  830$ t h e r e t o  many men b e i n g  
c a l l e d  up  f o r  t h e  Navy and  t h e y  a l l  h a v e  to  be  e q u i p p e d .

I  a l s o  h a v e  t o  t h a n k  you m ost  w arm ly  f o r  y o u r  w o n d e r f u l  d o n a t i o n  
o f  £ 1 0 .  0 .  0 .  t o w a r d s  o u r  wool  f u n d  and  I  e n c l o s e  t h e  r e c e i p t  h e r e w i t h  
P l e a s e  convey  t h e  t h a n k s  o f  o u r  C h a i rm an  and Com m it ted  t o  a l l  who 
h a v e  done so w e l l .  0 ^ r  new Cha i rm an  i s  R e a r  A d m ira l  S i r  B a s i l  B ro o k e ,  
G . C . V . O , , who i s  C o m p t r o l l e r  o f  H.M. t h e  Q u e e n ' s  H o u s e h o ld  and h e  
was m ost  i n t e r e s t e d  when I  t o l d  h im  t h e  o t h e r  day o f  t h e  s p l e n d i d  
h e l p  you  h a v e  g i v e n  u s .

Y o u rs  s i n c e r e l y ,

Hon. S e c r e t a r y .



THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE 
ROYAL NAVY

(Registered under the W ar Charities Act 1940)

Telephone: 97, E A T O N  S Q U A R E ,  L O N D O N ,  S . W . l .
SLOane 9251.

October, 1943.

NEWS LETTER No. 8.

All our members will, we know, have heard with deep regret of the sad loss we have sustained by the 
death of our late Chairman, Lady Pound, who was such a help and inspiration to our Depot from its very 
commencement in October, 1939.

By the courtesy of The Times we are allowed to print the following appreciation which appeared in their 
issue of 23rd July,' and which gives some idea of the affection and esteem in which she was held by all who had 
the privilege of knowing her :—

“ The death of Lady Pound will recall grateful memories to the minds of many Naval Officers and 
Men and of their wives—especially to the minds of those younger ones who met her in Malta. It was 
there that her enthusiasm and hard work led to the establishment of a convalescent home for the wives 
and children of those who were unable to recuperate in their own homes.

“ The friendship that she gave to all was complete. No one was more alive to the opportunities 
which come to a wife of a highly placed officer. But of all personal part in those opportunities it seemed 
that she was unconscious and oblivious. It was the object to be attained that claimed her attention and 
to which her mind and heart were devoted, not the part she took, far less the credit that might come to 
her. That did not affect her judgment at all. She was a woman of fine power of organisation, and her 
simplicity of character allowed whatever she undertook to go forward without being stopped by any 
consideration of who would get the credit. Fortunately for her and for those with whom she had to deal, 
she was equally unconscious of what is sometimes called position. Assistance without interference might 
well have been her motto.”

It was signed by “ A Naval Officer,” but we are now permitted to give the name of the writer, Admiral 
Sir William Goodenough, G.C.B., M.V.O., who was one of her oldest friends.

We are very fortunate in having as our new Chairman Rear-Admiral Sir Basil V. Brooke, G.C.V.O., 
who has already made himself conversant with our work, and as one who has been so long connected with the 
Royal Navy, takes the deepest interest in everything that appertains to the comfort of our gallant seamen. We 
have received the following letter from him :—

“ On taking over the Chairmanship of the Depot for Knitted Comforts for the Royal Navy, I was 
shown figures which amazed me. Three million garments in four years by voluntary effort is a magnificent 
achievement and does the utmost credit to all at Headquarters and the Knitting Parties. I would like to 
point out, however, that the needs of the Navy are ever growing, while workers, owing to War demands, 
diminish. With winter and undoubtedly the hardest part of the War to come, we must increase our 
efforts to the utmost, not only to supply the present needs but to build up reserve stocks. From four 
years of experience in the North Sea during the last War, I can assure you that the comforts we received 
then from kind donors were tremendously appreciated by all hands. Undoubtedly a man on look-out, or 
in any exposed position, does his job better when he is warmly clothed and is not distracted by trying 
to avoid icy draughts. Thus the fighting efficiency of a ship is improved, and surely this alone is a good 
enough reason for doing all we canto help. Let us, then, go ahead with ever increasing speed, determined 
to break all previous records.”



We feel sure that all our Sub-Depots will work as loyally and energetically under his Chairmanship as 
they have done throughout the last four years. .

The demand for garments is greater than ever as the numbers of naval personnel are increased, and in 
the coming months it is up to us to see that the men, not only in the big ships, but in the hundreds of small 
craft which do such splendid service day in and day out, shall be warmly clad.

Remember that every little helps so please all try to do a little each day, and if possible interest others. 
We have lost over 1,500 Sub-Depots who have regretfully been obliged to close down for various reasons and
this means, at the least, 18,000 knitters who can ill be spared, although we know most of them have taken on
other important war work. If  each Sub-Depot succeeded in adding one more knitter to their group it would 
mean an increase of 2,086 workers.

The Depot has now been working 4 years, and owing to the great work done by our Sub-Depots and 
the generous gifts from overseas, we have been enabled up to the 30th September to issue approximately three 
million garments. The numbers of the different garments issued are as follows :—

339,267 Scarves. 323,469 pairs Gloves.
346,802 Helmets. 467,863 Jerseys.
695,281 Socks. 380,988 Seaboot Stockings.
190,939 Mittens. 38,728 Caps.
38,177 Wristlets. 65,485 Sheepskin Coats.
4,531 Blankets. 32,788 Miscellaneous.

During this time our Sub-Depots have purchased 291 tons (or 651,840 lbs.) of wool and the total value 
of garments distributed is over a million pounds. We are proud of this achievement, but we cannot and must 
not let the Navy down now—we owe too much to their courage and endurance. Garments most urgently 
needed still are jerseys and gloves.

We would like to reiterate once again that under the Admiralty scheme of authorised distribution, although 
we may not send comforts to individual men or ships, all our garments are in the hands of Port Amenities 
Liaison Officers at ports and bases all round the coast. Any man or crew requiring woollens should therefore 
apply to the P.A.L.O. at any port taking their pay books with them.

Owing to restrictions on the use of metals we very much regret that we are; no longer able to supply 
our usual blue and gold enamel badges, but we are lucky in having been able to secure a supply of similar 
badges in plain silver which we hope will be equally popular.

Rem em ber, all-wool is now 2s. lOd. per lb., post free, but must be ordered in amounts oTd- lbs. or 
multiples thereof.

The following table gives an idea of how orders and remittances should be sen t:—

£ s. d. £ s. d.
6 lbs. 17 0 30 lbs. 4 5 0

12 lbs. 1 14 0 36 lbs. 5 2 0
18 lbs. 2 11 0 42 lbs. 5 19 0
24 lbs. 3 8 0 48 lbs. 6 16 0

IMPORTANT
p l e a s e  p a s s  r o u n d  

t o  A L L  W O R K E R S

EDWINA MOUNTBATTEN, Vice-Chairman. 

A. M. KINDERSLEY, Hon. Secretary.
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97, EATON SQUARE, 
S.W.l

1 4 t h  O c t o b e r ,  1943

S u b -D e p o t  H.H.1VQ.

D ear  M rs .  G r a y s o n ,

So v e r y  many t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  e r y  k i n d  c h e q u e  and  o r d e r  f o r  
w o o l .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  m a g n i f i c e n t  t h e  amount  o f  w ork  t h a t  you do f o r  
u s  and we c a n n o t  b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  g r a t e f u l ,

I  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  s e e  t h e  l e a f l e t  w i t h  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  
f i l m  show t h a t  you g o t  u p .  The r e s u l t  was c e r t a i n l y  most  s a t i s 
f a c t o r y  and  I  s e n d  you. many c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s .  I  am p a r t i c u l a r l y  
g l a d  t o  h e a r  t h a t  you  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  more k n i t t e r s  a s  we a r e  
f i n d i n g  i t  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  keep  up  o u r  s u p p l i e s  and a l r e a d y  we 
a r e  h a v i n g  demands f o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  l o n g  s l e e v e d  p u l l o v e r s  w h ic h  
we a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  u n a b l e  t o  d e a l  w i t h .  Your  w ool  h a s  b e e n  
d i s p a t c h e d  t o d a y .

Y ours  s i n c e r e l y

Eon. Secretary
M rs.  H.B. G r a y s o n ,
ID _  1 r  T7 *  1 n
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97, EATON SQUARE, 
S.W .l

2 9 t h  F e b r u a r y ,  1944*
S u b -D ep o t  H .H .1 7 Q .

M rs .  G r a y s o n ,
Brook  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ,
S h e f f i e l d .

Dear  M rs .  G r a y s o n ,

So many t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  and  l i s t  o f  g a r m e n t s  s e n t  i n  
t o  N o r t h  S h i e l d s  i n  J a n u a r y .  We a r e  i n d e e d  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  
s p l e n d i d  work  t h a t  you a r e  d o i n g .

I  h a v e  made e n q u i r i e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  t r a w l e r s  a t  G l e e t h o r p e s  
and  am t o l d  t h a t  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  ones  come u n d e r  t h e  M e rch a n t  
Navy.  I  h a v e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  M e rc h a n t  Navy C o m f o r t s  
Fund t e l l i n g  them  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  you  h a v e  h e a r d  and  a s k i n g  th em  
i f  an y  a c t i o n  c a n  be  t a k e n .

I  am s o r r y  t o  s ay  we a r e  s t i l l  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  i s s u e  s o c k  w o o l .

Y ours  s i n c e r e l v .

Hon. Secretary.
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2 8 t h  M srch ,  1 9 4 4 ,
Sub - D e p o t  H . H . 1 7 0 .

Mrs .  R .B .  G r a y s o n ,
B ro o k  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ,
SheffleId.

Dear  M r s . G r a y s o n ,

So v e r y  many t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  s p l e n d i d  o r d e r  f o r  w ool  and  
a l s o  f o r  y o u r  f u r t h e r  d o n a t i o n  o f  £ 1 0 .  0 .  0 .

My C h a i rm a n  and Com m it tee  a s k  me to  s e n d  you t h e i r  t h a n k s  
and. a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  a l l  t h a t  you  a r e  d o i n g  f o r  u s .

We a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a n x i o u s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t o  k ee p  o u r  
k n i t t i n g  up t o  f u l l  s t r e n g t h  a s  t h e  demands upon  u s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  
so v e r y  l a r g e l y  a n d  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  i n c r e a s e  s t i l l  f u r t h e r .

The w ool  i s  b e i n g  d e s p a t c h e d  t o  y o u  t o d a y  and I  h o p e  i t  w i l l  
a r r i v e  q u i c k l y ,  b u t  a s  you  know, t r a n s p o r t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  i n  t h e s e  
d a y s .

Yours  s i n c e r e l y ,
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97, EA TO N  SQUARE, 
S.W.1

9 t h  May, 1944
S u b -D e p o t  H . H . . 1 70 .

M r s - G r a y so n ,
Brook  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ,
S h e f f i e l  .

D es r  Mps. G r a y s o n ,

Once a g a i n  I  ha  e t o  t h a n k  you  m o s t  w arm ly  f o r  a m ost
g e n e r o u s  d o n a t i o n  t o w a r d s  o u r  f r e e  wool  f u n d .

P l e a s e  convey  t h e  t h a n k s  o f  my Cha i rm an  and Com m it tee  t o  
n i l  who h a v e  so k i n d l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o w a r d s  t h i s  g i f t  and  a s s u r e  
them  t h a t  t h i s  c o n t i n u e d  h e l p  i s  i n v a l u a b l e .

I  h a v e  o r d e r e d  y o u r  w ool  d i r e c t  f ro m  th e  M a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  
a s  we h a d  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  P a t o n  and  B a ld w in s  wool  t o  f i l l  you 
o r d e r .

Y o u rs  s i n c e r ^ U r

Eon. Secretary
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97 E a t o n  S a u a r e , 
S .W . lT

J u n e , 1 9 4 4 .

To th e  Heads  o f  a l l  S u b - D e p o t s  o f  t h e  D e p o t  f o r  K n i t t e d

G arm en ts  f o r  t h e  R o y a l  Navy .

V i c e - A d m i r a l  S i r  A l g e r n o n  W i l l i s , K . C . B . ,  D .S .O  , t h e  

S ec o n d  Sea  L o r d ,  p a i d  a  v i s i t  t o  o u r  D e p o t ,  97 E a t o n  S q u a r e ,  

a s h o r t  t i m e  ago and  a f t e r w a r d s  s e n t  me a  l e t t e r  a  copy o f  

w h i c h  I  e n c l o s e .

I  s h o u l d  he  m o s t  g r a t e f u l  i f  y o u  w ou ld  r e a d  t h i s  i f  

p o s s i b l e ,  t o  y o u r  k n i t t e r s ,  a s  I  f e e l  s u r e  t h e y  w o u ld  l i k e  

t o  know how much t h e i r  w ork  i s  a p p r e c i a t e d  by t h e  A d m i r a l t y  

a n d  w i l l  w i s h  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  h i s  a p p e a l  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  

s u p p o r t .

BASIL V. BROOKE.

R e a r - A d m i r a l  S i r  B a s i l  V. B r o o k e ,  G .C .V .O . ,  
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  D e p o t  f o r  K n i t t e d  

G a rm en ts  f o r  t h e  R o y a l  Navy.



2nd  Sea  L o r d ,
Q ueen  A n n e ’ s M a n s i o n s ,  

S . W . l .

2 1 s t  J u n e ,1 9 4 4 .

My L e a r  S i r  B a s i l ,

f o l l o w i n g  my v i s i t  t o  t h e  D epo t  
r e c e n t l y  I  t h i n k  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h i s  
o p p o r t u n i t y ,  a s  C h i e f  o f  N a v a l  P e r s o n n e l , 
t o  r e c o r d  t h e  g r a t e f u l  t h a n k s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  
Navy f o r  t h e  r e a l l y  m a g n i f i c e n t  work done  by 
y o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w h i c h ,  s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  
h a s  p r o d u c e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o u r  m i l l i o n  
w o o l l e n  g a r m e n t s .  P l e a s e  c o n v ey  a  m e ssa g e  
o f  s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  y o u r  C om m it tee  
a n d  t o  a l l  y o u r  k i n d  h e l p e r s  a t  t h e  D e p o t ,  
a t  t h e  C o l l e c t i n g  C e n t r e s  a n d  t o  t h e  members 
o f  y o u r  k n i t t i n g  p a r t i e s .

However  f a v o u r a b l y  t h e  war  
d e v e l o p s ,  t h e r e  c an  be no d o u b t  t h a t  a  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Navy w i l l  be e n g a g e d  
i n  E u r o p e a n  w a t e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  w i n t e r  -  t o  
name one s e c t i o n  o n l y ,  t h e  m i n e s w e e p in g  f o r c e s  
w i l l  be  b u s y  c l e a r i n g  t h e  s e a s  e v e n  a f t e r  
p e a c e  i s  d e c l a r e d .  Nor  c an  an y o n e  p r e d i c t  how 
f a r  n o r t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  Navy may be r e q u i r e d  t o  
o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  a g a i n s t  t h e  J a p a n e s e .

May I  t h e r e f o r e  a p p e a l  f o r  y o u r  
c o n t i n u e d  h e l p  i n  p r o v i d i n g  c o m f o r t s  t o  t h e  
Navy.

Y o u rs  s i n c e r e l y ,

(SIGNED) A .U . W I L L I S . '

R e a r  A d m i r a l
S i r  B a s i l  V . B r o o k e ,  G.C.V.O.
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97, EATON SQUARE, 
S.W.1

2 1 s t  J u n e ,  1944 .
S u b -D e p o t  H .H . l f fO *

M rs .  G r a y s o n ,
B rook  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  RIS9 ,
Sheffield.
D e a r  Mrs.  G ra y s o n ,

So v e r y  many t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  e n c l o s i n g  c o n s ig n m e n t  
n o t e  o f  y o u r  w o o l l e n  goods  r e c e n t l y  s e n t  t o  N o r th  S h i e l d s .  I t
i s  a q? l e n d i d  c o l l e c t i o n  and we a r e  m os t  g r a t e f u l .

You can  w e l l  im a g in e  t h a t  by  S e p te m b e r  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a v e r y  
largely i n c r e a s e d  number  o f  men t o  be equipped so  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
g a r m e n t s  we c a n  g e t  i n  now a r e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  h e l p .

How s p l e n d i d  o f  you  t o  be h o l d i n g  a g a r d e n  p a r t y  i n  A ugus t
t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r .  I  know w ne t  a l o t  o f  work t h i s
e n t a i l s  and  c a n  o n l y  w i s h  y o u  th e  v e r y  b e s t  o f  l u c k  and  a f i n e  d a y .

Y o u rs  s i n e —
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S u b -D e p o t  h„H. 17Q . 2 5 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  194-4.

M rs .  G r a y so n ,
B rook  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ,
S h e f f i e l d .

Dea r  Mrs . Gra ys o n ,

So many t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  a d v i c e  n o t e s  
o f  t h e  c o n s i g n m e n t s  s e n t  t o  N o r t h  S h i e l d s .

I  am i n d e e d  , - r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  s p l e n d i d  amount o f  g a r m e n t s  
you h a v e  s e n t ,  b u t  f e e l  t h a t  I  m us t  p o i n t  o u t  we a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  
b y  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  t o  i s s u e  o i l e d  w ool  f o r  s e e b o o t  s t o c k i n g s  and i t  
s h o u l d  o n l y  be  u s e d  f o r  l o n g  s l e e v e d  p u l l o v e r s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  
men i n  s to r m y  w e a t h e r .  The s e a b o o t  s t o c k i n g s  a r e  now an i s s u e  i n  
t h e  R o y a l  Navy,  b u t  yo ; n e e d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  o n e s  s e n t  w i l l  n o t  
be w e lcom e ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  v e r y  o f t e n  a s k e d  f o r .

I  am so v e r y  g l a d  t o  h e a r  o f  t h e  g r e e t  s u c c e s s  o f  y o u r  G arden  
P a r t y .  I  t h i n k  i t  was q u i t e  m a g n i f i c e n t  t o  r e a l i s e  s u c h  a l a r g e  
sum.

Y ours  f e i n c e r e l y ,

C
Hon. S e c r e t a r y
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Sub-Depot H.H.170
18th October, 1944.

Dear Mrs. Grayson,
Thank you for your letter. I am very much hoping that I 

may soon be able to tell you that seaboot stockings can once again 
be knitted, but I am stills awaiting the final decision.

I wish that I could say that you could send the woollen 
comforts to the Lieutenant on H.M.M*S. 57, but the Bosrd of Trade 
and the Admiralty insist that all garments knitted with coupon free 
wool must be Returned to us or to one of our Collecting Centres 
and that they must be distributed by the Port Amenities Liaison 
Officers at the different ports, whom we keep fully supplied.

With regard to the cutting I saw one very much like it 
in the paper and I got a copy of the House of Lordsf 'Hansard to 
see exactly what |.ord Winster said. It appears that there is 
a Report being prepared by a Committee on the subject of the 
Merchant Navy Comforts and I quote a small pert of his speech.

,fMy Lords, perhaps I may be allowed to reply briefly to 
the question put to me concerning the welfare of the merchant 
seamen. What I said in my speech was that a Committee under

Mr. Graham White is preparing its Report on the subject of seamenfs 
welfare and I said I thought members of the public would be well 
advised to restrain their generosity and gratitude until that 
Committee has reported, when they will then know how to apply their 
generosity in the most effective manner.11

The Merchant Navy, as you know, appeals very ,lrrgely for 
comforts etc. and gives out a very large number and in the past 
there has, I know, been some overlapping, but I do not think 
there is so much now. We, of course, do not deal with the 
Merchant Navy but with the men of the Royal Navy and their needs 
are greater than they have ever been. Within the last fortnight 
we have had to send to different ports over 6,000 long sleeved 
pullovers, besides quantities of other garments.

Yours sincerely, ~  »

Hon. Secretary,Mrs. Grayson,
Brook Hall,
Totley Rise,
S.1 effleld.
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97, EA TO N  SQUARE.
S.W.l

3 1 s t  O c to b e r ,  1944.

Mrs .  G ra y s o n ,
Brook  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ’,
S h e f f i e  I d .

D ear  M rs .  G r a y s o n ,

So many t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  and f o r  l e t t i n g  me know o f  
t h e  l a t e s t  c o n s ig n m e n t  o f  k n i t t e d  goods  you h a v e  s e n t  t o  N o r t h  
S h i e l d s .  I  t h i n k  t h e  work you do i s  q u i t e  m a g n i g i c e n t  and I  am 
m o s t  g r a t e f u l .

I  keep  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  how v e r y  much s o c k s  and  
s e a b o o t  s t o c k i n g s  a r e  n e e d e d ,  b u t  so  f a r  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  
g e t  them t o  r e s c i n d  t h e  o r d e r .

Y o u rs  s i n c e r e l y .

Hon.  S e c r e t a r y ,
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To t h e  H eads  o f  a l l  S u b - D e p o t s  o f  t h e  D epo t  f o r  K n i t t e d  

G a rm e n t s  f o r  t h e  R o y a l  N avy .

I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  e n c l o s e d  l e t t e r  f rom  t h e  L o r d s  C o m m is s io n e r s  

o f  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  n e e d  o f  c o m f o r t s  f o r  t h e  R o y a l  

N a v y .

Owing t o  a  s t a t e m e n t  made w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  ^he  M e rc h a n t  Navy 

C o m fo r t  S e r v i c e  many o f  o u r  s p l e n d i d  w o r k e r s ,  t o  whom we a r e  a l l  

so  d e e p l y  g r a t e f u l ,  hav e  b e e n  l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  R o y a l  N a v y ’ s 

n e e d  f o r  c o m f o r t s  was no l o n g e r  u r g e n t .  I  c a n  a s s u r e  you  t h a t  

f a r  f ro m  t h i s  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e  we a r e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  u n a b l e  t o  

m ee t  a l l  t h e  r e q u e s t s  f rom  t h e  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  p o r t s  who 

d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  g a r m e n t s ,  an d  I  beg  y o u  a l l  t o  k e e p  up t h e  good 

work  f o r  o u r  g a l l a n t  men o f  t h e  R o y a l  Navy .

BASIL V. BROOKE.

R e a r  A d m i r a l  S i r  B a s i l  V. B r o o k e ,  G.C V.O. ,
C h a i rm an  o f  t h e  D e p o t  f o r  K n i t t e d  

G a rm e n ts  f o r  t h e  R o y a l  Navy.

I



s
COPY.

ADMIRALTY > S . W . l .  

1 s t  N o v em b er ,  194-4.

S i r ,

I  am commanded b y  my L o r d s  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  
t o  a c k n o w le d g e  r e c e i p t  o f  y o u r  l e t t e r  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  S eco n d  
S ea  L o r d  o f  9 t h  O c t o b e r ,  an d  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  w ar  i n  E u r o p e  i n  t h e  
n e a r  f u i u r e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  warm g a r m e n t s  i n  t h e  Navy i s  a s  g r e a t  
now a s  i t  e v e r  h a s  b e e n ,  and  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  10  be so f o r  some 

- t im e  The Navy i s  s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  i n  c o l d  N o r t h e r n  w a t e r s  a s  
h i t h e r t o ,  and  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  oe c o n t i n u i n g  t o  do so  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  com ing  w i n t e r .  I n  t h e  E a r  E a s t ,  w h e re  a  h a r d  t a s k  s t j  1.1 
l i e s  b e f o r e  u s ,  o u r  s h i p s  w i l l  o f i e n  be  o p e r a t i n g  i n  c o l d  
c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and  n o t ,  as  i s  a p t  t o  be t h e  p o p u l a r  
i m p r e s s i o n ,  o n l y  i n  a h o t  and su n n y  a t m o s p h e r e .  A g a i n ,  even  
wnen t h e  war  w i t h  J a p a n  h a s  t e r m i n a t e d ,  m i n e - s w e e p i n g  work  w i l l  
h a v e  t o  c o n t i n u e  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  u n d e r  a r d u o u s  an d  s e v e r e  
c o n d i t i o n s .

2 .  My L o r d s  a p p r e c i a t e  g r e a t l y  t h e  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  work w h ic h  
h a s  b ee n  done by y o u r  D e p - t  and  y o u r  w o r k i n g  p a r t i e s  i n  k n i t t i n g  
warm g a r m e n t s  f o r  t h o s e  s e r v i n g  m  t h e  R o y a l  Navy an d  t h e y  a r e  
d e e p l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  a l l  t h e  members oi t h e s e  p a r t i e s  f o r  t h e  
t i m e  w h ic h  t h e y  h a v e  v o l u n t a r i l y  and  so w i l l i n g l y  d e v o t e d  t o  
p r o v i d i n g  t h e s e  n e c e s s a r y  c o m f o r t s ,  w h ic h  a r e  s u c h  a  boon to  
N a v a l  p e r s o n n e l .  My L o r d s  t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  work  f o r  some t i m e  t o  come w i l l  be f u l l y  
r e a l i s e d  a n d  t h a t  k n i t t e d  g a r m e n t s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be p r o v i d e d  
on t h e  same s c a l e  a s  h i t h e r t o ,

I  am, S i r ,
Y o u r  o b e d i e n t  S e r v a n t ,

(SIGNED) J .  G. LANG.

/
R e a r  A d m i r a l  S i r  B a s i l  V. B r o o k e ,  G.C V.O ,
C h a i rm an  o f  t h e  D e p o t  f o r  K n i t t e d  Car  e n t s

f o r  t h e  R o y a l  Navy ,
97 E a t o n  S q u a r e ,
S . W . l .

»



and Port Elizabeth. They also give out vouchers which are 
exchanged here, but the bulk of the sheepskin coats are sent in 
bales to ships or ports for general distribution.

The Imperial Order of the Daughters of the Empire, Canada, 
send lovely soft leather jerkins lined with woollen material 
and from Lagos the Windcheater Leather Jacket Fund sends 
wonderful leather jackets.

From Nyasaland the Nyasaland Council of Women send knitted 
articles most of which are made of thick hand spun wool.

6. FREE WOOL.
The issue of “ Free Wool ” to Sub-Depots has had to be 

limited to the amount of money available from donations. 
During the five years now under review the total cost of this 
free issue has amounted to £7,207.

7. PURCHASE AND COST OF WOOL USED.
Since the opening of the Depot the consumption of wool has 

totalled 855,957 lbs. (approximately 382 tons), and has .cost 
£197,966. This will give some idea of the volume of work done 
by the knitters of the Sub-Depots.

8. GARMENTS ISSUED.
The combined efforts of all those who are connected with our 

work have resulted in the distribution of four million garments 
to our gallant sailors.

Special thanks are due to our Sub-Depots for the wonderful 
amount of knitting they have accomplished and also to those 
helpers at Headquarters and the various Collecting Centres 
who have undertaken the arduous work involved in packing and 
sending out the wool and unpacking, sorting and despatching 
garments to the various ports for issue to our men.

A POSTSCRIPT FROM THE ROYAL NAVY WAR 
COMFORTS COMMITTEE, ADMIRALTY.

I should like to congratulate the Depot and the Sub- 
Depots on five years’ magnificent work and to say how 
much the Navy has owed to them  in this period, and 
how deeply they appreciate it. The need is still as urgent 
as ever.

(Signed). R. W. BLACKLOCK, Captain, R.N.,
Chairman of the Royal Navy War Comforts Committee, Admiralty.

THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED 

GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY

97, Eaton Square, London, S.W.l.
(.Registered under the W a r C harities A c t , 1940).

P R E S ID E N T — T h e  L ad y  P a t r i c i a  R a m s a y .

V ic e -P re s id e n ts — L a d y  Ja m e s .
L ad y  B ro w n rig g .
T h e  H o n . L a d y  D r  ax .
L a d y  F o rb e s .

C h a ir m a n — R e a r - A d m ir a l  S ir  B a s il  V. B ro o k e , G .C .V .O . 

V ic e - C h a ir m a n —T h e  L a d y  L o u is  M o u n tb a tte n ,  C .B .E . 

D e p u ty  V ic e - C h a ir m a n — L a d y  C h a r le s .

H o n . T r e a s u r e r — C o lo n e l H . G . B u r r a r d ,  C .B ., C .S .I., D .S .O  

H o n . S e c r e ta r y —M iss  A. M . K in d e rs le y , M .B .E . 

C o m m it te e  M e m b e rs .
M rs .  A . V. A le x a n d e r .
L a d y  B a ck h o u se .
C a ro lin e  V isc o u n te ss

B r id g e m a n ,  D .B .E . 
M rs . W in s to n  C h u rc h il l .
M rs .  F . R . E . D a v is .
M rs . C h a r le s  L a rc o m .

T h e  H o n . M rs .  S y d n e y
M a r s h a m , C .B .E . 

L a d y  W h itw o r th .
L a d y  K e n n e d y -P u rv is .
L a d y  L itt le .
L a d y  C u n n in g h a m .
L a d y  W illis .

A

SOUVENIR OF FIVE YEARS’ WORK
THE Depot has been issuing knitted garments to the Royal 

Navy for over 5 years and the Committee in expressing 
their grateful thanks to all the voluntary workers whose 

untiring efforts have contributed to such excellent results, feel 
that the following information will be of interest to all those 
who have helped so splendidly. The demand for comforts is as 
great as ever and it is increasingly difficult to supply all that are 
needed. The Committee hope that Sub-Depots will still continue 
to knit to meet the urgent needs of the men of the Royal Navy.

1. ORGANISATION.
In October, 1939, the Admiralty authorised this organisation 

to be a central distributing depot for all branches of the Royal 
Navy, including the R.N.R. and R.N.V.R.

At these Headquarters when the work began, over 80 voluntary 
workers were employed in the various departments dealing with 
the purchase and despatch of wool, receipt and issue of knitted 
garments, correspondence, filing, receipt of money and various 
other duties, and nearly 4,000 Sub-Depots were knitting gar
ments. In July, 1941, to facilitate the distribution of knitted 
garments, 10 Collecting Centres were established at ports selected 
by the Admiralty. In April, 1942, a further decentralisation 
of the work was made by the establishment of the Scottish 
Branch under Mrs. Ivory, which has done invaluable work in 
obtaining the wool locally and supplying an ever-increasing 
number of garments.

In December, 1939, the Gaumont British Section, comprising 
78 Sub-Depots, was formed under the Presidency of Mrs. Jarratt. 
This section raises its own funds and has made a most valuable 
contribution of thousands of knitted garments.

2. WOMEN’S ROYAL NAVAL SERVICE.
At the request of the Director we were glad to help the 

W.R.N.S. by storing and distributing their wool and receiving 
and despatching the knitted garments when required.

3. WOOLLEN COMFORTS FOR RUSSIA.
In November, 1941, the Admiralty asked us to assist in supplying 

within a month, half a million pairs of gloves. The response to

the appeal was magnificent and 122,230 pairs were despatched to 
Russia. Great credit is due to the untiring efforts of our many 
Sub-Depots who worked ceaselessly to meet these requirements.

Unfortunately, owing to the very short notice given to us, 
5,000 more pairs arrived after the specified date ; these, however, 
were despatched to the men of our own Navy, where they were 
of the utmost value.

Mrs. Winston Churchill, in her thanks to the Depot, mentioned 
that the gloves were so beautifully knitted that they were 
admired by all who saw them.

4. SPECIAL PULLOVERS.
Through the kind offices of Mrs. Winston Churchill, who 

raised funds for this purpose, the Depot received a quantity of 
thick grey rug wool ; this enabled our knitters to make 7,000 
of the thickest possible pullovers which were greatly appreciated 
by the men engaged on minesweeping. British Columbia also 
sent pullovers knitted by the Siwash Indians. These were 
extremely thick and were beautifully knitted in wool which was 
water-resisting owing to the retention of its natural oil ; they 
rivalled those made of grey rug wool.

5. OVERSEAS GIFTS.
It is difficult to express adequately our gratitude to all our 

friends abroad for the donations and gifts of comforts of all 
kinds which have reached us in such large numbers.

From Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand, Newfoundland, 
South Africa, the East and West Indies, Kenya, and in the earlier 
days, the Federated Malay States, Hong Kong and Shanghai, 
wonderful gifts have been received as well as from the U.S.A., 
Argentina, China, Costa Rica, Egypt, Peru, Portugal and Spain.

From India and South Africa we have received most valuable 
gifts of thousands of sheepskin coats, gloves and helmets which 
are beautifully warm and a great comfort to men serving in 
cold regions.

The Indian sheepskin coats are sent by the Navy Sheepskin 
Jackets League, Srinagar, Kashmir. Subscribers to the League 
are entitled to vouchers for presentation to their friends in 
the Royal Navy, which are then exchangeable here for coats.

The South African sheepskin coats are sent by the Navy War 
Funds of Johannesburg, King William’s Town, Pietermaritzburg
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Sub-Depot HHoIVO, 15th J a n u a r y ,  1945 «>
o J . D .  D u f f y ,

E as tw ood  F arm ,
E p p e r s t o n e ,  N o t t s *

D ear  Madam,

So v e r y  many t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  k i n d  l e t t e r  and o r d e r  f o r  
w o o l ,  I  have  s e n t  t h e  o r d e r  t h r o u g h  a t  once b u t  b e i n g  f o r  s u c h  
a l a r g e  a m o u n t ,  i t  w i l l  have  t o  come t h r o u g h  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
and I  hope w i l l  a r r i v e  s h o r t l y .

We a r e  q u i t e  overw helm ed  w i t h  y o u r  w o n d e r f u l  d o n a t i o n  
f o r  f r e e  w o o l ,  w h ic h  w i l l  be o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  h e l p  a s  
we a r e  n e e d i n g  t o  g i v e  o u t  more and more as  t h e  y e a r s  g@ bhQ*
My C h a i rm a n  and C om m it tee  d e s i r e  me t o  s e n d  you t h e i r  t h a n k s  
and  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and t o  a s k  you t o  oonvey  t h e  same t o  y o u r  
C o m m i t t e e „

Y ours  t r u l y ,

HON. SECRETARY*
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Mrs. G ra y s o n ,
B ro o k  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  B i s e ,
S h e f f i e l d .

D ea r  Mrs. G ra y so n ,

So many t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  a d v i c e  n o t e s  o f  t h e  two c o n s ig n m e n t s  
o f  k n i t t e d  g a r m e n t s  s e n t  t o  N o r t h  S h i e l d s .

I  do i n d e e d  c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on h a v i n g  s e n t  such  a m a g n i f i c e n t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  and  send  you  and  y o u r  h e l p e r s  o u r  m os t  g r a t e f u l  t h a n k s .

I  s e e  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  h a v e  you b e e n  s u p p l y i n g  th e m  w i t h  w o o l l e n  
g a r m e n t s ,  b u t  t h a t  you h a v e  s e n t  r a z o r s  and  r a z o r  b l a d e s ,  w h ic h  I  
know w i l l  be  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  h e l p .

Yours since

Hon. S e c r e t a r y .

A ll communications to be addressed io the Hon. Sec. ,j , 
S L O A N E  925 1  9 2 5 2  Cheques should be made payable to “ The Depot for Knitted Garments

for the Royal Naoy.”
Sub-Depots : Please quote registration number on all communications.
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Mrs .  D u f f y ,
E a s tw ood  Farm,
E p p e r s t o n e .

D ea r  M r s . D u f f y ,

We w e re  so d e l i g h t e d  t o  g e t  t h e  s p l e n d i d  l i s t  o f  g a r m e n t s  
t h a t  you h a d  d e s p a t c h e d  to  N o r t h  S h i e l d s  a s  t  e n e e d  i s  a s  u r g e n t  
a s  e v e r .  We a r e  f i n d i n g  i t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  
c o m f o r t s  f o r  which, we a r e  a s k e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  i n  t h e  summer so 
many p e o p l e  h a v e  o u t d o o r  work  t o  d o ,  and  i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  
when we g e t  k n i t t i n g  p a r t i e s  s u c h  as  y o u r s  who s e n d  i n  so r e g u l a r l y .

I  h a v e  j u s t  h e a r d  f ro m  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  be  
r e q u i r i n g  a v e r y  l a r g e  number  o f  p u l l o v e r s  e t c .  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
a b r o a d  i n  June  n e x t  and t h i s  i s  o v e r  and  a b o v e  t h e  v e r y  l a r g e  
q u a n t i t y  t h e y  h a v e  a s k e d  us  t o  g e t  r e a d y  f o r  S e p t e m b e r .  Not o n l y  
h a v e  we g o t  t o  e q u i p  c u r  F l e e t  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  b u t  we a l s o  h a v e  
t o  remember  t h a t  even  i f  t h e  w ar  w e re  t o  end a t  o n ce  t h e  M in e sw e ep e r s  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  c o n t i n u e  f o r ,  t h e y  t e l l  me, a t  l e a s t  two y e a r s .

My C ha i rm an  and  C om m it tee  d e s i r e  me t o  s e n d  you t h e i r  
t h a n k s  and t o  a s k  yo . t o  co n v ey  t h e  same t o  a l l  y o u r  k n i t t e r s .

Yours  s i n c e r e l v .

H on . S e c r e t a r y .
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Cheques should be made payable to “ The Depot for Knitted Garments 
for the Royal Naoy.”

Sub-Depots : Please quote registration number on all communications.

97, EATON SQUARE, 
S.W.l

S u b -D ep o t  H .H .1 7 Q . 2 7 t h  A p r i l ,  1 9 4 5 ,

M r s . D u f f y ,
E a s tw o o d  Farm,
E p p e r s t o n e .  «

Be a r  Mrs . Duf f  y ,

How v e r y  k i n d  o f  you to  h a v e  s e n t  such  a s p l e n d i d  o r d e r .
I  am g l a d  t o  say  I  h a v e  been  a b l e  t o  h a v e  a b a l e  of  navy  D.K. 
and a b a l e  o f  o i l e d  w oo l  d e s p a t c h e d  f ro m  h e r e  t o  Mrs.  G ra y s o n ,  
a t  Brook H a l l .  The Navy D.K. b a l e  c o n t a i n s  180 l b s .  an d  I  h a v e  
t h e r e f o r e  p o s t e d  18 l b s .  by  p o s t  m a k in g  t h e  t o t a l  amount  198 l b s .  
and  am h o l d i n g  5 / 8 d .  t o  y o u r  c r e d i t ,  a s  we h a v e  to  s e n d  t h e  w ool  
o u t  i n  am ounts  o f  6 l b s .  o r  m u l t i p l e s  t h e r e o f .

I  am e n c l o s i n g  w i t h  t h i s  a l e t t e r  f o r  you  t o  r e a d  a t  y o u r
w e e k ly  m e e t i n g .  I  m us t  a l s o  t h a n k  you most  w arm ly  f o r  t h e  l i s t  
o f  g a r m e n t s  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  s e n t  t o  N o r t h  S h i e l d s .  I t  i s  i n d e e d  
m ost  h e l p f u l  to  g e t  such  a s p l e n d i d  amount o f  t h e  j e r s e y s  which
a r e  so b a d l y  n e e d e d .  I  a l s o  e n c l o s e  some o r d e r  f o r m s .

Hon. Secretary

P . T . C .



THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY
(R eg is te red  u n d e r  th e  W a r  C h a ritie s  A c t 1 9 4 0 ) 

President—T H E  L A D Y  P A T R IC IA  R A M S A Y . 
C hairm an : Vice-Chairm an :

R e a r-A d m ira l S ir B asil V . B ro o k e , G .C .V .O . T h e  L a d y  L o u is  M o u n tb a t te n ,  C .B .E .
Hon. Secretary : M iss A . M . K in d e rs le y , M .B .E .

H on. T reasurer:
C o lo n e l H . G . B u r r a rd ,  C .B ., C .S .I . ,  D .S .O .

S L O A N E  9 2 5 1 —9 2 5 2
A ll communications to be addressed to the Hon. Sec.

Cheques should be made payable to “ The Depot for Knitted Garments 
for the Royal Naoy.”

Sub-Depots : Please quote registration number on all communications.

97, EATON SQUARE, 
S.W .l

S u b -D ep o t  H .H .1 7 Q » 2 7 t h  A p r i l ,  1 945 .

M r s . D u f f y ,
E a s tw o o d  Farm,
E p p e r s t c n e .  «

De a r  Mrs . Duf f y ,

How v e r y  k i n d  o f  you to  h a v e  s e n t  such, a s p l e n d i d  o r d e r .
I  am g l a d  t o  say  I  h a v e  been  a b l e  t o  h a v e  a b a l e  of  navy  D.K. 
and  a b a l e  o f  o i l e d  wool  d e s p a t c h e d  f ro m  h e r e  t o  Mrs .  G r a y so n ,  
a t  Brook H a l l .  The Navy D.K. b a l e  c o n t a i n s  180 l b s .  an d  I  h a v e  
t h e r e f o r e  p o s t e d  18 l b s .  by p o s t  m ak in g  t h e  t o t a l  amount  198 l b s ,  
and  am h o l d i n g  5 / 8 d .  t o  y o u r  c r e d i t ,  a s  we h a v e  t o  s e n d  t h e  w ool  
o u t  i n  am ounts  o f  6 l b s .  o r  m u l t i p l e s  t h e r e o f .

I  am e n c l o s i n g  w i t h  t h i s  a l e t t e r  f o r  you  t o  r e a d  a t  y o u r  
w e e k ly  m e e t i n g .  I  m us t  a l s o  t h a n k  you most  w arm ly  f o r  t h e  l i s t  
o f  g a r m e n t s  t h a t  you  h a v e  s e n t  t o  N o r t h  S h i e l d s .  I t  i s  i n d e e d  
m ost  h e l p f u l  to  g e t  such  a s p l e n d i d  amount o f  t h e  j e r s e y s  which  
a r e  so b a d l y  n e e d e d .  I  a l s o  e n c l o s e  some o r d e r  f o r m s .

P . S .  I  h o p e  I  am r i g h t  I n  h s v i n g  s e n t  t h e  wool  to  Mrs .  G r a y s o n ,  
b u t  a s  we h a v e  a l w a y s  done  so b e f o r e  I  i m a g i n e d  you  w o u ld  
n o t  w i s h  i t  s e n t  t o  y o u r  p r i v a t e  a d d r e s s .



THE DErOT EOH KNITTED GARMENTS EOR THE ROYAL NAVY

97 E a t o n  S q u a r e ,
S . W . l .

J u n e  , 1 9 4 5 .

To t h e  Heads  o f  a l l  S u b - D e p o t s  o f  t h e  D ep o t  f o r  K n i t t e d

G arm en ts  f o r  t h e  R o y a l  Navy .

A l t  h o u g h  t h e  a c t u a l  f i g h t i n g  i n  E u r o p e  i s  a t  a n  end much 
s t i l l  r e m a i n s  t o  he  done  by t h e  men o f  t h e  M i n e s w e e p e r s ,  T r a w l e r s  
a n d  o t h e r  s m a l l  s h i p s  w o r k i n g  ro u n d  o u r  c o a s t s  an d  i n  n o r t h e r n '  
wa' e r s .  T h i s  work  i s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  an d  d a n g e r o u s  
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  m us t  be c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  g r e a t  d i s 
c o m f o r t  an d  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be n e c e s s a r y  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  coming 
w i n t e r .  Our Navy i s  a l s o  s t i l l  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  a n d  f a r  
E a s t e r n  w a t e r s , a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  t h e  A l e u t i a n  I s l a n d s  a n d  s o u t h  
t o  t h e  A n t - A r c t i c .

The C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  m os t  e a r n e s t l y  hope  t h a t  a l l  
S u b - D e p o t s  who ca n  p o s s i b l y  do s o ,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  
wurk an d  t h u s  h e l p  u s  t o  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  o u r  men s t i l l  
c a r r y i n g  on .  G a rm e n ts  -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  j e r s e y s  -  a r e  u r g e n t l y  
n e e d e d  so t h a t  we may h av e  s t o c k s  r e a d y  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  

S e p t e m b e r .  I f  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  a s  good  a s  we 
hope we s h a l l  n o t  h a v e  t o  c a l l  upon  you  f o r  f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s ,  
b u t  we m u s t  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  t h e  j o b  i s  d o n e .

We s e n d  o u r  m os t  g r a t e f u l  t h a n k s  t o  a l l  t h e  k n i t t e r s  who 
h a v e  e n a b l e d  u s  t o  g i v e  w hat  h a s  b e e n  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  
a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s ,  k n o w in g  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  h e l p  u s  t o  c a r r y  on to  
t h e  end*

BASIL V. BROOKE C h a i rm a n .

\
EDWINA MOUNTBATTEN, V i c e - C h a i r m a n .



THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY

M rs . D u f fy ,
E as tw ood  Farm,
E p p e r s t o n e .

D ear  M rs .  D u f f y ,

I  n o t i c e  on l o o k i n g  a t  p o u r  f i l e  t h a t  I  h a v e  n o t  h a d  
any  l i s t  o f  g a r m e n t s  s e n t  t o  N o r t h  S h i e l d s  s i n c e  A p r i l  l a s t  
and I  s o u l d  be  m o s t  g r a t e f u l  i f  you h a v e  d e s p a t c h e d  a n y ,  
i f  you c o u l d  l e t  me know t h e  numbers  so  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  be  
e n t e r e d  i n  y o u r  f o l d e r .

We a r e  u r g e n t l y  n e e d i n g  a g. od number  o f  g a r m e n t s  t o  
b e  r e a d y  b y  t h e  Autumn so I  h o p e  ; o u r  s p l e n d i d  p a r t y  i s  a b l e  
t o  c o n t i n u e *

(R e g is te red  u n d e r  th e  W a r  C h a ritie s  A ct 1 9 4 0 ) . 
President—T H E  L A D Y  P A T R IC IA  R A M S A Y .

C hairm an  :
R e a r-A d m ira l S ir B asil V . B ro o k e , G .C .V .O . T h e  L ad y  L o u is  M o u n tb a t te n ,  C .B .E . 

Hon. Secretary : M iss A . M . K in d e rs le y , M .B .E .

Vice-Chairm an : H on. T reasurer:
C o lo n e l H . G . B u r r a rd ,  C .B .,  C .S .I ., D .S .O .

S L O A N E  9 2 5 1 - 9 2 5 2
A ll communications to be addressed to the Hon. Sec.

Cheques should be made payable to “ The Depot for Knitted Garments 
for the 'Royal Navy.”

Sub-Depots : Please quote registration number on all communications.

97, EATON SQUARE, 
S.W .l

S u b -D e p o t  H .E » 1 7 0 . 2 4th  J u l:7 9 1245,

Y o u rs  since™*! ^

H'o n . S e c r e t a r y .



THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY
(R e g is te red  u n d e r  th e  W a r  C h a ritie s  A c t 1 9 4 0 ) . 

President—T H E  L A D Y  P A T R IC IA  R A M S A Y . 

C hairm an : V ice-Chairm an :
R e a r-A d m ira l S ir B asil V . B ro o k e , G .C .V .O . T h e  L a d y  L o u is  M o u m b a t te n ,  C .B .E .

Hon. Secretary : M iss A . M . K in d e rs le y , M .B .E .

H on. T reasurer:
C o lo n e l H . G . B u r r a r d ,  C .B ., C .S .I . ,  D .S .O .

S L O A N E  9 2 5 1 - 9 2 5 2
A ll communications to be addressed to the Hon. Sec.

Cheques should be made payable to “ The Depot for Knitted Garments 
for the Royal Naoy.”

Sub-Depots : Please quote registration number on all communications.

97, EATON SQUARE, 
S.W.1

S u b -D ep o t  H, IT. 170

M rs .  G ra y s o n ,  
B ro c k  H al l . ,
T o t l e y  .Tise ,  
S h e f f i e l d ,

8 t h  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 5 ,

D e a r  Mrs . G ra y so n ,

I n  M iss  E i n d e r s l e y 1s a - s e n c e  I  am w r i t i n g  t  a c k n o w le d g e  
w i t h  v e r y  many t h a n k s  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  3 r d  A u g u s t  r e c e i v e d  
t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  and  f o r  t h e  l i s t  o f  g a r m e n t s  w h i c h  w ere  s e n t  
o u t  d u r i n g  J u n e .

I  am s o r r y  t o  h e a r  t h a t  t h e  number  o f  y o u r  k n i t t e r s  i s  
b e i n g  d e p l e t e d ,  b u t  we do q u i t e  r e a l i s e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  
k e e p i n g  p a r t i e s  g o i n g  now, e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  im m e d i a t e  n e e d  
f o r  c o m f o r t s  a p p e a r s  t o  be l e s s  u r g e n t .  Vre a r e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  
t o  t h e  Dore an d  T o t l e y  B ra n c h  f o r  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  k n i t .

The p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  moment i s  t h a t  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  h a v e  
I n f o r m e d  us  t h a t  a l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  o f  g a r m e n t s  i s  r e q u i r e d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r  o u r  f l e e t  I n  t h e  P a c i f i c  and t h i s  we a r e  
d e s p a t c h i n g  a s  r a p i d l y  as  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h i s  c o m f o r t s

w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  coming w i n t e r  f o r  t h e  men o f  t h e  
m i n e s w e e p e r  an d  t r a w l e r  f l e e t s  who w i l l  be WO'rkin i n  t h e  
n o r t n  s e a  and home w a t e r s .  l ie hope  i t  -may. be  p o s s i b l e  t o  
c o l l e c t  enough g a r m e n t s  f o r  t h e s e  p u r p o s e s  b y  t h e  end  o f  
t h e  y e a r  and  a s  so o n  as  we h a v e  a n y  more d e f i n i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  c l o s i n g  down o f  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  we w i l l  
o f  c o u r s e  l e t  you  know. V ery  many t h a n k s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  
t o  h e l p ,  ' °

Yours  s i n c e r e l y .U 7

D epu ty  V i c e - C h a I r m a n .



THE DEPOT EOR KNITTED GARMENTS EOR THE ROYAL NAVY

9 7 ,  E a t o n  S p u a r e t 
S .W .l .

S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 4 5 .

D e a r  Madam,

Owing t o  t h e  u n e x p e c t e d l y  e a r l y  c e s s a t i o n  o f  t h e  w ar  i n  
t h e  P ac i f ic -W -e  h a v e  now b e e n  infeer-med by  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  t h a t  
t h e i r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  c o m f o r t s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  h a v e  b e e n  met  an d  
t h e y  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t  g a r m e n t s  i n  t h e  
m ak in g  a n d  r e a d y  by t h e  end o f  November t o  m ee t  t h e  demands i n  
home w a t e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  coming w i n t e r .  They h av e  t h e r e f o r e  
a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n a  i t s  w o r k i n g  p a r t i e s  c a n  be 
c l o s e d  down. No f u r t h e r  w oo l  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be s u p p l i e d  a f t e r  
t h e  3 0 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 4 5 ,  and  we w o u ld  a s k  S u b - D e p o t s  t o  be k i n d  
e nough  t o  r e t u r n  a s  many f i n i s h e d  ga , rments  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h i s  
D ep o t  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  1 5 t h  N ovem ber ,  1945 .

On b e h a l f  o f  m y s e l f  an d  my Com m it tee  I  w i s h  t o  t a k e  t h i s  
o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a g a i n  e x p r e s s i n g  o u r  s i n c e r e  t h a n k s  and  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  a l l  S u b -D e p o t  o r g a n i s e r s  and  t h e i r  k n i t t e r s  
f o r  t h e  s p l e n d i d  way t h e y  h a v e  c a r r i e d  on u n d e r  many d i f f i c u l t i e s  -  
i n  many c a s e s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  f o r  n e a r l y  s i x  y e a r s  -  a  r e c o r d  o f  
u n s e l f i s h  s e r v i c e  w h ic h  h a s  e n a b l e d  t h i s  D ep o t  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  
g r e a t  t o t a l  o f  4 , 0 7 4 , 5 9 7  g a r m e n t s  and  we know how v e r y  r e a l  h a s  
b e e n  t h e  g r a t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men who h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  c o m f o r t s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w a r .   ___

To a l l  o u r  w o r k e r s  a n d  h e l p e r s ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y  and i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  
we s a y  THANK YOU.

BASIL V. BROOKE.

R e a r  A d m i r a l  S i r  B a s i l  V. B r o o k e ,  G.C.V.O.
C h a i rm an  o f  t h e  D e p o t  f o r  K n i t t e d  

G arm en ts  f o r  t h e  R o y a l  Navy.



M r s . G r a y so n ,

Brook  H a l l ,

T o t l e y  R i s e ,
4-

S h e f f i e l d .

THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY.
(R eg is te red  u n d e r  th e  W a r  C h a ritie s  A c t 1940).

97 , E A T O N  S Q U A R E ,
S L O A N E  92 5 1  S .W .l

1 0 t h  O c t o o e r ,  1945 .

In  Miss K i n d e r s l e y ’ s a b s e n c e  t h r o u g h  i l l n e s s  
I  am w r i t i n g  t o  t h a n k  you f o r  y o u r  k i n d  l e t t e r  
e n c l o s i n g  t h e  l i s t s  o f  g a r m e n t s  s e n t  t o  N o r th  
S h i e l d s .  We a r e  m o s t  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e s e  an d  
q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d e l a y .

Secretary to Miss Kindersley.



THE DEPOT FOR KNITTED GARMENTS FOR THE ROYAL NAVY

C hairm an :
R e a r-A d m ira l S ir B asil V . B ro o k e , G .C .V .O .

(R eg is te red  u n d e r  th e  W a r  C h a ritie s  A ct 1 9 4 0 ) . 
President—T H E  L A D Y  P A T R IC IA  R A M S A Y .

Vice-Chairman :
3 . T h e  L ad y  L o u is  M o u n tb a t te n ,  C .B .E . C<

Hon. Secretary : M iss A . M . K in d e rs le y , M .B .E .

H on. Treasurer:
C o lo n e l H . G . B u r r a rd ,  C .B ., C .S .I ., D .S .O .

S L O A N E  9 2 5 1 —925 2
A ll communications to be addressed to the Hon. Sec.

Cheques should be made payable to “ 7 he Depot for Knitted Garments 
for the Royal Naoy.”

Sub-Depots : Please quoie registration number on all communications.

97, EA TO N  SQUARE. 
S.W.1

S u b -D ep o t  H . H .1 7 0 . 1 8 t h  O c t o b e r ,  1945 .

M rs . D u f f y , ,
The Dore an d  T o t l e y  M in e s w ee p in g  T r a w l e r s  C o m fo r t s  Fund ,  
B ro o k  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ,

Dear  Mrs .  D u f fy ,
/

I  am v e n t u r i n g  t o  w r i t e  an d  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  we a r e  s t i l l  
h o l d i n g  5 / 8 d .  t o  y o u r  c r e d i t  on y o u r  o r d e r  o f  t h e  2 7 t h  A p r i l ,  
1945 ,  and  a s  o u r  a c c o u n t s  a r e  no?/ b e i n g  c l o s e d  I  s h a l l  be g l a d  
i f  you w i l l  l e t  me know w hat  you  would  l i k e  done a b o u t  i t .

Would you l i k e  a p o s t a l  o r d e r  f o r  t h i s  amount o f  may 
we keep  i t  t o  add  t o  t h e  sum v/hich we s h a l l  be  h a n d i n g  o v e r  
t o  N a v a l  C h a r i t i e s  when t h i s  Depot i s  c l o s e d ?

W ith  many thanks f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  work you h a v e  d o n e .

S h e f f i e l d .

Yours  s i n c e r e l y
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Mrs. G r a y s o n ,
B rook  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ,
S h e f f i e l d .

D e a r  Mrs. G ra y so n ,

So many t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r .  I  n o t i c e  you do n o t  l e t  
me know what you w i s h  done w i t h  b a l a n c e  o f  5 /8 d . -  t h a t  I  e n q u i r e d
a b o u t  i n  my l e t t e r  t o  Mrs. D u f f y  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  O c t o b e r .

I  do n o t  know o f  any  Fund e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  m i n e s w e e p e r s , b u t  
t h e  Roya l  N a v e l  War A m e n i t i e s  Fund a t  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  w i l l  be  
c o n t i n u i n g  t o  h e l p  t h e  men o f  t h e  R o y a l  Navy an d  w ould  I  know, 
b e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a n y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  The o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  
I  w o u ld  s u g g e s t  i s  t h e  R o y a l  N av a l  B e n e v o l e n t  T r u s t ,  10 New R o a d J  

l R o c h e s t e r ,  K e n t .  I  e n c l o s e  a l e a f l e t  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  t h i s .

^  You h a v e  i n d e e d  done w o n d e r f u l l y  w e l l  d u r i n g  a l l  t h e s e
y e a r s  o f  w ar  and we a r e  d e e p l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  y o u .

»  Hon. S e c r e t a r y .  /

  ’................................... .# r ____
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M rs ,  G r a y so n ,
B ro o k  H a l l ,
T o t l e y  R i s e ,
S h e f f i e l d .

De a r  Mrs . Gr a y s  o n ,

Thank  you f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  2 7 t h  i n s t a n t  and  f o r  
s a y i n g  we may k e e p  t h e  5 / 8 d .  h e l d  t o  y o u r  c r e d i t .  I t  i s
mosJ k i n d  o f  you and  I t  w i l l  h e l p  u s  v e r y  much.

I  s h a l l  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  w h a t  you h a v e  d e c i d e d
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  y o u r  s u r p l u s  f u n d s  i n  due c o u r s e .

(R eg is te red  u n d e r  th e  W a r  C h a ritie s  A c t 1 9 4 0 ). 
President—T H E  L A D Y  P A T R IC IA  R A M S A Y .

C hairm an :
R e a r-A d m ira l S ir B asil V . B ro o k e , G .C .V .O . T h e  L ad y  L o u is  M o u n tb a t te n ,  C .B .E . 
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97, EATON SQUARE.
S.W .l

S u b -D ep o t  H.H.170 3 0 t h  O c t o b e r ,  1945

Yours  s i n c e r e " ! ^

H o n . S e c r e t a r y .


